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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    A l l  l eg i s la to rs  2 

on  the  Ru les  Commi t tee  p lease  jo in  us .  3 

 A t  t h i s  t ime  - -  and I  hope  yo u  d idn ' t  4 

have  too  much  d i f f i cu l ty  ge t t i ng  here  today  5 

because o f  t he  te r r i b le  weathe r ,  bu t  t ha t  w as one 6 

o f  t he  reasons we wa i ted  more  than  15  minut es ,  t o  7 

see tha t  eve rybody  had  an  oppor tun i t y  to  ge t  8 

he re ,  in  sp i te  o f  the  weathe r .  9 

 W i thou t  any  fu r the r  ad ieu .   W i l l  Mr .  10 

Mu l le r ,  ou r  c le rk ,  ca l l  the  ro l l ?  11 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  W ink?  12 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Here .  13 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Jacobs?  14 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Here .  15 

 CLERK MULLER:    Rank ing  Member ,  Mino r i ty  16 

Leader  Abrahams?  17 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     He re .  18 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Wa lke r?  19 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Here .  20 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Dunne?  21 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Here .  22 

 CLERK MULLER:    Depu ty  P res id ing  O f f i cer  23 

N ico le l l o ,  subs t i t u t ing  fo r  V i ce  Cha i rman K ope l?  24 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Here .  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  6 Rules Committee – 2 - 11- 13 

 CLERK MULLER:    Cha i rwoman Gonsa lves?  2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Presen t .  3 

 CLERK MULLER:    We have a  quorum.  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Wi l l  Leg is la to r  5 

Dunne lead  us  i n  the  P ledge? 6 

 (Whereupon ,  the  P ledge  o f  A l l eg iance  was  7 

rec i ted . )  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Mr .  9 

Dunne.  10 

 F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  we lcome 11 

each  and  eve ry  one  o f  you to  today 's  mee t in g  o f  12 

the  Ru les  Commi t tee .   We have  one i t em on t he  13 

agenda  today ,  and tha t  i s  C le rk  I t em 74-13,  a  14 

l oca l  law to  amend  Annex  A  o f  the  Coun ty  15 

Government  Law o f  Nassau  Coun ty ,  t o  desc r ib e  the  16 

19  l eg is la t i ve  d is t r i c ts  based  upon the  201 0  17 

Federa l  Census Data .  18 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion?  19 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  20 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Second.  21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  22 

Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Wa l ke r .  23 

 The i t em i s  now be fo re  us .  24 

 The leg i s la tu re  - -  o r  the  leg i s la t ion  we  25 
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a re  to  cons ider  today  cons t i t u tes  the  f i na l  s tep  2 

o f  a  th ree -s tep  process  manda ted  by  the  Nass au  3 

Coun ty  Char te r  t ha t  w i l l  r esu l t  in  a  change  o f  4 

the  leg i s la t i ve  d i s t r i c t  l ines  o f  th is  5 

l eg i s la tu re ,  to  inco rpora te  the  resu l t s  o f  t he  6 

2010  Federa l  Decenn ia l  Census .   7 

 The f i rs t  s tep  o f  th is  p rocess  began  in  8 

2011 ,  whereby  pu rsuant  to  Sec t ion  112 o f  th e  9 

Char te r  th is  body  adop ted Loca l  Law 3-2011,  10 

subsequent ly  amended  by  Loca l  Law 7-2011 ,  s o  as  11 

to  comply  w i th  the  l ega l  and  cons t i t u t iona l  12 

requ i remen ts  fo r  equa l  rep resenta t ion  in  th i s  13 

l eg i s la tu re  fo r  the  peop le  o f  Nassau  County .  14 

 Th is  l aw  was  cha l l enged by  the  democra t -15 

m ino r i ty .   And though i t s  adop t ion  was  foun d  by  16 

the  New York  Sta te  Cour t  o f  Appea ls  to  be  " i n  17 

acco rdance  w i th  Nassau  County  red i s t r i c t ing "  - -  18 

I 'm so r ry  - -  " i n  accordance w i th  Nassau Coun ty  19 

Char te r  Sec t i on  112"  and  was  thus  va l i d ,  i t s  20 

imp lemen ta t i on  fo r  t he  2011 e lec t i on  was  21 

p roh ib i ted  so  tha t  t h i s  leg i s la tu re  cou ld  22 

comp le te  the  f i na l  two  s tages  o f  t he  23 

red i s t r i c t ing  p rocess  ou t l ined  by  Sect ion  1 13 and 24 

114 o f  t he  Char te r .  25 
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 Sec t ion  113 o f  t he  Char te r  p rov ides  fo r  2 

the  c rea t i on  o f  a  temporary  d i s t r i c t ing  adv i so ry  3 

commiss ion ;  an  11  member  b ipa r t i san  commiss ion  4 

cons is t i ng  o f  f i ve  appo in tees  o f  t he  p res id ing  5 

o f f i ce r ,  f i ve  appo in tees  o f  a  mino r i ty  l ead er ,  6 

and a  non-vo t i ng  cha i rpe rson  se lec ted  by  the  7 

coun ty  execu t ive .   The  purpose  o f  th is  comm iss ion  8 

i s  t o  recommend  the  reappor t i onmen t  p lan  to  the  9 

l eg i s la tu re  fo r  the  19  l eg is la t i ve  d is t r i c t s .  10 

 I ndeed ,  pu rsuan t  to  Sec t ion  113,  th i s  11 

Commiss ion ,  ove r  the  cou rse  o f  severa l  mont hs ,  12 

h i red  consu l tan ts ,  purchased  the  appropr ia t e  13 

so f tware ,  ana lyzed  the  census  da ta ,  and hea rd  the  14 

tes t imony o f  many o f  Nassau Coun ty 's  res ide n ts .   15 

Though  both  the  repub l ican  and  democra t i c  m embers  16 

o f  t he  temporary  d is t r i c t i ng  adv isory  commi ss ion  17 

comp le ted  the i r  own red is t r i c t ing  proposa l ,  18 

ne i the r  p roposa l  was  adopted  by  a  ma jo r i t y  vo te  19 

o f  t he  commiss ion .    20 

 Acco rd ing l y ,  as  was the  case  in  2003 ,  21 

when  then temporary  d i s t r i c t i ng  adv i so ry  22 

commiss ion  fa i l ed  to  agree  on  a  red i s t r i c t i ng  23 

p roposa l  - -  in  the  words  o f  t hen -p res id ing  24 

o f f i ce r ,  Judy  Jacobs ,  " the  j ob  o f  red i s t r i c t ing  25 
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i s  up  to  the  county  leg i s la tu re . "  2 

 Acco rd ing l y ,  the  l aw  before  us  today  has  3 

been  advanced  by  the  member  ma jo r i t y  - -  ma jo r i t y  4 

members  o f  t he  l eg is la tu re ,  d rawn w i th  the  5 

ass i s tance  o f  t he  pres id ing  o f f i ce r ' s  appo in tees  6 

to  the  temporary  d is t r i c t i ng  adv isory  commi ss ion ,  7 

under  the  d i rec t ion  o f  ma jor i t y  s ta f f .   I t  i s  8 

impor tan t  to  no te  tha t  t he  p rocess  to  c rea t e  th i s  9 

l eg i s la t ion  i s  i dent ica l  t o  engage  in  by  th e  10 

democra t ic  ma jo r i t y  in  2003.  11 

 Today ' s  meet ing  o f  t he  Ru les  Commi t tee  12 

commences a  f ina l  s tage o f  t he  red is t r i c t in g  13 

p rocess ,  pursuan t  to  Sec t ion  114  o f  the  Cha r te r ,  14 

whereby  the  l eg i s la tu re  is  requ i red  to  adop t ,  by  15 

l oca l  law,  a  f i na l  p lan  fo r  t he  reappor t ion men t  16 

o f  t he  19  leg is la t i ve  d i s t r i c t s .   Th is  p ropo sa l  17 

l aw must  p ro tec t  t he  cons t i t u t iona l  vo t i ng  r igh ts  18 

o f  a l l  Nassau  Coun ty 's  res iden ts .  19 

 And to  p resen t  th i s  i t em befo re  us  today ,  20 

we  have w i th  us  Mr .  Frank  Moroney.   As  many  o f  us  21 

on  the  l eg is la tu re  know,  Mr .  Moroney  - -  and  I  can  22 

a t tes t  t o  i t  because  I  was  th e re  i n  1994  - -  23 

se rved  as  the  execut ive  d i rec tor  o f  the  Nas sau  24 

Coun ty  Commiss ion  o f  Governmen t  Rev is ion  in  1994 ,  25 
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as  the  co-execu t ive  d i rec tor  o f  the  tempora r y  2 

d i s t r i c t ing  adv i so ry  commiss ion  in  2003,  an d ,  3 

most  recen t l y ,  as  the  cha i rpe rson o f  t he  4 

temporary  d i s t r i c t ing  adv i so ry  commiss ion  i n  5 

2013 .  6 

 F rank  br ings  a  wea l th  o f  va luab le ,  7 

va luab le  red i s t r i c t i ng  exper ience to  the  ta b le ,  8 

and w i l l  be  an  impor tan t  resource  fo r  th is  9 

l eg i s la tu re  as  i t  ana lyzes  th i s  p roposa l .  10 

 Be fo re  I  t u rn  the  f l oo r  over  to  Mr .  11 

Moroney,  I  unders tand tha t  t he  m inor i t y  lea der ,  12 

Kevan Abrahams,  has  a  s ta temen t  to  make,  as  we l l .   13 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Thank  you,  14 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r  Gonsa lves .   Bu t ,  mos t  15 

impor tan t l y ,  thank  you  to  eve ryone  tha t  has  been  16 

ab le  to  show up  today .   And I  ag ree;  w i th  th is  17 

ho r r ib le  wea the r  tha t  we ' re  hav ing ,  I 'm g la d  to  18 

see such  as  g rea t  tu rnou t .   Obv ious l y ,  t h is  i s  19 

your  p rocess ,  as  we l l  as  you r  commi t tee  mee t ing  20 

because we  want  to  hea r  your  i nput .  21 

 That  sa id ,  l e t  me go  in to  my  p repared 22 

s ta temen t .  23 

 Red is t r i c t ing  i s  one  o f  the  l eg i s la tu re ' s  24 

most  impor tan t  respons ib i l i t i es .   We be l iev e  tha t  25 
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the  pu rpose o f  t he  red is t r i c t i ng  p rocess  is  to  2 

l i s ten  to  the  vo ices  o f  the  peop le  and  do  w hat  i s  3 

r i gh t  fo r  them,  no t  fo r  one po l i t i ca l  pa r ty ;  bu t  4 

the  repub l icans  obv ious l y  do  no t  be l ieve  th i s .   5 

 Led by  County  Execut ive  Mangano,  the  6 

repub l icans  have  made c lea r  to  the  peop le  o f  7 

Nassau  County  tha t  t hey ' re  no t  i n te res ted  i n  you  8 

and do  no t  want  to  l i s ten  to  wha t  you have to  say  9 

rega rd ing  red is t r i c t ing .   The i r  p lan  has  on e  goa l  10 

and one goa l  on l y ,  t o  keep  themse lves  in  po wer  no  11 

ma t te r  wha t  Nassau 's  vo ters  may rea l l y  want .   12 

That  goes  aga ins t  every th ing  our  l eg is la tu r e  i s  13 

supposed  to  s tand fo r .  14 

 The ve ry  reason  ou r  coun ty  l eg is la tu re  15 

was c rea ted  was  to  l e t  vo ters  dec ide  who  ma kes  16 

the  dec i s ions  fo r  the  coun ty ;  under  the  17 

democra ts ,  t ha t  sys tem worked  ex t remely  we l l .   We 18 

es tab l i shed fa i r  f igh t  d is t r i c ts ,  wh ich  gav e  the  19 

peop le  rea l  cho ice .   The  p roo f  i s  tha t  over  the  20 

pas t  t en  yea rs ,  the  vo te rs  have e lec ted  bo t h  21 

democra t ic  and repub l i can  ma jo r i t i es  i n  the  22 

l eg i s la tu re .   That  i s  what  a  hea l thy  and  23 

func t i on ing  democracy  is  supposed to  do ,  an d  tha t  24 

i s  wha t  the  peop le  have the  r i gh t  to  demand  f rom 25 
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the i r  gove rnmen t .  2 

 The repub l ican  map  wou ld  des t roy  tha t  3 

sys tem.   I t  i s  no t  hard  to  unders tand why t here  4 

a re  now more  democra ts  than repub l icans  in  Nassau 5 

Coun ty ,  and the  democra t ic  advan tage  inc rea ses  6 

every  year .   So  the  repub l icans  are  a f ra id  to  7 

l eave the  rea l  cho ice  in  the  peop le ' s  hands .   8 

Ins tead,  they  a re  t r y ing  to  r i g  the  sys tem to  9 

guaran tee  an  a r t i f i c ia l  repub l ican  major i t y  fo r  10 

the  nex t  t en  yea rs .   Tha t  i s  a  te r r i b le  abu se 11 

tha t  t he  red i s t r i c t i ng  p rocess  - -  and an  in su l t  12 

to  a l l  t he  c i t i zens  o f  Nassau  Coun ty .  13 

 I n  o rder  to  ach ieve  the i r  goa l ,  the  14 

repub l ican  map ru th less l y  sp l i t s  l ongs tand i ng  15 

commun i t ies  o f  i n te res t ,  espe c ia l l y  communi t ies  16 

o f  co lo r ,  dep r i v ing  them o f  mean ing fu l  17 

represen ta t i on  i n  the  leg i s la tu re .   Pe rhaps  the  18 

most  as ton ish ing  examp le  i s  what  the  repub l i cans  19 

a re  do ing  to  the  V i l lage  o f  Hempstead.   A  l a rge  20 

chunk o f  t h i s  commun i t y  i s  jo ined no t  to  the i r  21 

ne ighbors  and  su r round ing  mino r i ty  communi t i es ,  22 

bu t  to  Bethpage ,  on  the  comp le te  oppos i te  s ide  o f  23 

the  coun ty .   Why  wou ld  they  do  th i s?  24 

 Seventeen pe rcen t ,  o r ,  be t te r  ye t  7 ,640 25 
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res idents  tha t  res ide  in  the  V i l lage  o f  Hem pstead 2 

and,  more  prec i se l y ,  i n  the  s choo l  d is t r i c t  o f  3 

the  V i l l age  o f  Hemps tead ,  a re  now be ing  sp l i t  and 4 

s iphoned  o f f  in to  the  14 th  Leg is la t i ve  D is t r i c t  5 

and away  f rom LD 2  where  they  na tu ra l l y  hav e  been 6 

fo r  the  las t  ten  yea rs  and  be fore  tha t .  7 

 A l so ,  in  the  areas  o f  E lmont ,  as  we l l  as  8 

i n  H icksv i l l e ,  espec ia l l y  in  H icksv i l l e  whe re  9 

we ' re  see ing  a  g rowing  popu la t ion  o f  t he  so u th  10 

Pac i f i c  As ian  popu la t i on ,  we ' re  see ing  a lso  a  11 

sp l i t  there  tha t  we fee l  i s  as ton ish ing .  12 

 We do no t  even know where  the  repub l ican  13 

map came f rom o r  who  c rea ted  i t .   Apparent l y ,  i t  14 

i s  a  p roduc t  o f  a  back room,  po l i t i ca l  ins id e rs  15 

w i th  no  inpu t  f rom the  peop le  whatsoever .   16 

Incred ib ly ,  t he  repub l icans  have  no t  even h ad the  17 

decency  to  pu t  t he  democra t i c  map on  the  ag enda 18 

today ;  t ha t  i s  comple te l y  unacceptab le .    19 

 G ive  you ,  the  peop le ,  the  cho ices  and le t  20 

you dec ide  what ' s  bes t  f o r  you .  21 

 Un l i ke  the  repub l i can  map,  we  heard  and 22 

respec ted  the  peop le 's  vo i ce .   Our  map ,  wh i ch  you 23 

have  in t roduced  to  the  l eg is la tu re ,  i s  resp ons ive  24 

to  the i r  concerns .   I t  moves  on ly  20 ,000-or - so  25 
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vo te rs  and  respec ts  ou r  commun i t ies ,  mos t  2 

s ign i f i can t l y  A f r i can  Amer ican  and  La t ino  3 

commun i t ies  a re  le f t  i n tac t .  4 

 What  a re  they  a f ra id  o f?   The  answer  i s  5 

c lea r ;  t he  repub l i cans  a re  t r y ing  to  h ide  o u r  map 6 

f rom you ,  p rec i se l y  because i t  l e t s  the  vo i ces  o f  7 

the  peop le  be  heard .   In  sha rp  con t ras t  to  the  8 

repub l ican  map,  ou r  map is  the  p roduc t  o f  a  9 

p rocess  tha t  l i s tened to  the  peop le ' s  vo ice s .   10 

Th roughout  the  red is t r i c t i ng  p rocess ,  the  p eop le  11 

made  c lear  tha t  they  d id  no t  wan t  rad i ca l  c hanges 12 

in  the  ex i s t i ng  d i s t r i c t s .   T hey  d id  no t  wan t  us  13 

to  carve  up  m ino r i ty  communi t i es ,  they  d id  no t  14 

want  to  d i v ide  Jew ish  commun i t ies ,  and  15 

t rad i t iona l l y  ne ighborhoods l i ke  the  F ive  T owns.   16 

Why don ' t  the  repub l icans  wan t  to  have  an  h onest  17 

up  and  down vo te  on  ou r  map?   18 

 We be l ieve  s t rong ly  in  wha t  ou r  map 19 

s tands  fo r .   We  want  to  hear  f rom the  peop l e  on  20 

how to  make i t  be t te r .   The repub l icans ,  on  the  21 

o the r  hand ,  s imp ly  do  no t  wan t  to  hear  i t .   We  22 

respec t  and demand  the  p rocess  o f  l i s ten ing  to  23 

the  peop le .   Le t  t h i s  p rocess  un fo ld  and  i t  w i l l  24 

work .   Le t  t here  be  fa i r  f igh t  d is t r i c ts  so  tha t  25 
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peop le  can  choose and no t  have  a  face less  2 

po l i t i ca l  boss  make the  cho ices  fo r  them.  3 

 Once  aga in ,  I 'm  ask ing  the  p res id ing  4 

o f f i ce r  to  a l low  pub l i c  comment  to  ex tend s o  tha t  5 

a l l  o f  you  tha t  choose  and  w ish  to  speak  ha ve an  6 

oppor tun i t y  to  speak .   We wi l l  r espec t fu l l y  ho ld  7 

o f f  on  our  ques t ion ing  fo r  Mr .  Moroney  un t i l  8 

a f te r  you have spoken so  tha t  you have  an  9 

oppor tun i t y  to  vo i ce  you r  concerns  about  th i s  10 

map.  11 

 I  thank  you fo r  the  oppor tun i t y .  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    A t  t h i s  po in t ,  we 13 

w i l l  have the  p resen ta t i on  by  Mr .  Moroney,  and  14 

a f te r  tha t  we  w i l l  have pub l i c  comment  and a  few  15 

o the r  housekeep ing  mat te rs  tha t  must  be  dow n  16 

be fo re  we a l l ow  pub l ic  par t i c i pa t i on .   But  bea r  17 

w i th  me.   Eve ryone  who  w ishes  to  speak  here  18 

today ,  eve ryone ,  and  I  be l ieve  I  have we l l  ove r  19 

30  s l i ps ,  eve ryone  who  w ishes  to  speak  toda y  w i l l  20 

be  heard .   And we have  - -  we have sa t  he re  f o r  21 

hours  so  tha t  everyone  wou ld  have tha t  22 

oppor tun i t y .  23 

 A l l  I  ask  is  tha t  we  g ive  Mr .  Moroney the  24 

respec t  tha t  he  dese rves ,  tho se o f  us  who a r e  25 
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he re  on  th is  p la t fo rm,  the  respec t  t ha t  we 2 

dese rve ,  even  though  somet imes  you  don ’ t  l i ke  3 

what  you  hear .   I ' ve  been down tha t  road  to o ,  4 

many ,  many  a  t ime.  5 

 Jus t  remember  one th ing ;  t he  gu ide l i ne  i s  6 

to  be  as  respec t fu l  as  poss ib le .   And I  kno w th i s  7 

i s  a  very ,  ve ry  d i f f i cu l t  dec i s ion  on  ou r  p a r t ,  8 

bu t  i t  may  no t  s i t  we l l  w i th  you ,  as  we l l .   T rus t  9 

me  when I  say  you w i l l  have the  oppor tun i ty  to  10 

speak,  and  every  person who w ishes  to  do  so  w i l l  11 

be  heard .   12 

 Mr .  Moroney,  thank  you  fo r  you r  13 

p resen ta t i on .  14 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Thank you,  Mrs .  15 

Gonsa lves .   P res id ing  Of f i ce r ,  M inor i t y  Lea der ,  16 

members  o f  t he  Leg is la tu re ,  t hank  you fo r  t he  17 

oppor tun i t y  to  be  he re  to  d i scuss  the  p lan  tha t  18 

i s  i n  f ron t  o f  you ,  the  p lan  tha t  you ' l l  be  asked 19 

to  vo te  upon .    20 

 Le t  me  f i r s t  beg in  by  ta lk ing  abou t  the  21 

Temporary  D is t r i c t ing  Adv iso ry  Commiss ion ,  wh ich  22 

I ' l l  ca l l  the  Commiss ion  fo r  purposes  o f  th i s  23 

pub l ic  hea r ing .    24 

 The Commiss ion  f i r s t  met  on  May 31 ,  2012 ,  25 
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and i t  he ld  two  add i t i ona l  bus iness  meet ing s  i n  2 

September .   The  Commiss ion  schedu led  a  ser i es  o f  3 

i n fo rmat iona l  pub l ic  hea r ings .   The TDAC he ld  i t s  4 

f i rs t  pub l ic  hea r ing  i n  E lmon t  on  September  24 ,  5 

2012 ,  i t s  second  hear ing  i n  G len  Cove on  9-2 7-12 ,  6 

i t s  th i rd  hea r ing  in  Long Beach on  10-15 -12 ,  t he  7 

four th  hea r ing  on  10 -22-12 ,  t he  f i f t h  hear in g  in  8 

M ineo la  on  11-19 -12,  and  the  s ix th  hea r ing  i n  9 

M ineo la  on  January  3 ,  2013 .   The  las t  meet i ng  was 10 

a  hear ing  devoted  to  pub l i c  comment  on  two maps;  11 

the  maps  p roposed by  the  democra t i c  commiss ioners  12 

and the  maps  proposed by  the  repub l i can  13 

commiss ioners .  14 

 O the r  meet ings  were  p lanned fo r  Oc tober  15 

3 ,  2012 and October  9 ,  2012,  bu t  t hese  were  16 

cance l led  due  to  the  sudden death  o f  P res id ing  17 

O f f i ce r  Pe te r  Schmi t t .   A  hear ing  was a l so  18 

p lanned fo r  Manhasse t  on  10-3 0 -2012,  bu t  th i s  was 19 

cance led  due  to  Hur r icane Sandy.   20 

 A f te r  the  hear ings  - -  a f te r  t he  21 

i n fo rmat iona l  hear ings  were  c losed  on  Novem ber  22 

19 ,  the  respec t i ve  commiss ione rs  se t  about  to  23 

pe r fo rm the i r  f unc t i on  o f  c rea t i ng  p roposed  maps .   24 

Bo th  s ides ,  repub l ican  and  democra t ,  c rea ted  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  18 Rules Committee – 2 - 11- 13 

maps .   And  the  TDAC accepted  a  th i rd  map  a t  the  2 

January  3 ,  2013  hear ing  f rom the  Nassau Un i ted  3 

Red is t r i c t ing  Coa l i t ion .   Th i s  was  inc luded  in  4 

the  ma te r ia l  wh ich  was  handed  over  fo r  your  5 

cons idera t ion .   Subsequent ly ,  however ,  t he  NURC 6 

submi t ted  a  second  p roposa l ,  wh ich  appears  on  7 

the i r  webs i te .    8 

 No  map  rece ived  the  requ i red  number  o f  9 

vo tes ;  t he re fore ,  no  map  was  fo rwarded  as  10 

approved  by  the  Commiss ion .   However ,  a l l  t he  11 

p lans ,  t ransc r ip ts ,  wr i t ten  sugges t ions ,  an d  12 

o the r  e -ma i l s  and such  tha t  came in  a f te r  t h e  13 

January  3 ,  2013  hear ing  were  tu rned over  to  the  14 

Coun ty  Leg is la tu re .  15 

 Even  w i thout  a  recommendat ion ,  t he  j ob  o f  16 

red i s t r i c t ing  fa l l s  to  th i s  body .   As  descr ibed 17 

by  P res id ing  Of f i cer  Gonsa lves ,  Ma t t  K ie rna n  and  18 

the  consu l tan ts  o f  t he  major i t y  commiss ione r s  19 

worked  c lose ly  w i th  the  ma jo r i t y  counse l  to  make  20 

ad jus tments  to  the  repub l i can  proposa l  base d  upon 21 

pub l ic  t es t imony .   O ther  than  po l i cy  22 

cons idera t ions  to  deve lop  the  map,  tha t  i s  wha t  23 

i s  be fore  you  today .  24 

 Th is  map  mee ts  the  requ i remen ts  o f  t he  25 
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Cons t i tu t i on  o f  the  Un i ted  St a tes  to  c rea te  2 

d i s t r i c t s  as  c lose  to  op t ima l  popu la t i on  kn own as  3 

poss ib le ,  known common ly  as  m in imiz ing  the  4 

overa l l  dev ia t i on ,  t o  ach ieve  d i s t r i c t s  tha t  mee t  5 

the  one pe rson,  one vo te  s tandard .   The op t ima l  6 

number ,  by  the  way ,  i s  70 ,573 .  7 

 We were  tasked w i th  the  ob l i ga t i on  o f  8 

see ing  i f  we  cou ld  c rea te  t rue  m inor i t y /ma j o r i t y  9 

d i s t r i c t s  w i th in  the  cur ren t  popu la t ion  and  10 

demography ,  and  we  were  asked  to  adhere  to  11 

t rad i t iona l  d is t r i c t ing  pr inc ip les  -  respec t  f o r  12 

po l i t i ca l  subd iv is ions ,  commun i t ies  o f  i n te r es t ,  13 

compac tness  and  cont iguousness .  14 

 I n  fu r therance o f  th is  p r imary  goa l ,  an  15 

e f fo r t  was  made  to  m in im ize  the  overa l l  num ber  o f  16 

sp l i t s  t o  Census  des igna ted  p laces ,  wh ich  i nc lude 17 

un inco rpora ted  a reas  o f  the  va r ious  towns,  18 

i nco rpora ted  v i l lages ,  c i t ies ,  and  the  l i ke .   19 

Hamle ts  and those so r t s  a re  CDPs ,  we  re fe r  t o  20 

them as .  21 

 The second  p r imary  goa l  was to  22 

i nco rpora te  the  sugges t ion  g leaned  f rom pub l ic  23 

tes t imony,  rece ived du r ing  the  pub l i c  in fo r mat ion  24 

hear ings ,  and  f i na l  hear ing  o f  t he  commiss io n .  25 
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 The map be fo re  you  today ,  as  I  i nd ica ted ,  2 

meets  a l l  Const i tu t i ona l ,  Vo t ing  R igh ts  Ac t ,  and  3 

o the r  lega l  s tandards  o f  j ud i c ia l  d i s t r i c t i ng .   4 

I t  c rea tes  compe t i t i ve  d is t r i c ts  w i th  do  no t  5 

ab r idge or  deny  vo t i ng  r igh ts  on  the  bas is  o f  6 

race  o f  language .    7 

 The p lan  be fo re  you does  no t  d i l u te ,  8 

cance l ,  o r  m in im ize  mino r i ty  vo t ing  s t rengt h .   9 

Th is  map  mee ts  the  requ i remen t  tha t  the  po l i t i ca l  10 

p rocess  lead ing  to  nominat ion  or  e lec t ion  i s  11 

equa l l y  open  to  pa r t i c ipa t ion  o f  members  o f  12 

rac ia l  o r  language  m inor i t y  g roups ,  and tha t  t he  13 

members  o f  t hose  g roups  have  no  less  oppor t un i ty  14 

than  o ther  members  o f  the  e lec to ra te  to  15 

pa r t i c ipa te  i n  the  po l i t i ca l  p rocess  and  e l ec t  16 

represen ta t i ves  o f  t he i r  cho ice .  17 

 The map be fo re  you ,  as  I  i nd i ca ted ,  meets  18 

a l l  lega l  s tandards  and ach ie ved  a f te r  a  fa i r  and 19 

open  p rocess  tha t  inc luded  ex tens i ve  pub l ic  20 

comment ,  unp recedented  t ransparency ,  i nc lud ing  21 

the  use o f  a l l  modern  e lec t ron ic  med ia  and 22 

computer  access .    23 

 The resu l t  o f  t h is  map  has  19  d i s t r i c t s  24 

tha t  respec t  rac ia l  and language  m inor i t ies ,  25 
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commun i t y  boundar ies ,  and inc ludes  suggest i ons  by  2 

the  pub l ic  and main ta ined the  lowest  feas ib le  3 

popu la t i on  dev ia t i on .   Here  a re  the  de ta i l s .  4 

 The map meets  the  one pe rson ,  one vo te  5 

s tandard  by  ach iev ing  an  ove ra l l  dev ia t i on  o f  6 

4 .85  percent .  7 

 D is t r i c t  4  has  a  l ow  popu la t i on  o f  -2 .44  8 

pe rcen t ,  and  D is t r i c t  12  has  a  h igh  popu la t i on  9 

dev ia t ion  o f  +2 .14  percent .   Th i s  cont ras ts  w i th  10 

the  Democra t i c  Commiss ion  proposa l  and  map wh ich  11 

was submi t ted  w i th  a  dev ia t i on  o f  9 .05  perc ent ,  12 

and the  Coa l i t i on  proposa l  wh ich  had  a  dev ia t i on  13 

o f  9 .85  pe rcent .  14 

 M ino r i ty  D is t r i c ts  - -  m ino r i t y -major i t y  15 

d i s t r i c t s .   The  leg i s la t i ve  p lan  be fore  you  16 

c rea tes  th ree  m ino r i ty /ma jor i t y  d i s t r i c t s  -  LDs 17 

1 ,  2 ,  and 3 .   LDs 1  and 2  are  mino r i ty /ma jo r i t y  18 

d i s t r i c t s ,  i n  tha t  one  recogn ized mino r i ty  g roup  19 

makes up  more  than  50  pe rcen t  o f  t he  c i t i ze n  20 

vo t i ng  age  popu la t ion ,  wh ich  i n  Census  par l ance 21 

i s  ca l led  non-H ispan ic /B lack  CVAP - -  non -22 

H ispan ic /B lack  CVAP.  23 

 LD  Number  1  has  62 .3  percent  B lack  CVAP 24 

and 15  percen t  H ispan ic  CVAP.   LD Number  2  has  56  25 
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pe rcen t  B lack  CVAP and  16 per cen t  H ispan ic  C VAP.   2 

LD Number  3  i s  an  aggregate  o r  coa l i t i on  3 

m ino r i ty /ma jo r i t y  d i s t r i c t  where  two  o r  mor e  4 

recogn ized  m ino r i t y  g roups  make up  50  pe rce n t  o f  5 

the  c i t i zen  vo t i ng  age  popu la t ion .   LD  Numb er  3  6 

has  38 .9  percen t  non -H ispan ic /B lack  CVAP,  an d 7 

15 .4  percent  H ispan ic  CVAP,  fo r  a  to ta l  agg regate  8 

o f  54 .5  pe rcent  CVAP.  9 

 The democra t i c  p lan ,  t he  map  tha t  was 10 

re fe renced  ea r l i e r  by  Leg is la to r  Abrahams,  has ,  11 

i n  D is t r i c t  1 ,  66  pe rcen t  non -Hispan ic  CVAP,  and  12 

the  Coa l i t ion  has  65 .3  percen t  CVAP.   The 13 

p roposed  p lan  i n  f ron t  o f  you  has  62 .3  perc ent .  14 

 Leg is la t i ve  D is t r i c t  Number  2 ,  t h i s  map 15 

in  f ron t  o f  you  has  55 .9  percent  non -16 

H ispan ic /B lack  CVAP ve rsus  56  pe rcen t  in  th e  17 

democra t ic  p lan  proposed  by  Leg is la to r  Abra hams.   18 

The Coa l i t ion  p lan  has  56 .9  pe rcen t  B lack  C VAP.  19 

 LD  Number  3 ,  the  p roposed leg i s la t ion  in  20 

f ron t  o f  you  has  38  pe rcen t  B lack  CVAP,  the  21 

democra t ic  p lan  has  35 .6  percent  B lack  CVAP ,  the  22 

Coa l i t ion  p lan  has  40  pe rcen t .   The H ispan i c  CVAP 23 

in  the  p roposa l  be fo re  you  i s  15 .4  percent ,  the  24 

democra t ic  p lan  has  14  percen t ,  and the  Coa l i t ion  25 
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p lan  has  15 .4  pe rcen t .   The aggregate  numbe r  fo r  2 

the  proposed  p lan  be fo re  you  i s  54 .3  percen t  3 

ve rsus  49 .6  percen t  in  the  democra t i c  p lan ,  4 

ve rsus  55 .4  percen t  in  the  Coa l i t i on  p lan .  5 

 O the r  accomp l ishments  o f  t h i s  map.  6 

 Th is  map  keeps  99  CDPs  in tac t .   There  are  7 

135 Census  des igna t ing  p laces  in  Nassau Cou n ty ;  8 

th is  p lan  keeps  99  togethe r .   The democra t i c  p lan  9 

has  fewer ,  has  95  pe rcen t  - -  excuse me  95 Ce nsus  10 

des ignated  p laces  kept  t ogethe r .   And the  11 

Coa l i t ion  map ,  l i ke  the  leg i s la t i ve  map befo re  12 

you,  has  99  CDPs  kep t  toge the r .  13 

 Respond ing  to  the  pub l ic .  14 

 A t  t he  January  3  hear ing ,  w i tnesses  f rom 15 

Westbu ry ,  p r imar i l y ,  a rgued in  favor  o f  re t u rn ing  16 

a  po r t ion  o f  the  V i l lage  o f  Westbu ry  to  LD Number  17 

2 .   Th is  was  accompl ished,  as  s ta ted ,  in  pu t t i ng  18 

the  Sherwood  Gardens  a rea  back  i n to  Leg is la t i ve  19 

D is t r i c t  Number  2  ou t  o f  a  d i f fe ren t  p ropos ed 20 

d i s t r i c t .    21 

 W i tnesses  f rom the  bar r i e r  i s l and 22 

tes t i f ied  a t  a  hea r ing  be fore  the  Commiss io n  on  23 

Oc tober  15 ,  2012  tha t  they  w ished to  be  kep t  24 

toge ther .   Add i t iona l l y ,  t hey  v iewed  I s land  Park  25 
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and Oceans ide  as  par t  o f  t he  bar r i e r  i s l and .   2 

Th is  p roposa l  pu ts  the  Bar r i e r  I s land,  I s la nd 3 

Park  and  por t ions  o f  Oceans ide  togethe r  in t o  one  4 

l eg i s la t i ve  d is t r i c t .  5 

 Add i t i ona l l y ,  j us t  as  a  no te ,  o the r  a reas  6 

tha t  were  devas ta ted  by  Hur r i cane Sandy wer e  a lso  7 

kept  t ogethe r  - -  Massapequa,  i n  pa r t i cu la r .  8 

 The Grea t  Neck  pen insu la  i s  anothe r  a rea  9 

tha t  vo i ced the i r  w ishes  to  keep  in tac t  - -  t o  10 

keep  the  Grea t  Neck  pen insu la  in tac t ,  in  on e  11 

s ing le  l eg is la t i ve  d is t r i c t .   Fu r the r ,  a t  t he  12 

September  27  hear ing  c i t i zens  f rom G len Cove  and  13 

seve ra l  w i tnesses  no ted  tha t  t he  sho re l i ne  o f  14 

Hempstead Harbo r  have common in te res ts ;  ind eed ,  15 

one w i tness  no ted  tha t  o rgan iza t ions  tha t  w ere  16 

fo rmed  to  p reven t  the  shore l i ne  in  env i ronm enta l  17 

i ssues  fac ing  Hempstead Harbo r .   They  are  n ow a l l  18 

represen ted  by  the  same LD,  LD 11.   And by  way  o f  19 

Long  Beach ,  you  can see down here  the  en t i r e  20 

ba r r ie r  i s land i s  kept  t ogethe r .  21 

 P la inv iew vo iced  the i r  conce rns  to  be  22 

represen ted  in  a  s ing le  LD a t  the  hear ing  h e ld  on  23 

Oc tober  22 ,  2012 .   Fur ther ,  on  the  Sep tembe r  27  24 

hear ing ,  i t  was  po in ted  ou t  t ha t  P la inv iew,  25 
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Woodbury ,  Je r icho ,  and  Syosse t  be  kept  i n ta c t .   2 

Th is  p roposa l  a l lows  fo r  mos t  o f  t hose  3 

commun i t ies  to  be  kept  i n  one  d i s t r i c t ,  tha t ' s  LD 4 

D is t r i c t  Number  16 .  5 

 A t  t he  January  3  hear ing  the re  was  6 

tes t imony f rom the  Lev i t town  communi ty  tha t  i t  be  7 

kept  t ogethe r ;  t ha t  i s  done and accomp l i she d  in  8 

LD 15.  9 

 Some th ings  cou ld  no t  be  accompl ished 10 

because o f  t he  need,  the  s ta tu to ry  need to  pay  11 

a t ten t ion  to  the  one  person,  one  vo te  pr inc ip le  12 

and the  Vo t ing  R igh ts  Ac t .   Fo r  example ,  th e  F ive  13 

Towns asked to  be  kept  i n tac t ,  bu t  po l i cy  c ho ices  14 

p reven ted  - -  by  compet ing  in t e res ts  o f  t he  15 

ba r r ie r  i s land and  LD Number  3 ,  in  c rea t ing  a  16 

m ino r i ty /ma jo r i t y  d i s t r i c t ,  p reven ted  tha t  f rom 17 

be  incorpo ra ted  in to  the  p lan .    18 

 E lmont  wan ted  to  be  kept  i n  a  s ing le  19 

d i s t r i c t .   Bu t  t he  c rea t ion  o f  an  aggregate  20 

m ino r i ty  d is t r i c t  a long the  western  bo rder  o f  21 

Nassau  County  p reven ted  tha t  f rom tak ing  p l ace .  22 

 A t  t he  ou tse t ,  t he  Commiss ion  - -  t he  23 

Commiss ion  adv i sed  the  pub l i c  and the  fe l low  24 

commiss ioners  tha t  t hey  cou ld  p roceed w i th  25 
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c rea t i ng  a  map in  any  way they  deemed feas i b le ,  2 

i nc lud ing  s ta r t i ng  f rom sc ra tch ;  and  tha t  i s  how 3 

th is  map  was  c rea ted .  4 

 I t  was  descr ibed  ten  yea rs  ago ,  o f  t he  5 

d ramat ic  demograph ic  changes  tha t  took  p lac e  6 

be tween 1994  and  2003.   Those  dramat ic  chan ges  7 

have  con t inued to  occu r  in  Nassau Coun ty ,  a nd 8 

tha t  gave us  the  oppor tun i ty ,  th is  gave us  the  9 

oppor tun i t y  to  rev is i t  t he  en t i re  coun ty  an d  look  10 

a t  i t  anew.  11 

 And tha t ' s  t he  sum and  subs tance  o f  my  12 

p resen ta t i on .  13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Mr .  14 

Moroney.    15 

 I ’m go ing  to  ho ld  back  ques t ions  by  the  16 

l eg i s la to rs  here  un t i l  we have  had  an  oppor tun i t y  17 

fo r  the  pub l i c  t o  speak.   Bu t  you w i l l  be  h e re  to  18 

answer  any  ques t ions  tha t  we ,  as  a  body ,  ma y  have 19 

o f  you .  20 

 Now,  I  have to  l e t  you  know tha t  t he re  21 

a re  we l l  ove r  30  s l i ps .   And  the  ru les  o f  t he  22 

Ru les  Commi t tee  is  t ha t  there  w i l l  be  on ly  - -  and 23 

don ' t  ge t  exc i ted ,  p romise? - -  t ha t  you are  24 

a l lowed on ly  12  minu tes  o f  pub l i c  pa r t i c ipa t ion .   25 
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I f  I  have 30  s l i ps  o r  be t te r ,  a t  t h ree  m inu tes  2 

pe r  pe rson  tha t  comes to  a t  l eas t  90  m inute s .    3 

 So  a t  th is  po in t  i n  t ime  I 'm  go ing  to  ask  4 

fo r  a  mo t ion  to  suspend the  ru les  so  tha t  5 

everyone  tha t  I  sa id  be fore  wou ld  have  an  6 

oppor tun i t y  to  speak  to  th is  body .   And so  - -  7 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Pres id ing  Of f i ce r  8 

Gonsa lves?    Be fore  you take  tha t  mo t ion  an d  9 

be fo re  we move i t  to  pub l i c  comment ,  we res pec t  10 

Mr .  Moroney and  the  fac t  - -  I  don ' t  know i f  he  11 

was he re  i n  h is  ro le  as  Execu t ive  D i rec tor  o f  the  12 

Temporary  Red is t r i c t ing  Commiss ion  o r  he  was  here  13 

i n  h is  ro le  o f  a  s ta f f  member  o f  t he  Repub l i can  14 

Ma jo r i t y .   Bu t  we do  have a  democra t ic  15 

commiss ioner  tha t  i s  here  today  tha t  re fu te s  some 16 

o f  t he  th ings  tha t  I  be l ieve  Mr .  Moroney  ha d  17 

spec i f ied .   I 'm  wonder ing  i f  you  wou ld  a l lo w  Mrs .  18 

Bonn ie  Garone  to  be  ab le  to  speak so  tha t  w e  can  19 

have  bo th  s ides  be  p resented  to  the  pub l ic  t oday .  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  d id  say  to  you  21 

tha t  t he re  a re  a  number  o f  peop le  he re  who have 22 

come to  speak  to  the  l eg is la to rs .   And  be fo re  us  23 

i s  t h i s  map tha t  we have  pu t  on  the  f l oo r .   And I  24 

a l so  sa id  to  you  tha t  because  o f  t he  number  o f  25 
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speakers  here  tha t  we w i l l  no t  be  ab le  to  a b ide  2 

by  the  12  minute  ru le .   So  I 'm  ask ing  fo r  D enn is  3 

Dunne to  p lease  suspend the  ru les  so  tha t  w e  can  4 

cont inue  w i th  pub l ic  comment  un t i l  eve ryone  is  5 

heard .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  7 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Second.  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mo t ion  by  Mr .  9 

Dunne,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Wa lker .  10 

 Now,  we need  a  vo te  to  suspend  the  ru les  11 

so  tha t  everyone  in  th is  room has  an  oppor t un i ty  12 

to  speak .  13 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  suspend ing  the  14 

ru les  s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  15 

 (Aye . )  16 

 Any  opposed?  17 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   18 

 Mo t ion  car r i es  unan imous ly .  19 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Aga in ,  we suppor t  20 

the  mo t ion  and we want  to  hea r  eve rybody  hav e an  21 

oppor tun i t y  to  speak .   But  I  t h ink  i t  wou ld  be  22 

p ruden t  tha t  be ing  the re  was  repub l i can  23 

commiss ioners  as  we l l  as  democra t i c  commiss ioners  24 

tha t  we ge t  an  oppor tun i ty  to  hear  f rom the  25 
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democra t ic  commiss ione r ,  i f  we ' re  hav ing  a  fa i r  2 

p rocess .  3 

 My  cha l l enge  is  no t  to  t ry  to  g i ve  you  a  4 

d i f f i cu l t  t ime.   But  i t  has  come to  my  a t te n t i on  5 

tha t  t he re  were  mu l t ip le  accounts  o f  i n fo rm a t ion  6 

tha t  Mr .  Moroney  has  spec i f i ed  tha t  e i ther  l e f t  7 

ou t  pa r t s  tha t  Mrs .  Garone  remembers  o r  le f t  ou t  8 

pa r t s  maybe - -  I  don ' t  know what  the  i ssue was .   9 

Bu t  I  th ink  Mrs .  Bonn ie  Garone  shou ld  have an  10 

oppor tun i t y  to  speak .   11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    She w i l l  have an  12 

oppor tun i t y  when  we hear  f rom the  pub l ic  a t  13 

l a rge .   And a t  t h i s  po in t  in  t ime the  on ly  i tem 14 

on  the  - -  remember  wha t  I  sa id  be fore ;  i t ' s  w i th  15 

respec t .   Okay?   And  we fo l l ow  the  ru les .  16 

 She has  a  s l i p .   She  does  have  a  s l i p  in  17 

and she w i l l  have an  oppor tun i ty  to  speak.  18 

 I  cou ld  ca l l  a  ten  m inutes  recess ,  i f  19 

you 'd  l i ke .  20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Pres id ing  21 

O f f i ce r ,  you  don ' t  need to  do  tha t .   Fo l ks ,  le t ' s  22 

t r y  to  ge t  t h rough  th i s .   How abou t  th is?    Th is  23 

i s  a  fa i r  compromise ,  Pres id ing  Of f i ce r .    24 

 I  unders tand  tha t  Mrs .  Garone  has  a  s l ip .   25 
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I f  she  can  speak  f i r s t  so  tha t  peop le  can c onnec t  2 

the  commenta ry  f rom Mr .  Moroney to  her ,  I  t h ink  3 

tha t  wou ld  be  a  fa i r ,  a  fa i r  way  to  p roceed ,  and  4 

i n  tha t  way we cover  a l l  our  ang les .   I f  th a t ' s  5 

okay .  6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Now the  prob lem 7 

i s  eve ryone in  th i s  room who  has  a  s l i p  in  i s  8 

ob l i ga ted  to  the  th ree  m inute  ru le .   Wha t  d o  we 9 

say  w i th  Bonn ie  Garone?   10 

 He  was  des ignated  by  the  majo r i t y  to  11 

p resen t  tha t  map .   Tha t ' s  the  on ly  map  tha t ' s  on  12 

the  f l oo r  a t  the  p resent  t ime ,  and  tha t ' s  t he  13 

on ly  i tem tha t ' s  be ing  d iscussed  today .   An d  14 

tha t ' s  t he  mo t ion  we  took  ea r l ie r .    15 

 I f  you  wou ld  l i ke ,  I  be l ieve  Ms.  Garone 16 

i s  here .   I  w i l l  t ake  he r  tes t imony.   And s he,  17 

too ,  w i l l  have to  adhere  to  the  th ree  minut e  18 

ru le ,  un less  someone  wan ts  to  y ie ld  the  f lo o r  to  19 

he r .   How's  tha t?  20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     That  sounds f i ne .   21 

Good .   F ine .   Now tha t  g ives  her  s ix  m inu tes .   22 

Thank you.  23 

 Bonn ie  Garone ,  p lease.   You have  the  24 

f l oo r .   P lease make your  p resenta t ion .   And  25 
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remember  l eg i s la to rs ,  we  w i l l  comment  on  Bo nn ie ' s  2 

p resen ta t i on ,  as  we l l  as  Mr .  Moroney 's  a f te r  t he  3 

pub l ic  has  had an  oppor tun i t y  to  speak .  4 

 MS.  GARONE:    I ' l l  be  br ie f .   My  name is  5 

Bonn ie  Garone .   I  sa t  as  one  o f  the  commiss ioners  6 

on  the  Red is t r i c t i ng  Commiss ion .   And I  cam e here  7 

today  to  speak a  l i t t l e  b i t  abou t  how tha t  8 

commiss ion  worked.  9 

 I  th ink  the  Commiss ion  opera ted  bas i ca l l y  10 

as  a  cha rade ,  and I  th ink  tha t  t he  P res id in g  11 

O f f i ce r  shou ld  know tha t ,  I  t h ink  the  ma jor i t y  12 

members  o f  t h is  leg i s la tu re  shou ld  know tha t ,  and 13 

I  th ink  the  pub l ic  shou ld  know tha t .   Why d o  I  14 

say  tha t?  15 

 We l l ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  what  i s  a  commiss ion?  16 

A  commiss ion  is  a  g roup o f  peop le  who are  17 

appo in ted  to  work  toge ther  on  a  pro jec t  to  answer  18 

a  ques t ion ,  so l ve  a  prob lem,  come to  some k ind  o f  19 

ag reemen t ,  i f  i t ' s  poss ib le .   We l l ,  we  d idn ' t  do  20 

tha t .    21 

 The democra t i c  commiss ione rs  appo in ted  by  22 

the  pres id ing  o f f i ce r  a t tempted numerous ,  23 

numerous  t imes to  even  have a  conversa t i on  w i th  24 

the  commiss ione rs  who were  appo in ted  by  the  25 
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p res id ing  o f f i ce r  and the  cha i rman ,  who was  2 

appo in ted  by  the  county  execu t ive .   I t  shou ld  3 

as ton ish  you  to  know tha t  those commiss ione rs  4 

neve r  even  spoke  to  us  about  how we migh t  p u t  5 

toge ther  a  map,  whethe r  there  was any  commo n 6 

g round ,  whether  there  was any  room for  7 

compromise .   They  neve r  even  - -  l i te ra l l y  ne ve r  8 

even  spoke  to  us  about  any  red is t r i c t i ng  su b jec t  9 

whatsoever ,  and  tha t  i s  desp i te  my  seek ing  to  10 

commun ica te  w i th  them,  and  me e t  w i th  them,  a nd  11 

have  work ing  sess ion ,  my  communica t i ons  tow ards  12 

tha t  goa l  w i th  the  Cha i rman,  Mr .  Moroney ,  w i th  13 

the  execut ive  d i rec tor ,  Mr .  K ie rnan.   I  e -ma i led  14 

the  commiss ione rs ,  t hemse lves .   I  ca l l ed  an d  le f t  15 

messages  fo r  the  commiss ione rs ,  themse lves .   None 16 

o f  t hem wou ld  ever  even speak  to  us  abou t  17 

red i s t r i c t ing .   Now,  tha t ' s  no t  a  commiss io n .  18 

 The o the r  p roo f  tha t  t h i s  commiss ion  d id  19 

no t  func t i on  as  any th ing  o the r  than a  sham i s  20 

tha t  t he  pub l ic  was v i r t ua l l y  igno red.   A t  t he  21 

f i rs t  meet ing  tha t  we had,  when we  sough t  t o  vo te  22 

on  p r inc ip les  tha t  wou ld  gu ide  the  opera t io n  o f  23 

th is  commiss ion ,  t he  cha i r  wou ldn ' t  even  le t  t he  24 

pub l ic  speak  and  have inpu t  be fo re  we vo ted ,  and  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  33 Rules Committee – 2 - 11- 13 

he  to ld  us  tha t  tha t  was  because  pub l i c  inp u t  was 2 

g ra tu i tous .   I  don ' t  t h ink  he  mean t  to  say  i t ,  3 

bu t  he  sa id  i t  and  he  mean t  i t .   And  tha t  4 

sent imen t  governed  a l l  o f  the  fu tu re  mee t in gs .  5 

 Yes ,  he ' s  co r rec t ,  we d id  have  a  mee t ing  6 

on  January  3  and  we d id  have  two  maps tha t  were  7 

pu t  up  fo r  pub l i c  comment .   There  were  many  - -  8 

peop le  sa t  here  fo r  hours  to  speak .   Peop le  were  9 

e loquent .   Peop le  spoke f rom the i r  hea r t .   Peop le  10 

rea l l y  cared  about  th i s  p rocess .   So  we sa i d  you  11 

know wha t?   We shou ld  ad journ  and we  shou ld  ta lk  12 

to  each o the r  and have  a  work ing  sess ion  an d  we 13 

shou ld  see  i f  we  can  incorpor a te  some o f  the  14 

th ings  the  peop le  to ld  us .   And the  cha i rma n  15 

sa id ,  no ,  we ' re  go ing  to  vo te  now.   What  i s  the  16 

po in t  o f  hav ing  pub l ic  i nput  i f  you ' re  go in g  to  17 

vo te  the  second  the  pub l ic  i s  f i n i shed  ta lk ing?  18 

C lea r l y ,  we t rea ted  the i r  comments  as  gra tu i tous .   19 

They  had  no  inpu t  whatsoever .   20 

 Now,  one  m igh t  ask  why  d id  we  have  the  21 

commiss ion  a t  a l l?   We l l ,  i t ' s  a  very  s imp l e  22 

answer .   Number  one,  i t ' s  requ i red  by  the  C oun ty  23 

Char te r .   Bu t ,  number  two,  the  p res id ing  o f f i cer  24 

ment ioned th i s  i n  he r  s ta temen t  - -  i n  2011 w e 25 
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went  to  the  h ighes t  cour t  in  th i s  s ta te ,  th e  2 

Cour t  o f  Appea ls ,  and tha t  cou r t  t o ld  us  th a t  the  3 

repub l icans '  e f fo r ts  to  p remature l y  impose new 4 

l eg i s la t i ve  l ines  cou ldn ' t  happen,  and  the  reason 5 

i t  cou ldn ' t  happen  then was because we  were  6 

requ i red  to  come back  and hav e  a  commiss ion .   So  7 

what  d id  the  ma jor i t y  appo in tees  and  the  co unty  8 

execut ive ' s  cha i rman ,  Mr .  Moroney,  do?   In  my 9 

v iew ,  they  came back  and  they  made  be l ieve  they  10 

were  go ing  th rough  the  commiss ion  process .   Oh ,  11 

we  can  check  tha t  o f f  and we  can  go  ahead an d 12 

impose  our  own map .   To  me ,  tha t ' s  no t  a  13 

commiss ion  and tha t ' s  ce r ta in l y  no t  fa i r  to  the  14 

c i t i zens  and  the  vo ters  o f  Nassau Coun ty .  15 

 We l i s tened to  the  peop le .   And the  16 

over r i d ing  message  was  loud and c lea r ,  and i t  was  17 

th is :   do  no t  make  major  chan ges ;  we  l i ke  wh at  we 18 

have .   And  pa r t  o f  t he  reason  peop le  l i ke  w hat  19 

they  have now i s  tha t  i t  g ives  the  vo ters  t he  20 

cho ice .   On th i s  map ,  the  cu r ren t  map,  the  vo ters  21 

can e lec t  a  repub l ican  major i t y  in  the  22 

l eg i s la tu re  i f  t hey  th ink  the  repub l icans  w i l l  23 

bes t  govern  th i s  county ,  o r  t hey  can  e lec t  a  24 

democra t ic  ma jo r i t y  i f  t hey  fee l  t ha t  a t  th a t  25 
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po in t  in  t ime  the  democra ts  w i l l  do  the  bes t  j ob  2 

o f  runn ing  th is  coun ty ;  tha t  power  i s  in  th e  3 

hands o f  t he  peop le .   So  they  sa id  we l i ke  th i s ,  4 

don ' t  change  i t .   And we  look ed a t  t he  map a nd  we 5 

saw tha t  t o  mee t  the  requ i rements  o f  t he  6 

Cons t i tu t i on  and  to  meet  a l l  o f  the  app l ica b le  7 

l aw we  on ly  had  to  make changes in  ten  e lec t ion  8 

d i s t r i c t s .    9 

 Now,  you  m igh t  no t  know bu t  t here  are  10 

1 ,175 e lec t i on  d is t r i c ts  i n  th is  County .   We  had  11 

to  move on ly  ten  o f  them to  p roper ly  a r rang e  the  12 

d i s t r i c t s  so  they  were  approx ima te ly  the  sa me 13 

s i ze  and  the  map  wou ld  mee t  a l l  lega l  14 

requ i remen ts ,  and tha t  i s  wha t  the  peop le  w ant .   15 

They  to ld  us  tha t  loud  and  c lear .   16 

 Then  we made  one  o ther  change  tha t  17 

requ i red  mov ing  an  add i t iona l  seven e lec t io n  18 

d i s t r i c t s ,  and tha t  was down  in  the  ba r r ie r  19 

i s land .   The  peop le  in  I s land  Park  to ld  us  very  20 

c lea r l y  they  fe l t  tha t  t hey  shou ld  be  w i th  Long 21 

Beach.   They  wen t  to  the  Long  Beach schoo ls .   22 

They  shopped  in  Long  Beach .   Tha t ' s  where  th ey  23 

went ,  you  know,  fo r  soc ia l  events  and o ther  24 

th ings .   So we sa id  you ' re  r i gh t ,  and we  pu t  25 
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I s land  Park  w i th  Long Beach.   And then ,  to  even 2 

ou t  the  popu la t i on ,  we  had  to  make  a  change .   So  3 

we  took  the  A t lan t ic  Beach  a rea  and we  moved  i t  4 

w i th  Lawrence ,  j us t  to  the  no r th ,  because g uess  5 

what?    They ' re  in  the  same schoo l  d is t r i c t .   And 6 

peop le  were  very  c lear  about  the  fac t  tha t  t he i r  7 

commun i t ies  o f  i n te res t  la rge ly  revo lve  aro und  8 

schoo l  d is t r i c t s .   Bu t  you  know what  e lse?  We 9 

were  open to  d i scuss ion  abou t  a l l  o f  our  ch anges ,  10 

because tha t ' s  wha t  a  commiss ion  i s  suppose d  to  11 

do .   And  we ' re  open to  d iscuss ion  now.   But  no  12 

d i scuss ion  took  p lace ,  t he  map  was  jus t  imp osed.  13 

 I  hope  tha t  t he  pub l ic  i s  t rea ted  be t te r  14 

by  th i s  Leg is la tu re  than  then  ma jo r i t y  appo in tees  15 

t rea ted  them in  the  Commiss ion .   Because  th e  16 

pu rpose o f  red i s t r i c t i ng  i s  t o  make su re  th a t  the  17 

peop le  a re  t rea ted  fa i r l y  and  to  make su re  tha t  18 

the  peop le  have  the  oppor tun i t y  to  e lec t  th e  19 

l eg i s la to rs  o f  t he i r  cho ice .   The pu rpose o f  20 

red i s t r i c t ing  i s  no t  wha t  i s  happen ing  here ,  21 

wh ich  is  t o  d raw a  map  so  tha t  t he  peop le  h ave  22 

rea l l y  no  a l te rna t ive  bu t  to  e lec t  a  repub l i can  23 

ma jo r i t y  f o r  the  nex t  ten  yea rs .   The pu rpo se o f  24 

red i s t r i c t ing  i s  no t  so  you a l l  keep  you r  s eats ,  25 
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i t ' s  so  tha t  the  pub l i c  has  the  r i gh t  to  e l ec t  2 

who they  wan t .   I  hope  th i s  Leg is la tu re  - -  I  hope 3 

tha t  t h i s  Leg is la tu re  w i l l  keep tha t  i n  min d  and  4 

t rea t  the  vo ters ,  who w i l l  r emember ,  t rea t  t he  5 

vo te rs  fa i r l y  i n  th i s  p rocess .  6 

 Thank you.  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    The gent leman who 8 

was w i l l ing  to  y ie ld  h is  t ime  to  Ms.  Garone ,  9 

guess  what?   You  don ' t  have to  do  so .   We a l lowed 10 

he r  to  speak  as  long  as  she wanted  to .  11 

 Remember  I  sa id  there  are  a  number  o f  12 

speakers?    Eve ry  speaker  i s  deserv ing  o f  13 

respec t ,  so  l i s ten  i n ten t l y  and we  w i l l  do  the  14 

same.   I f  need be ,  we may have  to  take  a  re cess  15 

a t  one  po in t  because  the  s l i ps  a re  - -  and I ' m 16 

ve ry  p roud  o f  you,  p r imar i l y  because  o f  the  fac t  17 

tha t  you  d id  come ou t  in  th i s  te r r ib le  weath er  18 

fo r  such  an  impor tan t  i ssue.  19 

 Now,  Do lores  Ma l loy .   Do lo res .   We lcome,  20 

Do lo res .  21 

 MS.  MALLOY:    Good  morn ing .   Pardon my  22 

comment  to  the  repub l i can  rep resen ta t i ves ,  bu t  23 

there  is  an  e lephant  i n  the  room.   Th is  i s  my 24 

th i rd  v i s i t  t o  th i s  chamber  rega rd ing  th is  25 
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red i s t r i c t ing  p rocess ,  and  wha t  has  been  so  2 

apparent  i s  t he  fac t  t ha t  the  ch ie f  execut i ve  3 

o f f i ce r  o f  Nassau Coun ty  has  no t  been heard  f rom 4 

to  te l l  us  where  he  s tands  on  th is  very  imp or tan t  5 

ma t te r .   H is  s i l ence  i s  deafen ing .  6 

 I  do  no t  expec t  Mr .  Mangano t o  be  7 

phys ica l l y  p resent  i n  th is  chamber  because he  has  8 

an  enormous job .   I  can  unders tand  tha t .   B u t  as  9 

the  coun ty  execu t i ve  o f  Nassau ,  you were  e l ec ted  10 

to  upho ld  the  p r inc ip les ,  s tandards ,  and  mo ra l  11 

i ssues  o f  a l l  t he  res idents  o f  Nassau Count y ,  be  12 

they  repub l i can  or  democra t .  13 

 You are  up  fo r  re -e lec t i on  in  November ,  14 

Mr .  Mangano.   And as  res iden ts  o f  Nassau  Co unty  15 

and res idents  who are  go ing  to  be  gross l y  16 

impacted  by  the  t raves ty  o f  t h is  red is t r i c t i ng  17 

p rocess ,  we need  to  know where  you  s tand  on  th is  18 

i ssue.   You can  no  longer  rema in  s i l en t .   Y ou 19 

need  to  te l l  us  where  you s tand.   Are  you o n  the  20 

s ide  o f  what ' s  r igh t  o r  a re  you go ing  to  be  loya l  21 

and tow the  par t y  l i ne?  22 

 The GOP as  you once knew i t  no  l onger  23 

ex is ts .   The  face  and co lo r  o f  Long Is land has  24 

changed and the  GOP needs to  come to  te rms w i th  25 
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tha t .   Th i s  who le  process  is  rea l l y  abou t  m oney,  2 

power ,  and  cont ro l .   D iv ide  commun i t ies ,  sp l i t  3 

the  vo te ,  d i l u te  power ,  and even  v io la te  th e  4 

Vo t ing  R igh ts  Ac t  i f  you  mus t ,  do  whatever  you  5 

need  to  do .   Bu t  we ' re  ca l l i ng  you  ou t  and we 6 

want  you  to  know tha t  we ' re  on  to  the  scam.  7 

 Thank you.  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  9 

Do lo res .  10 

 The nex t  speaker  i s  Jane  Thomas.  11 

 MS.  THOMAS:    Good  morn ing .  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Good  morn ing .  13 

 MS.  THOMAS:    My  name is  Jane  Thomas .   I  14 

am the  co-pres iden t  o f  The  League o f  Women V oters  15 

o f  Nassau County .   And  Mr .  Rosen tha l  i s  her e ;  he  16 

i s  a  member ,  as  we l l .   Okay .  17 

 The League  o f  Women Vo te rs ,  as  you  know,  18 

i s  a  non -par t i san  organ iza t io n  encourag ing  19 

i n fo rmed  and  ac t ive  pa r t i c ipa t ion  in  governm en t .   20 

We have been  invo lved w i th  the  red is t r i c t in g  21 

p rocess  in  Nassau Coun ty  s ince  Sep tember  20 12,  22 

and have  tes t i f i ed  a t  each  and  eve ry  hear in g  23 

he ld .   I t  i s  d i s tu rb ing  tha t  t he  pos t i ng  o f  th is  24 

meet ing  was aga in  done  as  the  las t  poss ib le  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  40 Rules Committee – 2 - 11- 13 

moment .   We aga in  ask  fo r  t im e ly  hea r ing  no t ices  2 

tha t  w i l l  demons t ra te  an  i n te res t  in  pub l ic  3 

comment  and inpu t .   We  a lso  ask  tha t  any  ma p  be 4 

vo ted  on  today  be  p laced  on  your  webs i te ,  5 

i nv i t i ng  pub l ic  comment .  6 

 Fundamenta l  t o  any  red is t r i c t i ng  i s  7 

hav ing  d is t r i c t s  tha t  a re  com pac t ,  con t iguou s,  8 

and re f l ec t i ng  communi t i es  o f  in te res t .    9 

 Mr .  Kope l ,  you  rep resent  the  F ive  Towns 10 

a rea .   How can you ,  in  good consc ience ,  sup por t  a  11 

map tha t  sp l i t s  the  F i ve  Towns  communi ty  in to  12 

four  separa te  l eg i s la t i ve  d i s t r i c t s?  13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Excus e  me.   Bu t  14 

Mr .  Kope l  i s  no t  a  s i t t i ng  member  o f  t he  Ru les  15 

Commi t tee  a t  th i s  t ime ,  and there fore  he  is  no t  16 

to  add ress  you.  17 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Po in t  o f  o rde r .   Po in t  18 

o f  o rder ,  i f  I  may ,  Ms .  Pres id ing  Of f i ce r .  19 

 Mr .  Kope l  i s ,  i n  fac t ,  a  member  o f  t h i s  20 

Ru les  Commi t tee .   He  i s  s i t t i ng  in  the  cham ber .   21 

He  i s  the  sub jec t  o f  t h i s .   The fac t  t ha t  h e  has  22 

chosen  to  s tep  o f f  t he  commi t tee  fo r  t h i s  m eet ing  23 

does  in  no  way,  shape,  o r  fo rm change the  f ac t  24 

tha t  Ms.  Thomas  and anyone  e l se  in  th i s  room  i s  25 
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en t i t l ed  to  comment  on  wha t  the  proposed  d i s t r i c t  2 

i n  Mr .  Kope l ' s  a rea  w i l l  l ook  l i ke .  3 

 MS.  THOMAS:     Thank  you .   I 'm  say ing  a l l  4 

o f  t h i s  fo r  t he  reco rd .  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Ho ld  on .   6 

Leg is la to r  W ink ,  i t  i s  my ca l l  a t  th is  par t i cu la r  7 

t ime  tha t  she i s  speak ing  in  pub l i c  comment .   Mr .  8 

Kope l  - -  Leg is la to r  Kope l  has  a  fami ly  ob l i ga t ion  9 

and he  i s  unab le  to  fu l f i l l  h i s  ro le  today  as  a  10 

member  o f  the  Ru les  Commi t tee ,  and  tha t ' s  w hy 11 

Leg is la to r  R icha rd  N ico le l lo  i s  s i t t ing  in  fo r  12 

h im.   And i f  you  w ish  to  comm ent ,  he  w i l l  ad dress  13 

you pr iva te l y ,  bu t  he ' s  no t  - -  14 

 MS.  THOMAS:    Thank you.   I  wou ld  l i ke  to  15 

cont inue  - -  16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    go ing  to  do  i t  17 

du r ing  pub l i c  comment .  18 

 MS.  THOMAS:   my  s ta temen t .  19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Guess  what?   I n  20 

two weeks  t ime,  Mr .  Kope l  w i l l  be  s i t t ing  h e re  21 

and you can ask  h im tha t  same ques t ion  and he  22 

w i l l  be  ab le  to  respond.  23 

 MS.  THOMAS:    Thank you.   Thank you ve ry  24 

much .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR WINK:    And  I  suspect  t he re  2 

w i l l  be  a  lo t  o f  peop le  who w i l l  have a  lo t  o f  3 

answers  and a  l o t  o f  ques t ions  to  be  asked o f  4 

them in  two weeks  t ime .  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mr .  W ink  - -  6 

Leg is la to r  W ink  - -  7 

 MS.  THOMAS:    I  am mere ly  say ing  - -  8 

excuse  me.   I  am mere ly  say ing  tha t  th is  co nveys  9 

a  to ta l  lack  o f  concern  and respec t  fo r  the  10 

cons t i tuen ts  o f  tha t  a rea  and ,  i n  fac t ,  tha t  Mr .  11 

Kope l  he ld  a  p rev ious  pos i t i on  i n  wh ich  he  sa id ,  12 

and I  quote ,  " tha t  t he  F ive  Towns sha l l  nev e r  be  13 

sp l i t  apar t . "  14 

 A l so ,  the  Februa ry  6  repub l i can  map pu ts  15 

D is t r i c t  14  i n to  th ree  d i f fe r en t  t owns  - -  16 

Hempstead,  Nor th  Hemps tead ,  and Oyster  Bay  - -  17 

spann ing  f rom Garden  C i t y  to  Bethpage.   In  18 

D is t r i c t  11 ,  wha t  does  Por t  Wash ing ton ,  wh i ch  is  19 

the  Town o f  Nor th  Hempstead,  have in  common  wi th  20 

the  C i ty  o f  G len  Cove?    The  V i l lage  o f  Hemp stead 21 

i t se l f  w i l l  be  sp l i t  i n to  th ree  leg i s la t i ve  22 

d i s t r i c t s .   Ros lyn ,  wh ich  has  h i s to r ica l l y  been a  23 

commun i t y  o f  common in te res t ,  now wi l l  be  r educed 24 

to  an  ins ign i f i can t  po r t ion  o f  f ou r  d i s t r i c t s ,  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  43 Rules Committee – 2 - 11- 13 

most ly  Oys te r  Bay  d i s t r i c t s ,  m in im iz ing  i t s  2 

connec t ion  and in f luence  in  i t s  own town ,  t he  3 

Town o f  Nor th  Hempstead.  4 

 Mr .  Moroney,  the  cha i r  o f  the  Temporary  5 

D is t r i c t ing  Adv iso ry  Commi t tee  sa id  tha t  th i s  6 

wou ld  be  a  fa i r  and t ransparen t  p rocess .  7 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  t ime has  exp i red .   8 

You 've  had  four  minu tes  now.  9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    P lease  wrap i t  10 

up ,  p lease .  11 

 MS.  THOMAS:    I  d id  no t  speak  fo r  four  12 

m inu tes .   Excuse  me.   I  was  i n te r rup ted .  13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    The t ime  i s  th ree  14 

m inu tes .  15 

 MS.  THOMAS:    I  have  very  l i t t le  more  to  16 

say .  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    P lease  wrap i t  18 

up .  19 

 MS.  THOMAS:    Thank you.   Okay .  20 

 You have  th ree  maps be fo re  you .   You  a lso  21 

have  the  map  f rom the  Nassau  Un i ted  Red is t r i c t ing  22 

Coa l i t ion  map .   You can take  f rom each  o f  t hese 23 

maps  to  c rea te  fa i r  leg i s la t i ve  d i s t r i c t s  f o r  the  24 

coun ty  res iden ts ,  w i th  compet i t i ve  d is t r i c t s  tha t  25 
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p r io r i t i ze  the  vo ters  and commun i t ies  o f  2 

i n te res t ,  ra the r  than the  in te res ts  o f  po l i t i ca l  3 

pa r t y .   You can  then  p roud ly  vo te  on  a  map tha t  4 

l e ts  the  c i t i zens  o f  Nassau Coun ty  choose t he i r  5 

e lec ted  represen ta t i ves ,  ra the r  than  on  a  m ap 6 

where  e lec ted  o f f i c i a l s  dec ide  who  w i l l  vo t e  fo r  7 

them.  8 

 Thank you.  9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Ms.  10 

Thomas .  11 

 Oswyn Montou te .   I  don ' t  know i f  I  sa id  12 

the  las t  name co r rec t l y .  13 

 MR.  MONTOUTE:    Oswyn Montou te .  14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  gue ss  I  sa id  i t  15 

r i gh t .   Thank  you.  16 

 MR.  MONTOUTE:    You ' re  we lcome.  17 

 I  am here  s imp ly  to  say  tha t  t he  major i t y  18 

o f  t he  peop le  - -  t he  major i t y  o f  t he  peop le  19 

aga ins t  th is  ge r rymander ing  o f  t he  d is t r i c t s .  20 

 I t  does  no t  rep resen t  the  peop le .   I f  21 

every  ten  yea rs  o r  so  we  have  d i s t r i c t s  red r awn,  22 

what  i s  go ing  to  happen tha t  eve ry  new par t y  tha t  23 

comes in  to  power  w i l l  be  chang ing  the  d is t r i c ts  24 

to  sa t is fy  the i r  des i re .   So  my pos i t i on  is  tha t  25 
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the  peop le  shou ld  be  t rea ted  fa i r l y .  2 

 We shou ld  have the  r igh t  t o  e lec t  who we  3 

want  and  no t  have the  po l i t i ca l  pa r t ies  dec ide  4 

fo r  us  who  shou ld  be  i n  power .   I  wou ld  l i k e  to  5 

rea l l y  see  tha t  - -  I  shou ld  h ave  the  r igh t  t o  6 

vo te  fo r  whoever  I  wan t  and no t  have  the  pa r ty  7 

dec ide  fo r  me  who they  wan t  to  be  in  power .  8 

 Thank you ve ry  much.  9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you ve ry  10 

much .  11 

 Our  nex t  speaker  i s  Mary  C losson .  12 

 MS.  CLOSSON:    Good morn ing .   13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Good  morn ing .  14 

 MS.  CLOSSON:    My name i s  Mary  C losson .   15 

I  am v ice  pres iden t  f rom Our  Communi ty  fo r  16 

Change ,  and a lso  a  res iden t  o f  Hemps tead .  17 

 Look  a t  th is  red is t r i c t i ng .   As  much  as  I  18 

have  heard  abou t  i t  and read  about  i t ,  we f ee l  19 

l i ke  i t ' s  a l l  po l i t i ca l ,  f o r  t he i r  ga in ,  an d  we 20 

a re  no t  p leased  w i th  i t .   Look ing  a t  t he  ma p  tha t  21 

you a l l  p roposed  th i s  morn ing ,  we fee l  l i ke  i t ' s  22 

unacceptab le .   23 

 I  l i s tened  to  bo th  s ides  as  I  sa t  he re .   24 

We 'd  l i ke  to  see  the  map  tha t  the  democra ts  pu t  25 
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toge ther .   When  we  make a  conc lus ion ,  we 'd  l i ke  2 

to  know what  bo th  s ides  are  do ing ,  no t  j us t  one.   3 

And the  map tha t  t hey  showed  th i s  morn ing  i s ,  to  4 

me ,  coming  f rom one s ide .   So  i t  i s  to ta l l y  5 

unacceptab le  tha t  we  a re  no t  p leased  w i th  i t .   We 6 

wou ld  l i ke  you a l l  t o  go  back  and reexamine  the  7 

maps  tha t  was  in t roduced  to  you guys  as  a  w ho le ,  8 

no t  jus t  one  s ided .  9 

 I  have  a  ques t ion .   When  wou ld  the  f ina l  10 

meet ing  fo r  t h i s  map  be presen ted?  11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    A t  t he  February  12 

25  mee t ing ,  we w i l l  have  a  mee t ing  o f  the  F u l l  13 

Leg is la tu re  when  a l l  o f  the  l eg i s la to rs  w i l l  have 14 

an  oppor tun i t y  to  address  the  pub l ic ' s  conc ern .   15 

Februa ry  25 .  16 

 MS.  CLOSSON:    Thank  you .  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Nex t  speaker  i s  18 

Joyce Stowe.  19 

 MS.  STOWE:    Good morn ing .  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Good  morn ing .  21 

 MS.  STOWE:    I 'm  Joyce  S towe .   I ' ve  been  22 

he re  severa l  t imes  on  the  sub jec t  o f  23 

red i s t r i c t ing ,  as  i t  r e fe rs  to  the  E lmon t  24 

commun i t y .  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  47 Rules Committee – 2 - 11- 13 

 Acco rd ing  to  the  manda te ,  d i s t r i c t s  must  2 

be  compact  and con t iguous.   I t  makes  no  sen se to  3 

c rea te  a  d is t r i c t  to  e lec t  a  m inor i t y  p re fe r red  4 

cand ida te  in  a  d is t r i c t  s t re t ch ing  f rom E lm ont  to  5 

Inwood .   I 'm  an  E lmont  res iden t ,  and  I  have  6 

no th ing  in  common wi th  Inwood .   As  a  c iv ic  7 

l eader ,  I ' ve  never  done any  coord ina ted  com mun i t y  8 

o rgan iz ing  i n  Inwood ,  un l i ke  Va l ley  S t ream,  South  9 

F lo ra l  Park ,  Nor th  Va l ley  S t ream.  10 

 E lmont  shou ld  no t  be  d iv ided  f rom the  11 

ex is t i ng  commun i ty  i t  i s .   I n  do ing  so ,  you  w i l l  12 

sp l i t  us  and  a f fec t  ou r  Chamb er  o f  Commerce  and 13 

ou r  schoo ls .   I  w i l l  no t  s i t  here  and have you  14 

d i v ide  us .  15 

 Thank you.  16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    The nex t  speaker  17 

i s  Ph i l  Heck le r .  18 

 MR.  HECKLER:    Good morn ing .   Thanks  fo r  19 

the  oppor tun i ty  to  speak .   Ph i l  Heck le r .   I 'm a  20 

40  yea r  res iden t  o f  H icksv i l l e ,  and I 'm a  n ew 21 

schoo l  boa rd  member ;  t h i s  i s  my f i rs t  year .   Bu t  22 

I  am here  rep resen t ing  myse l f .  23 

 As  I ' ve  go t ten  very  invo lved  in  loca l  24 

c i v i cs ,  I ' ve  rea l i zed  there  were  two  very  b ig  25 
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i ssues  fo r  ou r  communi ty ,  one  was the  downt own  2 

redeve lopmen t  and need  fo r  rev i ta l i z ing  o f  3 

down town  H icksv i l l e ,  and  the  o ther  was  the  i ssue  4 

o f  schoo l  taxes  and the  fac t  t ha t  much  o f  o u r  5 

wea l th  i s  be ing  red i s t r i bu ted  to  ups ta te  6 

commun i t ies .   Fo r  example ,  H icksv i l l e  and 7 

ne ighbor ing  commun i t ies  ge t  abou t  ten  pe rcen t  8 

a id ,  wh i le  ups ta te  communi t i es  ge t  as  much as  70  9 

pe rcen t  a id .   I  be l i eve  fo r  t hose reasons,  t o  10 

bo th  he lp  w i th  the  rev i ta l i za t ion  o f  downto wn and 11 

to  he lp  ge t  a  fa i r  amoun t  o f  s ta te  tax  a id ,  we  12 

need  un i f i ed  rep resenta t ion  fo r  cont iguous 13 

commun i t ies .  14 

 H icksv i l le  a l ready  has  now th ree  s ta te  15 

sena to rs ;  we ' re  sp l i t  up  and  chopped  up in t o  16 

l i t t le  p ieces .  17 

 I  was  a t  t he  Woodbury  meet ing  tha t  was  18 

ment ioned ea r l i e r  today ,  and  wha t  I  heard  f rom 19 

most  o f  the  speakers  i s  tha t  t hey  wanted  to  see 20 

the  schoo l  d i s t r i c ts  kep t  toge ther .   Appare n t l y  21 

tha t  was  acknow ledged fo r ,  I  guess ,  22 

Woodbury /Syosse t .   Bu t  H icksv i l l e  i s  b roken  up  23 

in to ,  in  th i s  p roposa l ,  th ree  separa te  d is t r i c ts .   24 

In  e f fec t ,  i f  t h is  p lan  is  app roved,  we ' l l  25 
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v i r t ua l l y  become a t - la rge  members .   The area  tha t  2 

we ' re  represented  by  l ooks  l i ke  i t  covers  a bou t  -3 

-  H icksv i l le  i s  b roken  up  in t o  communi t i es  t ha t  4 

w i l l  now cove r  about  ha l f  o f  Nassau Coun ty  - -  a l l  5 

o f  t h i s  red ,  a l l  o f  th is  b lue ,  and  a  b ig  pa r t  o f  6 

th is  g reen .  7 

 I  imp lore  ou r  l ong - te rm res ident  o f  8 

H icksv i l le ,  Rose  Walke r ,  no t  t o  b reak  up  h i s to r i c  9 

down town  H icksv i l l e  - -  I  mean  H icksv i l le ,  k eep  10 

the  schoo l  d i s t r i c t  toge ther ,  don ' t  b reak  u s  up  11 

i n to  th ree  d i s t r i c ts ,  and he lp  us  work  to  12 

redeve lop  downtown  H icksv i l l e .  13 

 Thank you.  14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Mr .  15 

Heck le r .  16 

 Next  speaker  i s  J i l l  W i l l i ams .  17 

 MS.  WILL IAMS:    Good  morn ing .  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Good  morn ing ,  Ms .  19 

Wi l l iams .  20 

 MS.  WILL IAMS:    I  wou ld  ask  tha t  you  a l l  21 

l ook  a t  me  wh i l e  I 'm  speak ing .   Thank you.   Jus t  22 

ou t  o f  respec t ,  as  you  sa id  P res id ing  Of f i c e r .   23 

Thank you.  24 

 My  comments  a re  rea l l y  d i rec ted  to  you r  25 
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consc ience .   And  tha t  i s  t ha t  we  have these  2 

p ro toco ls  and  r i tua l s  he re  i n  the  Un i ted  St a tes  3 

and we  a l l  p ledged  a l l eg iance  to  the  f lag  b e fo re  4 

we  s ta r ted  th is  meet ing .   So  wha t  I ' d  l i ke  to  5 

unders tand  i s  when  you  a l l  become e lec ted  6 

o f f i c i a l s ,  who a re  you  rea l l y  represen t ing?    7 

 So ,  I  have  a  prepared s ta temen t  because 8 

I 'm pre t ty  emot iona l  about  th i s ,  as  you can  9 

imag ine .  10 

 I ' ve  been vo t ing  s ince  I  t u rned 18 .   I  11 

take ,  ve ry  se r ious ly ,  my  commi tmen t  to  my 12 

commun i t y  and  my  count ry .   Mos t  impor tan t ly ,  I  13 

be l i eve  in  democracy ,  so  much  tha t  I  t ook  t he  day  14 

o f f  f rom work ,  because  you  choose to  have th ese 15 

k inds  o f  mee t ings  - -  you  choose to  have the se 16 

k inds  o f  mee t ings  when  peop le  l i ke  me can ' t  be  17 

he re .   Excuse  me .  18 

 I  be l i eve  tha t  I  have an  ob l i ga t ion  to  be  19 

a  decent ,  ca r ing  human  be ing  who  works  to  m ake  my 20 

l i fe  and  the  l i ves  o f  o the rs  be t te r .   As  e le c ted  21 

o f f i c i a l s  - -  as  I  sa id ,  p leas e  look  a t  me wh en  22 

I 'm read ing  my s ta tement .   As  e lec ted  o f f i c i a l s  23 

your  du ty  shou ld  be  to  rep resent  you r  24 

cons t i tuen ts  in  do ing  the  same,  mak ing  the i r  25 
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l i ves  be t te r  fo r  t he i r  f am i l i es  and the i r  2 

commun i t ies .   What  I  don ' t  unders tand is  whe n you 3 

do  th i s ,  why  do  you have  to  d i sc r im ina te  ag a ins t  4 

o the r  commun i t i es  tha t  have less  power ,  tha t  a re  5 

impacted  by  eve ry  d i sp ropor t i ona te  impac t  t ha t  6 

happens to  everyone?  7 

 Th is  ac t ,  wh ich  is  t h i s  who le  8 

red i s t r i c t ing  c razy ,  madness  tha t  you a l l  sa y  is  9 

- -  wha t  i s  i t  t ha t  t he  gen t le man  sa id ,  met  e ve ry  10 

cons t i tu t i ona l  gu ide l i ne?  Th is  ac t  o f  11 

red i s t r i c t ing  i s  an  ac t  tha t  i s  ch ipp ing  aw ay a t  12 

ou r  democracy ,  our  vo i ce ,  my  vo i ce ,  my  vo te .   I t  13 

i s  embar rass ing .   I t  i s  d i sgus t i ng ,  and I  d ay  say  14 

i t  i s  an  ac t  o f  ins t i t u t iona l i zed  rac i sm.    15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Ah ,  excuse  me.  16 

 MS.  WILL IAMS:    I 'm a lmost  f i n ished.  17 

 What  concerns  me  the  mos t ,  wh ich  i s  18 

confus ing ,  i s  t ha t  Nassau Coun ty  i s  the  mos t  19 

segregated  coun ty  in  the  coun t ry ,  o r  one  o f ,  so  20 

you c rea ted  th i s  ma jor i t y ,  wh ich  i s  in te res t ing ,  21 

and now you wan t  to  take  i t  back .   I t ' s  con fus ing  22 

to  me.    23 

 I  can ' t  l i ve  in  O ld  Be thpage  i f  I  wanted  24 

to .   I f  I  wen t  ove r  there  w i th  my husband,  I  25 
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p robab ly  wou ld  be  pro f i l ed .    2 

 Nassau  County  res idents ,  a l l  o f  us ,  in  3 

a l l  towns and  hamle ts ,  con t inue to  s t rugg le  f rom 4 

the  recove ry  f rom the  economic  c rash .   What  a re  5 

you do ing  beh ind  c losed doors?   Wh i le  Nassa u  6 

Coun ty  con t inues  to  f i gh t  to  keep the i r  hom es,  to  7 

recove r  f rom Hur r i cane  Sandy ,  where  are  you ?   8 

What  a re  you  do ing?   9 

 What 's  con fus ing  to  me  i s  tha t  wh i le  10 

peop le  a re  work ing  two  and  th ree  j obs  to  pa y  11 

taxes ,  t o  keep our  budge t ,  t o  he lp  you  keep  your  12 

j obs  to  represen t  us ,  you ' re  now t ry ing  to  take  13 

away  the  one  th ing  tha t  I  can  proud ly  say  I  have ,  14 

tha t  I  a lways  exerc i se ,  wh ich  is  my r i gh t  t o  15 

choose  peop le  tha t  l ook  l i ke  me,  tha t  under s tand  16 

my  communi ty ,  t ha t  unders tand  the  s t rugg les  o f  my 17 

commun i t y .   And  I  d idn ' t  say  tha t  I 'm a  lon g - te rm 18 

res ident  o f  t he  V i l l age  o f  Hemps tead .  19 

 I f  my ch i l d ren  were  he re ,  a t  age  15  and 20 

17 ,  I  th ink  tha t  t hey  wou ld  b e  - -  you  know,  why 21 

shou ld  I  vo te?  22 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  t ime has  exp i red ,  23 

ma 'am.  24 

 MS.  WILL IAMS:    I 'm c los ing .  25 
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 Th is  i s  a  t raves ty .   You  shou ld  be  2 

ashamed o f  yourse lves .   I  hope  when you go  home 3 

and you look  a t  your  g randch i l d ren  and  your  4 

ch i l d ren  tha t  you ' re  p roud  o f  what  you ' re  d o ing .  5 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Mr .  Heck le r ,  I  th ink  6 

you ' re  s t i l l  he re ;  I 'm  no t  su re .   You don ' t  have  7 

to  come up .   I  j us t  wanted  to  co r rec t  somet h ing .  8 

 I  know tha t  you  were  speak ing  to  9 

Leg is la to r  Wa lke r  abou t  H icksv i l le .   H icksv i l l e  10 

does  no t  s tand a lone .   I  know tha t ' s  where  you ' re  11 

a  schoo l  boa rd  member ,  cor rec t?   But  i t  doe sn ' t  12 

s tand a lone under  th is  map .   You  men t ioned 13 

Syosse t  and Woodbury ,  they  a re  no t  t ogether .   14 

That  schoo l  d is t r i c t  has  been  sp l i t  in  ha l f .   I 'm 15 

ment ion ing  tha t  no t  as  an  argumenta t ive  th i ng .   16 

Bu t  I  th ink  the  reco rd  shou ld  be  cor rec t .  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Judy ,  you 18 

co r rec ted  the  reco rd .   Thank  you .  19 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Okay .  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    The nex t  speaker  21 

i s  - -  22 

 MR.  HECKLER:    I ’m  sor ry .   I ' m  Ph i l  23 

Heck le r .   I 'm  so r ry .   I  m igh t  have  been rea d ing  24 

the  map wrong .  25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I 'm so r ry .   I 'm 2 

so r ry .   Leg is la to r  Jacobs had  an  oppor tun i t y  to  3 

co r rec t  the  reco rd ,  and so  she  d id .   So tha nk  4 

you,  Mr .  Heck le r .  5 

 MR.  HECKLER:    Oh.   Okay .   Th ank  you .  6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    The nex t  speaker  7 

i s  M ichae l  Tu r i .  8 

 MR.  TURI :     Pres id ing  O f f i ce r  and  9 

Leg is la to rs ,  thank  you  very  much .   My name i s  10 

M ichae l  Tu r i .   I  was  born  in  the  F ive  Towns .   I  11 

cu r ren t l y  l i ve  i n  the  Town o f  Woodmere .   I  come 12 

he re  as  a  pr i va te  res ident  t o  ask  why are  y ou 13 

sp l i t t ing  my  towns  up?   Why a re  you mak ing  th ree  14 

d i f f e ren t  commun i t ies  - -  why  a re  you  mak ing  th ree  15 

separa te  commun i t i es  where  one  communi ty  16 

cu r ren t l y  ex i s t s?  17 

 When  I  l ook  a t  t h i s  map I  see  the  Town o f  18 

Lawrence  be ing  pu t  w i th  Long  Beach ,  I  see  t he  19 

Town o f  Woodmere  be ing  pu t  w i th  Eas t  Rockaw ay and 20 

pa r t  o f  Rockv i l l e  Cent re ,  and ,  mos t  eg reg iou s l y ,  21 

I  see  the  Town o f  Inwood  be ing  s t r ipped f ro m the  22 

F i ve  Towns  and added  to  E lmon t .   These  two 23 

commun i t ies  a re  no t  re la ted .   They  do  no t  24 

i n te rac t  regu la r ly .   They  have  d i f fe ren t  25 
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commun i t y  in te res ts .  2 

 What  rea l l y  wor r ies  me ,  thoug h ,  i s  t ha t  3 

by  j o in ing  these  two  m inor i t y  commun i t ies  o f  4 

Inwood  and  E lmon t  toge ther ,  you  are  depr iv i ng  5 

them the i r  cons t i t u t iona l  r i gh t  o f  rep resen t ing  6 

the i r  own commun i t ies .   They  have the  r i gh t  - -  7 

they  have the  r i gh t  to  expec t  to  no t  have t he i r  8 

vo tes  d i lu ted  and to  rep resen t  l eaders  who 9 

represen t  the i r  in te res ts .  10 

 Thank you ve ry  much.  11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you.  12 

 The nex t  speaker  - -  13 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Can  I  cor rec t  t he  14 

reco rd?  Madame Pres id ing  Of f i ce r ,  can  I  co r rec t  15 

the  reco rd  fo r  one  second?    16 

 By  appearances ,  Mr .  Tu r i  - -  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Excuse  me.  18 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    f ou r  d i f f e ren t  19 

l eg i s la t i ve  d is t r i c t s  w i l l  have the  F i ve  To wns .   20 

No t  jus t  t h ree ,  four .  21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Excuse  me.   Bu t  I  22 

d id  say  be fo re  tha t ,  i f  need  be ,  i f  we  don ' t  23 

cont inue  in  a  respec t fu l  manner  - -  you  a l l  h ave a  24 

r i gh t  to  speak here  today ,  bu t  you  don ' t  ha ve a  25 
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r i gh t  to  d is respec t  any  o f  us  he re  by  any  k ind  o f  2 

ou tburs t .   So  I 'm ask ing  you  to  p lease  res t ra in  3 

yourse l f .   I  don ’ t  wan t  to  ca l l  a  recess .   I  w i l l  4 

ca l l  a  recess  i f  I  have to .   But  i n  l i gh t  o f  t he  5 

weathe r  ou ts ide ,  I  don ' t  t h ink  you  wan t  to  s tay  6 

he re  any  l onger  than  we do .    7 

 So ,  a t  t h i s  po in t  in  t ime,  C laud ia  8 

Borecky .  9 

 MS.  BORECKY:    I  wou ld  l i ke  to  ask  who  10 

ac tua l l y  d rew these maps?  Can  anybody  answ er  11 

tha t  ques t ion?  Mr .  Moroney? 12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Excuse  me.   I t  i s  13 

on  the  record  who drew the  maps.  14 

 MS.  BORECKY:    Sky l i ne  Demograph ics ,  i s  15 

tha t  t he  ac tua l  f i rm  tha t  d id  i t ?  16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    You w i l l  have - -  17 

 MS.  BORECKY:    I ’m  ask ing  a  ques t ion .   18 

Th is  i s  a  hea r ing .   I  wou ld  l i ke  to  know ho w much 19 

money was spent  and who ac tua l l y  spent  - -  ho w 20 

much  money  was spent  and  who  ac tua l l y  d rew the  21 

maps?  Tha t ' s  my  taxpayer  do l l a rs  tha t  went  to  22 

d raw these  maps .   I  wou ld  l i ke  to  know who d id  23 

i t .  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Ms .  B o recky  - -  25 
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 MS.  BORECKY:    I  don ' t  care  i f  i t  was  in  2 

the  budget .   Tha t ' s  no t  my  ques t ion .   I  jus t  wan t  3 

- -  I  have issue  w i th  whoever  d rew these maps .  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    As  you  shou ld  5 

have  known,  C laud ia ,  t he re  was  money  a l l o t t ed  to  6 

the  commiss ion  fo r  bo th  s ides ,  a l l  r igh t ,  an d 7 

tha t ' s  t he  money  tha t  has  been  used to  d raw  the  8 

map tha t  you  see  here  today .  9 

 MS.  BORECKY:    So you w i l l  no t  g ive  me  an 10 

amount?   11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    No .   A t  th is  t ime 12 

I  can ' t  g i ve  you  an  amount .  13 

 MS.  BORECKY:    Tha t ' s  f i ne .   I  w i l l  t r y  14 

to  FOIL  i t  l a te r  on .  15 

 The po in t  i s  tha t  my  tax  do l l a rs  wen t  to  16 

do  th i s .   As  I  was  to ld  a t  t he  l as t  red i s t r i c t ing  17 

meet ing  by  Mr .  Moroney ,  they  were  to ld  th is  f i rm  18 

to  d raw these  maps  l ined  to  i ncumbency .   I  wou ld  19 

l i ke  to  know i f  tha t ' s  i n  wr i t ing  or  how tha t  20 

ag reemen t  was  made ,  how tha t  was  made to  th e  21 

company tha t  d rew th is  map .   Who  to ld  - -  and  was  22 

i t  i n  wr i t ing ,  t ha t  they  were  asked to  d raw  these 23 

maps  be ing  b l ind  to  incumbency .   I s  tha t  in  24 

wr i t ing?   I f  i t ' s  no t  in  wr i t i ng  - -  a  25 
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red i s t r i c t ing  commi t tee  o f  repub l i can ,  2 

red i s t r i c t ing  commi t tee  o f  mos t l y  a t to rneys  can 3 

g i ve  them hundreds  o f  thousands o f  do l la rs  - -  4 

because you ' re  no t  t e l l i ng  me  the  amount  - -  to  5 

d raw a  map  w i thout  ask ing  them to ,  i n  wr i t i ng ,  t o  6 

d raw accord ing  to  - -  b l i nd  to  incumbenc ies .   I  7 

mean ,  i f  i t ' s  no t  in  the  con t rac t ,  i f  i t ' s  no t  i n  8 

the  ag reemen t ,  t hen I  have  to  take  i t  to  th e  9 

po in t  tha t  t he  repub l i can  leg i s la to rs  asked  them 10 

to  d raw these  maps  w i th  b l ind  to  i ncumbency .  11 

 So ,  as  the  p res id ing  o f f i cer  f o r  t he  12 

Repub l ican  Par t y ,  d id  you draw these  maps b l ind  13 

to  i ncumbenc ies?  14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Are  you ask ing  15 

me?  16 

 MS.  BORECKY:    Yes .  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Le t  me  say  th i s  18 

to  you ,  Ms .  Borecky .    19 

 MS.  BORECKY:    Nobody e l se  i s  tak ing  20 

respons ib i l i t y  f o r  i t ,  so .  21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    You ' re  ask ing  me  22 

i f  I  d rew the  map.   Abso lu te l y  no t .  23 

 MS.  BORECKY:    You ,  no t  pe rsona l ly .  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    No .  25 
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 MS.  BORECKY:    These  a re  the  maps tha t  - -  2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Ms .  Bo recky .  3 

 MS.  BORECKY:    you  a re  p resen t ing .  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    You a re  go ing  to  5 

have  to  l i s ten  be fore  you speak.    6 

 A t  t he  p resen t  t ime you can ask  a l l  your  7 

ques t i ons .   Mr .  Moroney w i l l  be  back ,  and a t  t ha t  8 

t ime  he w i l l  add ress  those  ques t ions .   He 's  9 

mak ing  no te  o f  t hem.  10 

 MS.  BORECKY:    I ' l l  come back  and ask  11 

those ques t ions .  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    A f te r  everyone  13 

e l se  has  had  a  chance to  speak .  14 

 MS.  BORECKY:    Now I ' l l  dea l  w i th  15 

Mer r ick .  16 

 Mer r ick  i s  d i v ided  in to  th ree  leg i s la t i ve  17 

d i s t r i c t s .   We had  dozens o f  peop le  come he re  - -  18 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  mi nutes  have 19 

exp i red ,  ma 'am.  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Wrap  i t  up ,  21 

C laud ia .  22 

 MS.  BORECKY:    I  am jus t  go ing  to  pu t  23 

th is  on  the  map  to  show where  Dave  Denenber g  24 

l i ves .   I 'm tu rn ing  i t  a round  so  eve rybody can  25 
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see i t .  2 

 CLERK MULLER:    Ma 'am,  you  can ' t  t ouch  3 

the  map.  4 

 MS.  BORECKY:    They  drew Dave  Denenberg  5 

ou t  o f  t h i s  map  because he 's  an  incumben t ,  and  6 

pu t  h im a  pr imary  w i th  Scanne l l .  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Wrap  i t  up ,  8 

C laud ia .   And  we  don ' t  move the  map.   The m ap is  9 

fo r  ou r  bene f i t .  10 

 MS.  BORECKY:    I ' l l  come back  la te r  and 11 

speak.  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    When  eve ryone 13 

e l se  has  had  an  oppor tun i t y .  14 

 The nex t  speaker  i s  Reg is  Thomson 15 

Lawrence .  16 

 MS.  LAWRENCE:     Leg is la to rs ,  I  rea l l y  17 

f i nd  i t  d i f f i cu l t  fo r  me  to  s tand he re  toda y  18 

s ince  I 'm a  p la in t i f f  in  t he  red is t r i c t i ng  case.  19 

 What 's  d is tu rb ing  to  me is  tha t  there ' s  a  20 

map he re  tha t  I  rea l l y  don ' t  unders tand.   I 'm a  21 

l ong  te rm member  o f  the  V i l l age  o f  Hemps tea d  and  22 

I  don ' t  th ink  any  ch i l d ren  who  l i ve  in  the  23 

V i l l age  o f  Hemps tead  wou ld  unders tand how,  w hen 24 

they  tu rn  18 ,  t hey  w i l l  be  l ooked a t  go ing  ove r  25 
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to  Bethpage.   What  i s  th is?   G len  Head ,  O ld  2 

B rookv i l le ,  and  espec ia l l y  when we  have a l l  the  3 

red  l i gh t  cameras  a l l  over  the  v i l lage ,  4 

espec ia l l y  t he  V i l lage  o f  Hempstead,  no t  to  5 

ment ion  Rooseve l t  and Un ionda le .  6 

 My  concern  i s  was my  leg is la to r  in fo rmed  7 

when  the  maps  were  done?   Were  they  ca l l ed  i n  a  8 

t ime ly  manner  when  d iscuss ions  took  p lace?  I t ' s  9 

my  unders tand ing  tha t  they  were  no t .   I 'm 10 

d i s tu rbed.   I 'm  beg inn ing  to  th ink  I 'm  l i v i ng  in  11 

1864  and  1865 .  12 

 Now,  I  rea l l y ,  rea l l y  know tha t  a l l  o f  13 

you have  ch i l d ren ,  and  I  be l i eve  tha t  you h ave  a  14 

consc ience .   I  t h ink  today ,  a f te r  you leave  he re ,  15 

you w i l l  s ta r t  t h ink ing  abou t  the  impor tanc e  o f  16 

where  your  ch i l d ren  w i l l  be  i n  the  nex t  20  yea rs  17 

and how th is  map  w i l l  a f fec t  t hem in  the  nex t  ten  18 

years .   I  don ' t  be l i eve  tha t  you  th ink  tha t  we  19 

a re  so  uneducated  in  the  V i l l age  o f  Hempste ad 20 

tha t  you  w i l l  t h ink  tha t  we w i l l  go  home to day  21 

and no t  ca l l  some o f  my f r iends ,  who  happen  to  22 

l i ve  i n  G len  Cove and Brookv i l le ,  who may no t  23 

even  know tha t  t h i s  meet ing  i s  t ak ing  p lace  24 

today .    25 
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 Yes ,  I 'm  sad  and  I 'm  d is tu rbed ,  because 2 

some o f  you who  ca l l  you rse l ves  Chr i s t ians  don ' t  3 

even  know wha t  tha t  word  means .   4 

 I  jus t  wan t  to  say  to  you aga in ,  i t ' s  5 

d i s tu rb ing  tha t  I  have  to  th ink  tha t  t h i s  i s  2013 6 

and I 'm back  to  1864  and  1865 .   Yes ,  t h i s  i s  wha t  7 

we  ca l l  - -  Feb ruary  i s  wha t  we  ca l l  the  Af r i can  8 

Amer ican  mon th .   Eve ry  day  i s  an  A f r i can  Am er i can 9 

month  fo r  me .  10 

 I 'm jus t  say ing ,  t h ink  about  i t ,  ponder  11 

abou t  i t ,  and  th ink  abou t  you r  ch i ld ren  and  the i r  12 

g randch i ld ren ,  how they  w i l l  f ee l  abou t  th i s  13 

dec i s ion  tha t  you are  mak ing  here  today .   W hethe r  14 

you ag ree w i th  me or  no t ,  i t ' s  you r  consc ie nce  15 

tha t  you  w i l l  have  to  res t  w i th  fo r  the  res t  o f  16 

your  l i f e .  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Ms.  18 

Lawrence .  19 

 The nex t  speaker  i s  Denn is  Jones .  20 

 MR.  JONES:    Good a f te rnoon,  Leg is la to rs .  21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Good  morn ing ,  Mr .  22 

Jones.  23 

 MR.  JONES:    Years  ago ,  in  a  sma l l  bu t  24 

p rominen t  pa r t  o f  the  wor ld  a  g rea t  man ros e  to  25 
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the  cha l lenge  o f  i nequa l i t y .   Th is  man  def i ed  2 

odds ,  s tood fo r  change ,  and fought  fo r  t he  r igh ts  3 

o f  B lack .   Th is  g rea t  man shou ld  be  lauded.   4 

S imi la r  to  the  t imes  tha t  we  ce leb ra te  a l l  5 

th rough th is ,  ou r  B lack  H is to ry  Month ,  s imi la r  t o  6 

the  preced ing  month  o f  January ,  ou r  ce lebra t ion  7 

o f  ano ther  h is to r i ca l  g rea t ,  t he  Reverend Do ctor  8 

Mar t in  Lu the r  K ing ,  J r .  9 

 Th is  man ,  John Kearse ,  t ha t  g rea t  name 10 

shou ld  remain  on  our  l ips  th roughout  these 11 

p roceed ings .   I t  shou ld  resound as  a  roa r in g  l ion  12 

f rom the  l ips  o f  a l l  who  l i ve  in  Leg is la t i v e  13 

D is t r i c t s  1  and  2 ,  and  shou ld  be  ce leb ra ted  14 

cont inuous ly  by  the  e lec ted  l eg i s la to rs  in  those  15 

d i s t r i c t s .  16 

 I n  1993,  Un i ted  Sta te  D is t r i c t  Cour t  17 

Judge Ar thur  D.  Spat t  ru led  the  Board  o f  18 

Superv isors '  fo rm o f  l oca l  governmen t  19 

uncons t i tu t i ona l ,  based on  the  fac t  tha t  i t  d id  20 

no t  represen t  one pe rson ,  one  vo te .   One  pe rson,  21 

one vo te ,  equa l i t y .   Judge  Spa t t  d i rec ted  t he  22 

Board  o f  Superv i so rs  to  appo in t  a  commiss io n  on  23 

gove rnment  rev i s ion .   Th is  17  member  commis s ion  24 

was fo rmed  to  make  recommenda t ions  to  the  b oard ,  25 
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a  new leg i s la t i ve  body .   The reo rgan iza t ion  wou ld  2 

be  the  b igges t  change in  the  way  Nassau Cou n ty  i s  3 

gove rned .   The fo rma t ion  o f  t he  leg i s la tu re  4 

changed the  sys tem o f  gove rnment  o f  Nassau County  5 

fo r  the  f i rs t  t ime  in  100 yea rs .  6 

 The c rea t i on  o f  two mino r i ty  dominated  7 

d i s t r i c t s  was a t  t he  hear t  o f  the  p lan .   N in e teen 8 

member  Nassau  Coun ty  Leg is la tu re  tha t  was m ean t  9 

to  assure  fa i r  rep resenta t ion  fo r  Long  I s la nd ' s  10 

g row ing numbers .   John  Kearse ,  t he  commiss i on ' s  11 

v i ce  cha i rman ,  sa id  two Af r i can  Amer icans  w i l l  12 

become par t  o f  t he  governance  o f  t he  county .    13 

 The commiss ion  p roposed a  map  cons is t i ng  14 

o f  19  leg i s la t i ve  d i s t r i c t s  and adop ted i t  on  May 15 

24 ,  1994 .   The h is to r i c  f i rs t  sess ion  began  16 

January  1 ,  1996 .  17 

 The o the r  day  I  w i tnessed the  emot iona l  18 

c ry  fo r  ac t i on  f rom anothe r  g rea t  pe rson ,  no t  19 

l auded  enough  in  our  communi t y .   I n  1988 ,  D oro thy  20 

Goosby  and  o the rs  f i led  a  c lass  ac t i on  su i t  21 

aga ins t  the  Town o f  Hempstead ,  cha rg ing  tha t  t he  22 

Town o f  Hemps tead ' s  a t - l a rge  vo t ing  sys tem f o r  23 

the  town  board  d isc r im ina ted  aga ins t  m inor i t y  24 

commun i t ies .   N ine  yea rs  l a te r  - -  n ine  year s  25 
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la te r ,  i n  1997,  a  fede ra l  judge ag reed  and ru led  2 

tha t  t he  Town o f  Hemps tead 's  method o f  vo t i ng  a t  3 

l a rge  was d i sc r im ina to ry  and  v io la ted  the  V o t ing  4 

R igh ts  Ac t .  5 

 Goosby v. The Town of Hempstead  was  a  6 

case  in  wh ich  Hempstead - -  New York ' s  rac ia l l y  7 

d i sc r im ina ted  a t - l a rge  vo t ing  sys tem was  8 

contes ted .   A  t rans forma t ion  o f  the  vo t i ng  sys tem 9 

was fo rced  on  the  Long  I s land  town  as  a  res u l t .  10 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 11 

exp i red ,  s i r .  12 

 MR.  JONES:    The  o r ig ina l  su i t  a l l eged  13 

gove rnment  was a  v io la t i on  o f  the  Vo t ing  R i gh ts  14 

Ac t  o f  1965,  as  we l l  as  15 th ,  14 th ,  13 th ,  a nd 1s t  15 

Amendments .   Hemps tead  has  a  h is to r i ca l l y  o f  16 

rac ia l l y  po la r i zed  vo t ing ,  l eav ing  cand ida t es  o f  17 

co lo r  unab le  to  ob ta in  su f f i c i en t  vo tes  ou t s ide  18 

the i r  commun i t i es  to  w in  e lec t ion .  19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Wi l l  you  p lease 20 

wrap  i t  up?  21 

 MR.  JONES:    I  w i l l .   The Cour t  o f  22 

Appea ls  echoed th i s  sent imen t  in  i t s  dec is i on .   23 

Wi thou t  access  to  the  repub l i can  s la ted  pro cess ,  24 

B lacks  s imp ly  a re  unab le  to  have  any  p re fer red  25 
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cand ida te  e lec ted  to  the  town  board .  2 

 Because o f  t hese  two  heroes  and more ,  3 

red i s t r i c t ing  has  become a  pa r t  o f  our  h is t o ry ,  4 

a long w i th  c i v i l  r igh ts ,  s t rugg les  fo r  equa l i t y ,  5 

Abraham L inco ln ,  Mar t i n  Lu the r  K ing ,  J r . ,  J ohn  6 

Kearse ,  and Doro thy  Goosby .  7 

 Now each  o f  you  have  the  r igh t  t o  make  8 

your  own  op in ion  and  subsequen t  dec i s ion  on  th is  9 

top i c .   I ,  however ,  imp lore  you to  cons ider  the  10 

h i s to ry  tha t ' s  been a l ready  wr i t ten  and the  11 

h i s to ry  you a t tempt  to  wr i te .    12 

 Ab rahams L inco ln  made h i s  dec i s ion  13 

desp i te  the  co lo r  o f  h is  sk in .   Add i t i ona l l y ,  14 

Mar t in  Lu the r  K ing ,  J r .  sough t  a f te r  an  equ a l i t y  15 

tha t  i s  fo r  l i t t le  ch i ld ren  wou ld  one day  l i ve  i n  16 

a  na t i on  where  they  wou ld  no t  be  j udged by  the  17 

co lo r  o f  t he i r  sk in  bu t  by  the  con ten t  o f  t he i r  18 

charac te r .  19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mr .  Jones ,  wou ld  20 

you p lease  wrap  i t  up .  21 

 MR.  JONES:    H is to ry  does  no t  make  22 

peop le ;  peop le  make h i s to ry .  23 

 John  Kearse  and  Doro thy  Goosby  a re  24 

h i s to ry  makers .   They  w i l l  f o rever  be  l i s te d  as  25 
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such .    2 

 I  wou ld  a l so  ask  tha t  we  p lan  these 3 

meet ings  tha t  we  a re  hav ing  he re  to  a l so  in c lude  4 

everyone .   The t imes  tha t  we  mee t  a re  no t  s e t  5 

co r rec t .   We  have a  mo ther  i n  the  aud ience whose  6 

ch i l d  has  au t ism and  had  to  sacr i f i ce  to  be  he re  7 

today .  8 

 CLERK MULLER:    S i r ,  you ' re  a t  s ix  9 

m inu tes .  10 

 MR.  JONES:    You  can  make h i s to ry  tha t  11 

years  f rom now w i l l  make  you r  fami l i es  and many 12 

o the r  p roud.  13 

 Th is  red is t r i c t i ng  p rocess  can  be  your  14 

dec i s ion  to  make  a  g rea ter  impac t  o f  equa l i t y  in  15 

ou r  coun ty  o r  i t  can  sea l  you r  fa te  as  po l i t i ca l  16 

and rac ia l  segrega t ion  i s .   Choose  who  you w i l l  17 

be ,  wr i t e  you r  h is to ry .  18 

 Thank you.  19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I t  wou ld  be  20 

apprec ia ted  i f  each speaker  wou ld  ab ide  by  the  21 

th ree  minu te  ru le  so  tha t  eve rybody has  an  22 

oppor tun i t y  to  speak .   Some o f  you  do  have o ther  23 

commi tments ;  I  know tha t .   And  you  don ' t  wan t  to  24 

spend the  who le  day  he re  to  wa i t  t o  be  hear d .   I f  25 
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everyone  o f  you  respec t  each  o ther  and  adhe re  to  2 

the  th ree  minute  ru le ,  you  w i l l  be  ou t  i n  a mple  3 

t ime .    4 

 P lease ,  Mr .  Jones ,  I  t h ink  you  shou ld  5 

know tha t  you  spoke more  than  s i x  minu tes .   That  6 

mean t  somebody e lse  was depr i ved  in  your  s i x  7 

m inu tes .  8 

 Ka thy  Arecco .   Kathy  A recco.   I s  Kathy  9 

he re?  10 

 MS.  ARECCO:     H i .   My  name i s  Kathy  11 

A recco .   I 'm  f rom the  Oyster  Bay /Eas t  Norwi ch  12 

D is t r i c t .   We  used  to  be  i n  the  16 th  LD,  an d  now 13 

i t  seems  l i ke  we  wou ld  be  in  the  18 th ,  wh ic h  14 

wou ld  be  very  l ucky  because e i ther  one  o f  o u r  15 

l eg i s la to rs  i s  very  good  and  very  ac t i ve .   The  16 

on ly  p rob lem is  we  have - -  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  mor e  o f  17 

a  commi tment  f rom the  leg i s la to r  t ha t  we  ha ve 18 

now.   I f  we have  i ssues  in  the  communi ty ,  w e  a re  19 

more  geared towards  Judy 's  d i s t r i c t .   We  ha ve 20 

peop le  who  l i ve  in  the  commun i ty .   They  wor k  i n  21 

Syosse t .   They  use  the  Syosse t  t ra in ,  e t ce t e ra .   22 

So  i t  makes more  sense  to  keep  them there .  23 

 A l so ,  Woodbury  and  Syosset  a re  sp l i t .   24 

Le t  me  be c lea r .   As  a  nor th  sho re  res ident ,  i t ' s  25 
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appa l l ing  o f  how your  leg i s la tu re  is  d iv ide d  as  2 

commun i t ies .  3 

 I  hope  I 'm  w i th in  the  t ime .   And  l i ke  I  4 

sa id ,  I  apprec ia te  you r  t ime .   I  app rec ia te  bo th  5 

l eg i s la to rs ;  we 'd  be  l ucky  to  have  e i the r  o ne.  6 

 Thank you ve ry  much fo r  your  t ime.  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Kathy .  8 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Ka thy ,  he l lo .   9 

Jus t  t o  co r rec t  the  reco rd .   You  shou ld  kno w tha t  10 

you wou ld  no t  have  e i the r  leg i s la to rs .    11 

 Leg is la to r  DeRigg i -Whi t ton  i s  d rawn in to  12 

I  be l i eve  the  Leg is la t i ve  D is t r i c t  Number  11 ,  and 13 

D is t r i c t  Number  18  has  no  incumben t ,  j us t  s o  you  14 

know.    15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you ve ry  16 

much .  17 

 The nex t  speaker  i s  Joan  Wal ton .   Joan  18 

Wa l ton .  19 

 MS.  ARECCO:    I  d idn ' t  rea l i ze  tha t .   I 'm 20 

so r ry .   I  mus t  have looked  a t  i t  w rong .   So  then  21 

we  have no  commona l i t y  w i th  ou r  leg i s la to rs ,  22 

e i ther  one  tha t  we ' re  fami l i a r  w i th .   You s hou ld  23 

be  ashamed.  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    The nex t  speaker  25 
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i s  Joan Wa l ton .  2 

 The nex t  speaker  i s  De lvy  To r res .   Which  3 

one o f  you  i s  De lvy?   Would  you l i ke  to  spea k?  4 

 MS.  TORRES:     Yes .  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Okay .   The  m ic  i s  6 

yours .  7 

 MS.  JOHNSON:    Someone  conceded the i r  8 

t ime  to  me .   Good morn ing .   My  name is  M imi  9 

P ie r re  Johnson,  and I  am an E lmont  res ident .   I  10 

am here  as  a  member  o f  New York  Commun i t ies  fo r  11 

Change  and  the  Long Is land  C iv ic  Engagement  Tab le  12 

represen t ing  the  Nassau Un i ted  Red is t r i c t in g  13 

Coa l i t ion .   Th i s  i s  a  shamefu l  day  fo r  Nass au 14 

Coun ty .   But  I  am g lad  to  be  here .  15 

 MS.  TORRES:    Good  morn ing .   My name i s  16 

De lvy .   I  speak  Span ish .  17 

 Buenos  d ias .  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Buenos  d ias .  19 

 MS.  TORRES:    (Tes t imony  g iven  in  Span ish  20 

and t rans la ted  by  Pe te r  Rosen tha l . )  21 

 MR.  ROSENTHAL:   My  name is  De lvy  Tor res .   22 

I 'm a  res iden t  o f  the  V i l l age  o f  F reepor t .   And I  23 

am here  as  a  leader  o f  La  Fuen te  Long Is lan d  24 

C iv i c  Pa r t i c i pa t ion  Pro jec t .  25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    S i r ,  d id  you  g ive  2 

your  name fo r  t he  reco rd ,  p lease?  3 

 MS.  JOHNSON:    He ' s  t rans la t i ng  fo r  he r .  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Oh ,  you ' re  5 

t rans la t ing .   And your  name i s?  6 

 MR.  ROSENTHAL:    Peter  Rosen tha l .  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Okay .   Some o f  us  8 

d id  unders tand wha t  she sa id .   So,  go  ahead .  9 

 MR.  ROSENTHAL:    For  those  who  do no t  10 

speak Span ish ,  my name i s  De l vy  To r res .   I 'm  a  11 

res ident  o f  t he  V i l l age  o f  F reepor t .   And I  am 12 

he re  as  a  leader  o f  LaFuen te  Long Is land  C i v ic  13 

Par t i c ipa t ion  P ro jec t ,  rep resent ing  Nassau Un i ted  14 

Red is t r i c t ing  Coa l i t ion .  15 

 Wh i le  I  am p roud  to  be  here ,  t he  16 

decept ion  and  d i s respec t  t ha t  has  been  show n to  17 

the  res idents  i s  rep rehens ib le .  18 

 My  name is  Pe te r  Rosen tha l .   I  am a  19 

res ident  o f  Hew le t t  and the  commun i t y  o f  th e  F ive  20 

Towns.   I ’m here  as  a  member  o f  the  Nassau Un i ted  21 

Red is t r i c t ing  Coa l i t ion .  22 

 The map be ing  p roposed  today  i s  a  23 

co l l id iscope  o f  co lo rs  w i th  on ly  one  t rue  24 

pu rpose;  to  r ig  the  e lec to ra l  p rocess  by  pa ck ing  25 
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members  o f  one par ty  i n  Nassau  County  in to  a  few  2 

d i s t r i c t s  - -  i n  as  few  d is t r i c ts  as  poss ib le ,  3 

c rush democracy  under  the  power  o f  one  po l i t i ca l  4 

pa r t y  fo r  the  nex t  decade.  5 

 Remember ,  you  a re  e lec ted  to  rep resent  6 

a l l  the  peop le  o f  Nassau  Coun ty .  7 

 MS.  JOHNSON:    Nonethe less ,  we  a re  g lad  8 

to  be  he re  w i th  s i s te rs  and b ro the rs  f rom 9 

commun i t ies  across  Nassau because we  w i l l  n o t  be  10 

c rushed.  11 

 You can t r y  to  c rack  the  F ive  Towns.   You 12 

can t r y  to  c rack  Por t  Wash ing ton  and  G len  C ove .   13 

You can even  t r y  to  te l l  me tha t  my communi t y  o f  14 

E lmont  shou ld  share  a  d i s t r i c t  w i th  Inwood.   But  15 

we  w i l l  no t  be  moved .    16 

 We a re  g lad  to  be  he re  today  so  tha t  we 17 

can jo in  w i th  the  who le  room to  make  the  re cord  18 

c lea r ;  t h i s  map  is  a  snow job ,  b igge r  than the  19 

snow we had on  F r iday .  20 

 MS.  TORRES:    (T rans la ted  by  Mr .  21 

Rosentha l )     22 

 Today,  t he  Nassau Coun ty  Red is t r i c t i ng  23 

Coa l i t ion  is  p resent ing  an  updated  vers ion  o f  the  24 

Coa l i t ion  p lan  w i th  documenta t ion ,  i nc lud in g  25 
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b lock  ass ignmen ts .   I t  i s  upda ted f rom the  f i r s t  2 

p lan  tha t  we  presented .   And  we are  fo rmal l y  3 

submi t ted  i t  fo r  i nc lus ion  i n  the  leg i s la t i ve  4 

reco rd .   We know i t  i s  no t  pe r fec t ;  however ,  we 5 

have  gone ou t  t o  the  communi t i es  a round the  6 

coun ty  to  educa te  peop le  abou t  red is t r i c t in g  and  7 

we  have asked  fo r  commun i t y  i npu t ,  and  we h ave  8 

l i s tened  and  made ad jus tments  to  our  o r i g in a l  9 

map.  10 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 11 

exp i red ,  and  I  gave you t ime  fo r  t he  12 

t ransc r ip t ion .   You ' re  a t  f i ve  m inutes .  13 

 MR.  ROSENTHAL:    Jus t  to  c la r i f y ,  a l l  14 

th ree  o f  us  a re  s igned  as  speakers ,  so  i t  s hou ld  15 

no t  be  an  issue .  16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    You a re  r i gh t ,  17 

Mr .  Rosentha l .   They  a re  th ree  - -  excuse  me .   I  18 

have  th ree  s l ips  fo r  each o f  t hese .   Take t he  19 

t ime  a l l o t ted  to  you .  20 

 MR.  ROSENTHAL:    Thank  you .  21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Bu t  p lease ,  22 

p lease  jus t  s tay  to  the  t ime  a l l o t ted .  23 

 MR.  ROSENTHAL:    We wi l l .  24 

 We have fo l l owed  the  p r inc ip les  o f  f a i r  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  74 Rules Committee – 2 - 11- 13 

red i s t r i c t ing ,  un i t i ng  m inor i t y  commun i t ies  l i ke  2 

E lmont ,  and commonsense commun i t ies  o f  i n te r es t ,  3 

l i ke  the  F ive  Towns,  Great  Neck ,  4 

Mer r ick /Be l lmore ,  and H icksv i l le .   We pr io r i t i zed  5 

the  vo te rs ,  no t  the  po l i t i c i ans .  6 

 Las t  yea r ,  t he  commiss ione r ,  F rances  7 

Moroney,  p romised a  fa i r  and  t ransparent  p r ocess .   8 

I t  has  been any th ing  bu t .  9 

 Our  Coa l i t ion  p roves  the re  is  anothe r  10 

way.   We have  he ld  and  con t inue to  ho ld  com mun i t y  11 

fo rums ,  l i ke  the  one  ton igh t  i n  the  F i ve  To wns  12 

and the  ones  on  Wednesday in  Great  Neck  and  Glen  13 

Cove .    14 

 We look  a t  t he  - -  I 'm so r ry  - -  Nassau 15 

Commun i t y  Red is t r i c t ing  webs i te  to  ge t  news  on  16 

o the r  fo rums .   These  w i l l  be  he ld  in  the  ne x t  two 17 

weeks .   We cont inue to  adapt  our  maps in  re sponse 18 

to  the  comments  o f  t he  l oca l  res iden ts .  19 

 I  w i l l  be  submi t t i ng  a  packe t  w i th  our  20 

cu r ren t  rev i s ion  o f  the  maps .   These  were  21 

p resen ted  to  the  red is t r i c t i ng  commiss ion  a t  t he  22 

meet ing  on  the  Th i rd  o f  January .   And I  wou ld  ask  23 

the  leg i s la to rs  to  p lease look  a t  the  24 

p resen ta t i on  we  have  made.   My  unders tand in g  o f  25 
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ou r  map and Mr .  Moroney ' s  do  no t  en t i re l y  2 

co inc ide .   Th is  does  no t  i nc lude  the  vo t ing  3 

b locks  themse lves  w i th  the  appropr ia te  4 

i n fo rmat ion  as  to  how to  p resent  tha t  to  yo u .   We 5 

w i l l  g lad l y  do  so .   Aga in ,  t he  webs i te  does  6 

conta in  a l l  t he  in fo rmat ion .  7 

 Thank you ve ry  much.  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Mr .  9 

Rosentha l .  10 

 MS.  JOHNSON:    I  have one more  th ing  to  11 

say .  12 

 Desp i te  an  e f fo r t  to  - -  as  you  can  see ,  13 

we  a re  here .   There  is  no  sec re t  t ha t  th is  i s  a  14 

sham,  r i gh t?    15 

 I  am s tand ing  he re ,  a  p roud res ident  o f  16 

E lmont  - -  know tha t  democracy  and how these  maps  17 

a re  cu r ren t l y  works .   I  am p roud  to  say  tha t  my 18 

leg i s la to r ,  Car r ie  A .  So lages ,  i s  s i t t ing  r i gh t  19 

there .   He  i s  - -  he  was ra ise d  in  E lmont ,  he  wen t  20 

to  schoo l  in  E lmon t ,  and  now he is  s i t t i ng  the re  21 

as  my representa t i ve .   So wha t 's  w rong  w i th  the  22 

map the  way i t  i s  now?   23 

 Mr .  Moroney,  I  respec t  you r  maps  and  24 

however  you d rew them and you r  i n te l l i gence  and 25 
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whatever  e lse  your  c redent ia l s .   Bu t  one  th ing  2 

you don ' t  know i s  tha t  you  don ' t  wa lk  the  s t ree ts  3 

where  we  l i ve .   I f  you  d id ,  you wou ld  know tha t  4 

Inwood  and  E lmon t  have  no  concerns  tha t  a re  the  5 

same.   So now you ' re  te l l i ng  me tha t  I nwood  and 6 

E lmont  Schoo l  D is t r i c t s  a re  the  same?  I t  i s  no t .   7 

So  you  can  look  a t  you r  numbers  a l l  you  wan t  - -  8 

your  CVAP,  your  RVAP,  a l l  you r  VAPs you wan t ,  i t  9 

does  no t  work  when  you  wa lk  th rough the  10 

d i s t r i c t s .  11 

 I  ask  a l l  o f  you  - -  and each  t ime I 'm 12 

he re  i t ' s  a  th ing  tha t  I  no t i ce  t ime  in  and  t ime  13 

ou t .   The leg is la to rs  s i t  he re ,  they  l i s ten  to  14 

us ,  and one majo r i t y  o r  the  o the r  do  exac t l y  wha t  15 

you want  to  do .   Th i s  t ime  i t ' s  d i f f e ren t .   The 16 

las t  t ime I  was  he re  I  sa id  i f  you  don ’ t  l i s ten  17 

to  the  peop le ,  t he  Th i rd  D is t r i c t  w i l l  be  18 

d i f f e ren t ;  you  d idn ' t  l i s ten ,  i t ' s  d i f fe ren t .    19 

 I 'm ask ing  you today  - -  i t ' s  go ing  to  be  20 

d i f f e ren t ,  because  we w i l l  no t  s tand  fo r  th i s  21 

anymore .   And  I 'm ask ing  you ,  Pres id ing  Of f i ce r  22 

Gonsa lves ,  p lease a l low the  peop le  to  have a  23 

meet ing  a t  n igh t  so  tha t  t hose  o f  us  who  ha ve 24 

s i ck  ch i ld ren  - -  my son has  a  feve r  r i gh t  no w,  25 
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bu t  I  had to  come he re .   The re  a re  o thers  w ho are  2 

supposed  to  be  a t  work  so  they  can  pay  the i r  3 

b i l l s .   We  a re  s t rugg l ing  on  Long Is land .   Don ' t  4 

a l low us  to  s t rugg le  even more  by  p lac ing  u s  i n  5 

o the r  d i s t r i c ts  tha t  does  no t  have  the  same  6 

concern  tha t  we  now have  to  f i gh t ,  f igh t  fo r  wha t  7 

i s  owed to  us .   We e lec t  you  to  represen t  us .   We 8 

do  no t  wan t  you  to  se lec t  those tha t  you  th ink  9 

w i l l  keep you r  caree rs .   I t  i s  no t  about  yo u r  10 

ca reer ,  i t ' s  about  the  peop le .  11 

 Thank you so  much.  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you.   Thank 13 

you ve ry  much .  14 

 The nex t  speaker  i s  N ick  Tha las inos .   15 

We lcome.  16 

 MR.  THALASINOS:    Thank you.    17 

 I  wanted  to  ta l k  a  l i t t l e  b i t  abou t  what  18 

I  th ink  the  Coun ty  Leg is la tu re 's  ro le  i s  he re ,  19 

wh ich  is  t o  ge t  rea l  pub l i c  i npu t  and pass  a  map  20 

tha t ' s  f a i r  t o  a l l  county  res idents .   And I  don ' t  21 

th ink  tha t  d i v id ing  up  commun i t i es  o r  schoo l  22 

d i s t r i c t s  makes  any  sense.   Now le t  me  ta lk  a  23 

l i t t le  b i t  abou t  Hemps tead  and  D is t r i c t  14 .  24 

 The new map d iv ides  Hempstead  in to  th ree  25 
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pa r t s .   No  one knows  wha t  Hempstead has  in  common 2 

w i th  Bethpage ,  because  bas ica l l y  t he re  i s  n o th ing  3 

i n  common.   And  Hempstead is  the  mos t  popu la ted  4 

v i l l age  in  the  s ta te ,  and chopp ing  i t  up  l i ke  5 

th is  makes  no  sense.   I t  wou ld  make more  se nse  to  6 

comb ine Hemps tead w i th  d is t r i c ts  tha t  inc lu de 7 

Westbu ry  and  Un ionda le ,  no t  H icksv i l le  o r  8 

Be thpage .   Those  communi t i es  have no th ing  i n  9 

common,  inc lud ing  geography.   10 

 Hempstead is  t i r ed  o f  hav ing  i t s  vo i ce  11 

d i sso l ved.  12 

 Thank you.  13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Mr .  14 

Tha las inos .  15 

 The nex t  speaker  i s  Tammy Wi l l iams .  16 

 MS.  HARDAL:    Good  morn ing .  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Are  you bo th  18 

speak ing  a t  t he  same t ime?   I s  tha t  i t ?   Do  you 19 

have  a  s l i p  i n?    20 

 MS.  HARDAL:    Yes .   Tammy ceded he r  t ime  21 

to  me.   I  am Mon ique  Harda l .   I 'm a  res iden t  o f  22 

E lmont .  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Okay .   Do you 24 

have  a  s l i p  i n?  25 
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 MS.  HARDAL:    She ceded he r  t ime  to  me ,  2 

ma 'am.  3 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Do  you  have a  4 

s l ip?  5 

 MS.  HARDAL:    No ,  I  don ' t .  6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  th ink  you 7 

shou ld  pu t  i n  a  s l ip .   And  Tammy,  a re  you w i l l ing  8 

to  cede your  t ime?  9 

 MS.  WILL IAMS:    Yes .  10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    That  means  you  11 

g i ve  up  your  th ree  m inutes .  12 

 MS.  WILL IAMS:    Yes .  13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Okay .   Mon ique ,  14 

you need  to  f i l l  t ha t  ou t .  15 

 MS.  HARDAL:    Good  morn ing .   I  am an  16 

E lmont  res ident  and one o f  many commun i t y  l eaders  17 

i n  E lmon t .   I  s tand he re  be fo re  you to  18 

respec t fu l l y  request  t ha t  you  keep  my commu n i t y  19 

toge ther ,  to  respec t  and  p rese rve  the  commu n i t ies  20 

o f  i n te res t  t rad i t iona l  red i s t r i c t ing  pr inc ip le  21 

recogn ized  in  cour t  dec i s ions .  22 

 As  a  t rus tee  o f  the  E lmont  Pub l i c  23 

L ib rary ,  we recogn ize  tha t  ou r  ne ighbor ing  24 

commun i t ies  o f  Va l ley  S t ream and  F rank l i n  S quare  25 
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a re  so  s im i la r l y  s i t ua ted  in  soc ioeconomic  2 

charac te r i s t i cs  -  shopp ing  pa t te rns ,  educat ion ,  3 

and fami ly  s t ruc tu re  - -  tha t  we have  con t rac ted  4 

w i th  these  d i s t r i c ts  o f  Va l l ey  S t ream and 5 

F rank l in  Square  to  j o in  the  E lmont  Pub l i c  L ib rary  6 

fami ly ,  a  p lace  where  ne ighbor ing  moms come  wi th  7 

the i r  todd le rs  fo r  p lay t ime,  a  p lace  where  teens  8 

pack  i n  a f te r  schoo l  t o  share  ideas  and the i r  9 

exper iences  f rom schoo l ,  a  p lace  where  our  10 

commun i t y  members  a t tend  educ a t iona l  f o rums  11 

hos ted  by  ou r  l eg i s la to r  t o  d i scuss  issues  fac ing  12 

us .   Th i s ,  i f  any th ing ,  demons t ra tes  and  13 

re in fo rces  the  no t ion  tha t  Va l ley  S t ream,  E lmont ,  14 

F rank l in  Square  are  commun i t i es  o f  i n te res t ,  no t  15 

commun i t ies  l i ke  Inwood.    16 

 Respec t  my  communi ty  and  resp ec t  my 17 

vo ice .   Thank  you.  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    The nex t  speaker  19 

i s  Jud i th  Eps te in .  20 

 MS.  EPSTEIN:    I 'm  a  res iden t  o f  Por t  21 

Wash ing ton .   I  can  te l l  you  I  have  no th ing  22 

aga ins t  the  C i t y  o f  G len  Cove ,  bu t  t hey  hav e  23 

the i r  i ssues  and  we have  ours .   I  don ' t  fee l  I 'm  24 

a  commun i t y  o f  i n te res t  w i th  them.   Bu t ,  mo re  25 
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impor tan t l y ,  I 'm  a  c i t i zen  o f  Nassau  County .  2 

 I  hear  ove r  and  over  aga in  f rom the  3 

peop le  s i t t i ng  up  a t  t he  f ron t  o f  the  room tha t  4 

an  i ssue  very  impor tan t  to  you  i s  respec t .   I  5 

wou ld  l i ke  to  say  i t ' s  a  two  way  s t ree t .  6 

 I  wou ld  a l so  l i ke  to  po in t  ou t  t ha t  7 

taxpayers  l i ke  me have  pa id  fo r  bo th  o f  the se 8 

maps ,  and we 've  pa id  fo r  t h i s  mic rophone ,  a nd 9 

we 've  pa id  fo r  you r  jobs .   And  we wou ld  l i k e  you  10 

to  respec t  ou r  concerns .  11 

 I  a l so  fee l  qua l i f ied  to  comment  on  these 12 

maps ,  by  d in t  o f  a  cou rse  I  j us t  f in ished i n  13 

s tandup comedy.   I t ' s  laughab le ,  o r  i t  wou l d  be  14 

i f  i t  wasn ' t  so  dead ly  ser ious .    15 

 I  don ' t  see  - -  I  t h ink  they  w i l l  e rase  16 

the  ge r rymander  f rom the  h is to ry  books  and pu t  17 

tha t  p ink  th ing  in  i ns tead  because  i t  makes  no  18 

sense to  anybody  who  ac tua l l y  l i ves  on  the  19 

g round .   And  a  l o t  o f  the  o the r  d i s t r i c t s ,  t he  20 

way they 've  been  s l i ced  and d i ced or  snaked  21 

a round ,  you know as  we l l  as  I  do  the re  a re  two  22 

d i s t r i c t s  up  he re  where  i f  you  s tand  on  a  s t ree t  23 

co rner  i n  one  p lace ,  you ' re  l ucky  i f  you r  s p i t  24 

l ands  in  the  res t  o f  t he  d is t r i c t  ac ross  th e  - -  25 
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caddy co rner .  2 

 I t ' s  an  insu l t  t o  ou r  in te l l i gence ;  we  3 

know bet te r .   I  can ' t  respec t  the  th ink ing  tha t  4 

went  i n to  d rawing th is  up  when  i t  doesn ' t  r espec t  5 

the  rea l i t y  o f  our  l i ves  on  t he  ground .  6 

 Thank you.   7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    The nex t  speaker  8 

i s  Dan ie l  A l t schu ler .   Dan ie l .  9 

 MR.  ALTSCHULER:    Good  morn ing  eve ryone.   10 

Or  good a f te rnoon;  I 'm  not  su re  what  t ime i t  i s .   11 

My  name is  Dan ie l  A l tschu ler .   I  coo rd ina te  the  12 

Long  I s land C iv i c  Engagement  Tab le .   We ' re  a  non-13 

p ro f i t  o rgan iza t ion  and nonpar t i san  organ iz a t i on ,  14 

as  we l l ,  t ha t  works  to  i nc rease c i v i c  15 

pa r t i c ipa t ion ,  par t i cu la r l y  among work ing  c lass  16 

commun i t ies  and  commun i t ies  o f  co lo r  on  Lon g  17 

I s land .  18 

 I  want  to  ask  a  ve ry  s imp le  q ues t ion  to  19 

beg in ,  wh ich  is  - -  and  th i s  i s  a  ques t ion  fo r  20 

you,  P res id ing  O f f i cer .   When  you look  a t  t h is  21 

map,  wh ich  i s  anothe r  render ing  o f  wha t  i s  up  22 

there  on  tha t  sc reen ,  and when  you  look  a t  23 

p roposed  d is t r i c ts  l i ke  D is t r i c t  16 ,  can  yo u  24 

ac tua l l y ,  in  good fa i t h ,  t e l l  us  and  te l l  t h e  25 
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members  o f  t h is  room,  when  we  look  a t  th is  2 

d i s t r i c t ,  can  you te l l  us  tha t  t ha t  i s  no t  s imp ly  3 

a  ge r rymander ,  t ha t  i t  i s  no t  a  po l i t i ca l  4 

man ipu la t i on  o f  d i s t r i c t s  fo r  the  po l i t i ca l  ga in  5 

o f  one  par ty?   I f  you 'd  be  w i l l i ng  to  answer  tha t  6 

ques t i on ,  I ' d  ve ry  much apprec ia te  i t .   You ' re  7 

no t  go ing  to  answer?   Is  t ha t  co r rec t?   Oka y .  8 

 We l l ,  I  th ink  fo r  us ,  f rom the  9 

pe rspec t ive  o f  our  o rgan iza t i ons ,  and I  tak e  i t  10 

f rom the  perspec t i ve  o f  the  peop le  i n  th is  room,  11 

the  fa i l u re  to  respond  to  tha t  ques t ion  and  tha t  12 

cons idera t ion  i nd i ca tes  tha t  s im i la r  t o  wha t  we 13 

obse rved  and  pro tes ted  aga ins t  l as t  year  wh en New 14 

York  S ta te  went  th rough th is  very  s imi la r  15 

p rocess ,  t ha t ,  f rank ly ,  th is  p rocess  i s ,  as  16 

o the rs  have sa id  be fore  me ,  a  sham.    17 

 We a re  no t  t ak ing  in to  cons ide ra t i on  the  18 

fac t  t ha t  eve ryone  who  has  spoken a t  t h i s  p ane l  -19 

-  a t  t h i s  hear ing  has  resound ing ly  re jec ted  the  20 

p roposed  map  on  va r ious  grounds.   And un les s  we 21 

see a  rev i s ion ,  i t ' s  very  ha rd  fo r  us ,  f rom  a  22 

nonpar t i san  perspec t ive ,  t o  see th is  as  any th ing  23 

bu t  a  sham.  24 

 Qu i te  s imp ly ,  what  th i s  re f l ec ts ,  f rom 25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  84 Rules Committee – 2 - 11- 13 

the  bes t  o f  my perspec t i ve  - -  I  come here  as  a  2 

commun i t y  o rgan ize r  and a  po l i t i ca l  sc ien t i s t ,  3 

a re  po l i t i c i ans  who are  choos ing  the i r  vo te rs  and 4 

no t  vo te rs  who a re  be ing  a l l owed  to  choose the i r  5 

po l i t i c i ans .   So  f rom ou r  pe rspec t ive ,  t h is  6 

amounts  to  a  r i gg ing  o f  the  e lec to ra l  p roce ss ,  7 

wh ich  ra ises  grave  - -  th is  ra i ses  grave conc erns  8 

fo r  us .   Because  o f  tha t ,  I  want  to  ask  a  c oup le  9 

more  ques t ions ,  and hope fu l l y  someone f rom the  10 

ma jo r i t y  i n  the  leg i s la tu re  w i l l  be  ab le  to  11 

respond to  these  ques t ions .  12 

 The f i rs t  one  i s  when schedu l i ng  th i s  13 

meet ing  was any  cons idera t ion  g i ven to  mak i ng  14 

th is  an  even ing  meet ing ,  such  tha t  o ther  fo l ks  15 

wou ld  be  ab le  to  par t i c i pa te?   P res id ing  Of f i cer ,  16 

wou ld  you be  w i l l i ng  to  answer  tha t  ques t io n?  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I f  you  repea t  i t ,  18 

i f  I  can .  19 

 MR.  ALTSCHULER:   Sure .   Respec t fu l l y ,  the  20 

ques t ion  i s  s imp ly  when dec id ing  to  schedu l e  th i s  21 

meet ing ,  i f  any  cons idera t ion  was g i ven to  22 

schedu l i ng  i t  i n  t he  even ing  to  max imize  pub l i c  23 

pa r t i c ipa t ion  and inpu t .  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  th ink  I  sa id  25 
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tha t  t he re  a re  a  number  o f  speakers  he re  to day  - -  2 

and th is  can  go  on  to  the  wee  hours  o f  t he  3 

even ing ,  and  tha t ' s  the  reason  why  we sched u le  i t  4 

ea r l y  enough  so  tha t  peop le  cou ld  ge t  he re  no t  5 

on ly  a t  the  p resen t  t ime ,  bu t  as  t ime cont in ues .  6 

 We w i l l  be  hav ing  pub l ic  comment  fo r  t he  7 

nex t  two  o r  th ree  hours .   And  le t  me  say  8 

someth ing  to  you  regard ing  ge r rymander ing .  9 

 The Supreme Cour t  has  ye t  to  de f ine  what  10 

ge r rymander ing  i s ,  so  don ' t  ask  me .  11 

 MR.  ALTSCHULER:    So  wha t  I  wou ld  s imp ly  12 

say  is  t ha t  t he re  are  th ings  ca l led  tes ts  o f  13 

reasonab leness  and  common sense.   And when we 14 

look  a t  these  maps  i t ' s  ve ry  hard  to  th ink  tha t  15 

these wou ld  pass  any  common sense unders tan d ing  16 

o f  how d is t r i c t s  shou ld  be  d raw in  compl ian ce 17 

w i th  the  Const i t u t ion  o f  t h is  coun t ry .  18 

 My  second ques t ion  i s  jus t  re la ted  to  the  19 

pub l ic  hea r ing .   I f  you  wou ld  be  w i l l i ng  to  ho ld  20 

a  separa te  even ing  pub l i c  hea r ing  in  advanc e  o f  21 

the  Februa ry  25  vo te ,  when  you  sa id  the  vo t e  22 

wou ld  ac tua l l y  t ake  p lace  on  th i s  map.  23 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 24 

exp i red ,  s i r .  25 
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 MR.  ALTSCHULER:    Okay .   Can  we wa i t  f o r  2 

j us t  an  answer  to  tha t  ques t i on?  3 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    The meet ing  is  4 

se t  fo r  February  25 .  5 

 MR.  ALTSCHULER:    So  the re  w i l l  be  no  6 

even ing  pub l i c  hea r ing  be fore  then ,  i s  t ha t  7 

co r rec t?  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    And th is  w i l l  - -  9 

as  I  sa id  to  you  be fore ,  i t  w i l l  go  on  as  l ong  as  10 

peop le  come here  to  tes t i f y .  11 

 MR.  ALTSCHULER:    Do  you  hones t l y  th ink  12 

tha t  t h i s  - -  13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    You need  to  14 

unders tand  someth ing  e lse .   We have a  dead l i ne ,  15 

and tha t  dead l i ne  is  March  5  to  submi t  t he  map .  16 

 MR.  ALTSCHULER:    So  my unders tand ing  is  17 

there  are  13  days  be tween now and Februa ry  25 ,  18 

I 'm su re  a l l  the  good peop le  i n  th is  room w ou ld  19 

be  w i l l i ng  to  come to  an  even ing  pub l i c  hea r ing  20 

to  vo i ce  the i r  conce rns .  21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you ve ry  22 

much .   Thank  you  very  much .   And  le t  me te l l  you ,  23 

we ' l l  take  i t  under  adv i semen t .   Thank  you very  24 

much .  25 
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 MR.  ALTSCHULER:    Thank you fo r  your  2 

t ime .  3 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Nex t  speaker  i s  4 

Barbara  Jones .  5 

 MS.  JONES:    Good a f te rnoon.   My  name is  6 

Barbara  Jones .   Okay .   I  am abou t  h i s to ry .   I  7 

remember  the  Board  o f  Superv i sors  and what  they  8 

l ooked  l i ke ,  and  I  t hought  about  s lave ry  an d  9 

d i sc r im ina t i on .   Then we  get  t he  l eg is la to r s ;  10 

beau t i fu l  young  peop le  tha t  l ook  l i ke  me ,  bu t  so  11 

much  smar te r .   I  am so  p roud  o f  them.   And now 12 

you are  to  go  back  to  s lavery  by  l eav ing  th em 13 

ou t?   I t  won ' t  happen because  these young p eop le  14 

a re  too  smar t  f o r  tha t .    15 

 And you ta lk  about  respec t?   Wha t  abou t  16 

respec t ing  us?   You ' re  no t  up  to  tha t .   You  are  17 

up  to  your  own power  and  g reed ,  and i t ' s  no t  18 

go ing  to  happen  because I 'm he re  to  work  w i th  the  19 

young peop le  and  suppor t  t hem.   20 

 Thank you.  21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Ms.  22 

Jones.  23 

 Our  nex t  speaker  i s  Jos ie  Green.  24 

 MS.  GREEN:     Good  morn ing ,  Leg is la to rs .  25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Good  morn ing ,  2 

Jos ie .  3 

 MS.  GREEN:    My  name i s  Jos ie  Green.   I 'm 4 

a  res ident  o f  Hempstead,  where  I  have been s ince  5 

1961 .   I  was  bo rn  in  the  l ower  waters  o f  6 

M iss iss ipp i .   A f te r  I  f i n i shed  h igh  schoo l ,  I  7 

came to  New York  runn ing  f rom the  same th in g  tha t  8 

I 'm fac ing  th is  morn ing .  9 

 I  though t  I  wou ld  ge t  some fa i r  and 10 

honest  c iv i l  r i gh ts  and t rea tmen t  he re  i n  N ew 11 

York  S ta te .   I  f aced  the  l eg i s la to rs  a  few years  12 

ago on  the  same issue.   Apparent ly  they  don ' t  13 

respec t  us  o r  don ' t  ge t  i t ,  because we  went  over  14 

th is  severa l  yea rs  ago ,  the  same ident ica l  t h ing  15 

w i th  the  same map.   I  don ' t  know wha t  you 'v e  done 16 

d i f f e ren t l y  because I  have  a  p rob lem read in g  th i s  17 

map;  I 'm  ask ing  the  peop le  tha t  a re  s i t t ing  18 

a round  me to  he lp  me  and  they  can ' t  he lp  me .   I  19 

don ' t  know i f  ou r  leg i s la to rs  unders tand  i t .   20 

When  we had mee t ings ,  they  weren ' t  ab le  to  21 

exp la in  th is  map  to  us .   So I  don ' t  know wh a t  the  22 

GOP is  do ing .   I  don ' t  know what  k ind  o f  t r i cks  23 

they  a re  pu l l ing ,  bu t  I  w i l l  t e l l  you  th is ,  i t ' s  24 

no t  go ing  to  work .  25 
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 There  are  so  many peop le  tha t  a re  go ing  2 

to  verba l i ze  aga ins t  i t ;  many  o f  t hem have to  3 

work  so  they  cou ldn ' t  come today .    4 

 I ’m te l l ing  you  on  beha l f  o f  peop le  tha t  5 

I  have  spoken  to ,  they  a re  aga ins t  i t ,  we a re  6 

aga ins t  i t .    7 

 My  ques t ion  to  you ,  Ac t i ng  Leg is la to r ,  i s  8 

why wou ld  you  want  to  c rack  up  our  v i l lage  vo t ing  9 

b locks  l i ke  th i s?   Cou ld  you  p lease answer  tha t?   10 

Why wou ld  you  want  to  do  tha t?   What  wou ld  be  the  11 

reason  fo r  i t ?   S ince  I  on ly  have seve ra l  12 

m inu tes ,  I ' l l  l e t  you  answer  i t  a f te r  I 'm s eated .   13 

 I  want  to  know d id  our  l eg is la to rs ,  the  14 

ones  tha t  rep resen t  us  i n  Hempstead,  have a ny  15 

i npu t  in  d raw ing  up  th is  - -  I  guess  i t ' s  a  n ew 16 

map.   I  know they  d idn ' t  i n  the  o ld  one bu t  th is  17 

one looked  s imi la r  t o  the  one  tha t  we are  18 

p ro tes t i ng  aga ins t  be fore .   And you went  to  cour t  19 

and you los t ,  and then  you  d raw up  ano ther  one .   20 

We ' re  ba f f led  a t  why  a re  you  do ing  th i s .   Y ou are  21 

wast ing  ou r  money and ou r  t im e  fo r  you r  own  22 

g reed.   I 'm go ing  to  wa i t  fo r  your  answer  23 

rega rd ing  i f  ou r  l eg is la to rs  had  any  i nput  i n  24 

d raw ing up  th is  map,  because  they  d idn ' t  ex p la in  25 
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i t  t o  us .   We don ' t  th ink  tha t  t hey  unders t and  2 

i t ,  jus t  l i ke  we  don ' t .   Perhaps  you  know 3 

someth ing  we  don ' t .  4 

 Have  a  good day .  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Roger  C layman.   6 

Roger  C layman .  7 

 MR.  CLAYMAN:    My name i s  Roger  C layman.   8 

I 'm the  execu t i ve  d i rec tor  o f  the  Long  I s la nd 9 

Federa t i on  o f  Labor .   We 've  been  here  to  sp eak  10 

abou t  red i s t r i c t ing  a t  p rev ious  meet ings ,  l a s t  11 

year ,  and be fore  the  commiss ion .   And I  wou ld  say  12 

a t  t h i s  po in t  I  don ' t  see  any  apprec iab le  c hange  13 

in  the  map  tha t  we 've  been  dea l i ng  w i th .  14 

 Now,  we a l l  know tha t  we  l i ve  in  an  age 15 

o f  i n tense  po l i t i ca l  par t i sansh ip ,  and  i t  t akes  16 

some courage ,  conv ic t i on ,  and  commi tment  to  17 

overcome i t ;  and  I  hope you ' l l  f ind  i t .   Su f fo lk  18 

Coun ty  can  se rve  as  maybe an  examp le .   They  19 

es tab l i shed a  commiss ion ,  and  when  tha t  20 

commiss ion  b roken down,  overcome by  pa r t i sa nsh ip ,  21 

they  b rought  i t  back  to  the  l eg i s la tu re .   Th ey  22 

dea l t  w i th  the  sea ts  i n  a  way  tha t  respec te d  the  23 

s i t t ing  leg i s la to rs  so  tha t  t hey  cou ld  main ta in  24 

the i r  sea ts .   I t  wou ld  have been  very  easy ,  25 
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rea l l y ,  fo r  t he  democra t ic  ma jor i t y  to  over whe lm 2 

the  repub l ican  m inor i t y ,  g iven  the  numbers  tha t  3 

they  had ,  bu t  t hey  made an  e f fo r t  no t  to  do  so ,  4 

and to  speak  to  each  o ther  and  to  ma in ta in  5 

d i s t r i c t s .  6 

 I n  you r  open ing  remarks ,  Madame Pres id ing  7 

O f f i ce r ,  you  sa id  tha t  t h i s  was a  s i tua t ion  tha t  8 

resemb led the  s i tua t ion  - -  i t  was  the  same a s  the  9 

s i tua t ion  in  2003.   Now,  my m emory  may  not  b e  so  10 

good ,  bu t  i t  seems  to  me  tha t  th is  was  a  11 

d i f f e ren t  app roach  then was taken in  2003,  when 12 

an  e f fo r t  was  made  to  move  as  l i t t le  as  you  cou ld  13 

i n  o rder  to  main ta in  the  sea ts  o f  those who  were  14 

a l ready  s i t t i ng  in  the  l eg is la tu re ;  I  th ink  15 

tha t ' s  a  good  approach .   The  approach taken  he re  16 

i s  one  tha t  i s  mov ing  leg i s la to rs  in to  o the r  17 

d i s t r i c t s  and  s imp ly  ge t t i ng  r id  o f  leg i s la to rs  18 

who are  nex t  to  each  o ther ,  ma in ly  democra t i c  19 

l eg i s la to rs .   Now,  i s  there  someth ing  wrong  w i th  20 

tha t?   Yeah,  I  t h ink  the re  i s .   I s  t he re  any th ing  21 

wrong w i th  keep ing  l eg is la to rs  i n  the i r  sea ts?   22 

No ,  tha t ' s  no t  j us t  p ragmat i c .    23 

 These are  the  peop le  who  were  e lec ted  to  24 

represen t  the i r  commun i t ies ,  t hey  are  the  o nes  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  92 Rules Committee – 2 - 11- 13 

who have  the  re la t ionsh ips  w i th  the i r  2 

cons t i tuen ts ,  t hey  won  e lec t i ons ,  and they  3 

dese rve  to  be  there .   I  th ink  you shou ld  ma ke a  4 

commi tment  to  keep  them there .  5 

 Now,  on  the  i ssue o f  m inor i t i es  and 6 

m ino r i ty  d is t r i c t ,  e thn i c  and  rac ia l  m inor i t ies .   7 

Our  o rgan iza t ion  rep resents  abou t  130,000 w ork ing  8 

men and women and the i r  fami l i es  i n  Nassau 9 

Coun ty .   We a re  compr i sed o f  eve ry  s ing le  r ace  10 

and e thn ic  g roup  tha t  you cou ld  imag ine .   W hen  11 

members  o f  e thn i c  and rac ia l  m inor i t ies  a re  12 

d i sadvan taged ,  i t  weakens us  as  a  labo r  mov ement  13 

and i t ' s  un fa i r  to  them.   We ob jec t  to  our  14 

members  be ing  weakened  w i th in  the i r  own 15 

commun i t ies .   So  I  u rge  you to  go  back  and look  16 

a t  i t .  17 

 I  don ' t  have  the  maps w i th  me  to  p rove  18 

tha t  t he re 's  the  d i l u t ion  o f  m inor i t y  d i s t r i c t s ,  19 

bu t  I  can  assure  you  tha t  those maps  w i l l  s u re ly  20 

come and  they  w i l l  be  exp la ined.   I t  w i l l  b e  a  21 

l o t  be t te r  t o  do  i t  he re  then  to  s i t  t h roug h  the  22 

exp lanat ion  i n  a  federa l  cou r thouse.   So  I  u rge  23 

you to  go  back  to  the  draw ing  tab le  and ge t  i t  24 

done  r igh t .  25 
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 Thank you.  2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Mr .  3 

C layman.  4 

 Next  speaker  i s  Rona ld  Cato .   Rona ld  5 

Ca to .  6 

 MR.  CATO:    Good  a f te rnoon .   My name i s  7 

Rona ld  Cato ,  a  Un ionda le  res iden t ,  wh ich  th e  l as t  8 

t ime  I  l ooked  i s  par t  o f  Nassau Coun ty .   9 

There fore ,  everyone s i t t ing  up  the re  a re  my  10 

represen ta t i ves .   Look ing  a t  t he  map  tha t  h as  11 

been  p resented ,  I  do  no t  f ee l  l i ke  you  a re  do ing  12 

th is  adequate ly .  13 

 Leg is la to r  Gonsa lves ,  you s ta r ted  ou t  by  14 

say ing  tha t  t he  red i s t r i c t ing  process  was 15 

des igned  to  p ro tec t  the  vo t i ng  r igh ts  o f  a l l  16 

res idents .   When  d is t r i c ts  ac ross  the  count y  a re  17 

be ing  sp l i t  and  separa ted ,  i t ' s  no t  happen in g .    18 

 You have  heard  f rom res idents  o f  Nassau 's  19 

many  d iverse  communi t i es  -  Un ionda le ,  Hemps t ead,  20 

H icksv i l le ,  E lmont ,  Oys ter  Bay ,  Freepor t ,  t he  21 

F i ve  Towns  a rea  -  and no  one  has  spoken in  favor  22 

o f  t he  map  p resented .   The re ' s  a  d i f fe rence  23 

be tween hear ing  and l i s ten ing .   Are  you l i s ten ing  24 

to  wha t  your  cons t i t uents  a re  say ing  to  you ?  25 
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 We a re  no  in  favor  o f  the  map  be ing  2 

p resen ted .   We do no t  fee l  t ha t  i t  g ives  us  3 

adequa te  rep resenta t ion .  4 

 Thank you.  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Mr .  6 

Ca to .  7 

 Nex t  speaker  i s  Juan  Va l le jo .  8 

 MR.  VALLEJO:    Good a f te rnoon .  9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Good  a f te rnoon .  10 

 MR.  VALLEJO:    I 'm  Juan Va l l e jo .   I 'm a  11 

na tu ra l i zed  Amer ican  c i t i zen .   I  served in  t he  12 

m i l i ta ry .   I 'm a  res iden t  o f  t he  V i l lage  o f  13 

Hempstead fo r  over  30  years .   And jus t  t o  e cho  14 

the  vo ices  o f  my  fe l low c i t i zens ,  you ' re  no t  15 

l i s ten ing ;  espec ia l l y  the  GOP is  no t  l i s ten ing .  16 

 Na tu ra l l y ,  t he  GOP d id  no t  ge t  t he  17 

suppor t  o f  t he  La t ino  vo te .   And  now you  18 

repub l icans  a re  t r y ing  to  d rown ou t  the  19 

represen ta t i on  o f  the  La t i nos  in  Nassau Cou n ty .  20 

 We make up  a lmos t  20  percent  o f  the  21 

popu la t i on .   And  now we ' re  l ook ing  down the  22 

ba r re l  o f  ze ro  percent  rep resenta t ion  in  th i s  23 

Coun ty .   Shame on you.  24 

 You ta lk  abou t  respec t .   You  were  asked 25 
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ques t ions ,  you re fused  to  answer .   S top  the  2 

shenan igans .   Ge t  rea l .   We a re  l i v i ng  c i t i zens .   3 

We a re  no t  numbers .  4 

 The open ing  remark  was  quo t ing  5 

pe rcen tages  and  look ing  a t  t he  Census.   Gue ss  6 

what?    Yes ,  you  d id  you r  work .   You  looked  a t  7 

the  Census  and you  r ipped i t  apa r t  i n  your  favor .   8 

Cu t  i t  ou t .   Ge t  rea l .   9 

 Thank you.  10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    The nex t  speaker  11 

i s  He lene Manas .   I  don ’ t  see  - -  i s  tha t  co r rec t ,  12 

He lene?  13 

 MS.  MANAS:    He lene Manas.    14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Yes .   I t  l ooks  15 

l i ke  Manas .   Yes .   Thank  you .  16 

 MS.  MANAS:    Good a f te rnoon.  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Good  a f te rnoon ,  18 

He lene .  19 

 MS.  MANAS:    I 'm  here  today  as  a  20 

concerned c i t i zen  o f  Mer r i ck ,  who has  had m y  21 

leg i s la to r ,  Dave  Denenberg ,  moved ou t  o f  my  22 

d i s t r i c t  by  d raw ing the  new d i s t r i c t  a round  h i s  23 

house,  wh ich  C laud ia  pu t  t he  l i t t l e  house o n  the  24 

map,  and  you  cou ld  see  tha t  i t  was  ac tua l l y  d rawn 25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  96 Rules Committee – 2 - 11- 13 

a round  h is  house .  2 

 Dave  Denenberg  has  been my  leg is la to rs  3 

s ince  1999 ,  and  he  i s  fabu lous .   He is  conc erned  4 

fo r  h i s  cons t i t uen ts ,  and you  can a lways  dep end 5 

on  h im fo r  he lp .   He  a lso  t r i es  to  do  what  i s  6 

bes t  f o r  t he  county .   He  doesn ' t  l ook  i f  yo u  a re  7 

repub l ican ,  i f  you ' re  democra t ,  i f  you ' re  8 

i ndependen t ;  he  works  fo r  a l l  h i s  cons t i tue n ts .   9 

He  i s  ve ry  popu lar  i n  my  d is t r i c t  and won by  73  10 

pe rcen t  in  the  l as t  e lec t i on .  11 

 I t  i s  so  obv ious  tha t  you rea l i ze  tha t  12 

the  on ly  way  to  have  a  chance  to  w in  my d is t r i c t ,  13 

the  19 th  D is t r i c t ,  wh ich  happens  to  have  a  l o t  o f  14 

repub l icans ,  was  to  ge t  r i d  o f  Dave,  becaus e  15 

there  is  no  o the r  democra t  t ha t  cou ld  have won  16 

there .  17 

 E lec t i ons  are  supposed  to  be  fa i r .   By  18 

mov ing  h is  house  ou t  o f  the  d i s t r i c t  you  ha ve 19 

r i gged  the  e lec t ion  so  you  can  w in  a  repub l i can  20 

seat .   How i s  tha t  f a i r?  21 

 I f  you  th ink  tha t  your  i deas  a re  the  bes t  22 

way to  run  the  county ,  you  shou ldn ' t  have t o  23 

chea t  to  w in  the  e lec t ion .   There  is  no  way  you 24 

can look  a t  you rse l f  i n  the  m i r ro r  and  say  tha t  25 
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th is  was  no t  d rawn  purpose fu l l y  to  ge t  r id  o f  2 

Dave  Denenberg ,  in  my d i s t r i c t .  3 

 You a l so  sp l i t  up  Mer r ick ,  wh ich  i s  4 

r i d i cu lous .   I  have no  idea why you wou ld  d o  5 

tha t .   I t ' s  no t  tha t  b ig .   You  m ight  as  we l l  keep 6 

i t  t ogethe r .   Ou t  he re  the  towns  a re  so  sma l l ,  7 

i t ' s  r id icu lous .   To  sp l i t  up  a  town  tha t ' s  so  8 

smal l ,  t he re ' s  no  reason  fo r  i t .  9 

 I  a l so  f ind  i t  a  l i t t l e  susp ic ious  tha t  10 

your  l as t  map,  the  l as t  t ime  I  was  here  you  had 11 

sp l i t  up  Grea t  Neck .   There  were  a  l o t  o f  p eop le  12 

he re  f rom Great  Neck  compla in ing .   I  don ’ t  wan t  13 

to  say  any th ing ,  bu t  I  know Grea t  Neck  has  a  l o t  14 

o f  money ,  and  money means power .   And I  f in d  i t  a  15 

l i t t le  f unny  tha t  tha t ' s  t he  one  d is t r i c t  t ha t  16 

you pu t  back  togethe r .    17 

 Now p lease  do  the  r i gh t  th ing  and l i s ten  18 

to  the  peop le  o f  t h i s  coun ty  and  s top  p lay i ng  19 

games.   Th is  i s  no t  a  game;  th is  i s  ou r  l i v es .    20 

 The peop le  shou ld  have  a  cho ice .   I f  you  21 

don ' t  l i ke  the  democra t i c  map ,  use  the  Leagu e o f  22 

Women Vo te r ' s  Map;  i t ' s  fa i r  and  unb iased.   The 23 

League  o f  Women Vo te rs  a re  unb iased.   They ' re  no t  24 

repub l ican ,  t hey ' re  no t  democra t ,  they  j us t  do  25 
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fa i r .   Fa i r  i s  wha t  e lec t i ons  shou ld  be  abo u t ,  2 

no t  r i gg ing ,  no t  mak ing  i t  so  tha t  you  cou ld  w in ,  3 

o r  t he  democra ts  cou ld  w in ,  i t  shou ld  be  fa i r .  4 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 5 

exp i red ,  ma 'am.  6 

 MS.  MANAS:    Thank  you .   And  I  a lso  jus t  7 

wanted  to  te l l  you ,  Pres id ing  Of f i ce r ,  t ha t  I  8 

apprec ia te  your  be ing  so  respec t fu l  and a l l ow ing  9 

everybody to  speak .  10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    You ' re  we lcome,  11 

He lene .  12 

 Next  speaker  i s  Henry  Bos te l ;  i s  t ha t  13 

co r rec t?   Bo i te l .   I t ' s  B-O- I -T-E-L .  14 

 MR.  BOITEL :    My  name is  Henry  Bo i te l .   I  15 

am f rom Rockv i l l e  Cent re .   Rockv i l le  Cen t re  i s  16 

go ing  to  be  d iv ided in to  f i ve  pa r t s  by  th is  17 

p roposed  red is t r i c t i ng  p lan  tha t  i s  on  the  tab le  18 

a t  t he  moment .   I  v i go rous ly  p ro tes t .  19 

 I  a l so  no te ,  in te res t  to  me enough ,  tha t  20 

on  th i s  map the  name Rockv i l l e  Cen t re  does  no t  21 

appear .   Maybe i f  Mr .  Scanne l l  were  he re ,  h e  22 

cou ld  have  b rought  tha t  to  you r  a t ten t ion  23 

h imse l f .  24 

 I  a t tended  a  number  o f  t he  "hear ings "  -  I  25 
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pu t  tha t  i n  quo tes  -  t ha t  were  he ld  by  the  2 

red i s t r i c t ing  commiss ion ,  and  I  spoke a t  a  number  3 

o f  t hem.   Wha t  we see today  was pred ic tab le  f rom 4 

the  f i rs t  hea r ing .   What  we see he re  i s  a  5 

m ic rocosm o f  wha t ' s  suck ing  the  l i fe  ou t  o f  6 

Nassau  County  and ou t  o f  t he  count ry .   I  w i sh  I  7 

had a  mi r ro r  to  pu t  up  to  you .   Fo r  th is  8 

l eg i s la tu re  o r  t h i s  commi t tee  to  suggest  th a t  9 

th is  map  i s  fa i r  and  reasonab le ,  f o r  Mr .  Mo roney  10 

to  say  tha t  t he  produc t ion  o f  these maps  was  11 

charac te r i zed  by  - -  and I  th ink  I  heard  h is  12 

co r rec t l y  - -  unp recedented  t r ansparency  -  Ge orge  13 

Orwe l l  had  a  word  fo r  tha t ,  i t  was  ca l led  14 

Newspeak .   Ca l l  th ings  the  way  you  wan t  the m to  15 

be  seen bu t  no t  the  way they  rea l l y  a re ,  an d  16 

change  i t  when i t  su i t s  your  conven ience .   Do you 17 

peop le  rea l i ze  wha t  you are  do ing  to  our  co unty  18 

by  pu l l i ng  th is  so r t  o f  nonsense  cons is ten t l y?  19 

 I  sugges t  to  you  tha t  there  has  been  no 20 

commiss ion  p rocess  i n  th is  ma t te r .   Th is  ca se 21 

went  to  the  New York  Cour t  o f  Appea ls ,  t ha t  22 

unan imous ly ,  repub l i cans  and  democra ts ,  sa i d  tha t  23 

the  leg i s la tu re  had v io la ted  the  l aw  by  no t  24 

hav ing  the  commiss ion  process .  25 
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 The commiss ion  p rocess  was  dev ised  in  2 

o rde r  to  ge t  the  cou r t s  to  app rove  wha t  Nas sau  3 

Coun ty  was  do ing  i n  the  f i rs t  p lace ;  t he  id ea was 4 

no t  jus t  go ing  to  be  a  ger rymander ing  k ind  o f  5 

th ing  tha t  was go ing  to  depr i ve  peop le  o f  6 

reasonab le  representa t ion .    7 

 And so  wha t  do  we have  here?   We have a  8 

commiss ion  tha t  spen t  c lose  to  n ine  months  9 

hear ing  the  commun i t y  come and  say ,  p lease,  don ' t  10 

b reak  up  our  communi t i es ,  p lease  be  fa i r  an d  11 

reasonab le ;  t ha t  was  p red ic tab le  f rom the  o u tse t .   12 

There  was no  d i scuss ion  by  th e  commiss ion .   There  13 

was no t  exchange  o f  pub l ic  v iews .   The re  wa s  no  14 

ind i ca t i on  o f  what  the  op t ions  were  w i th  re gard  15 

to  wha t  the  red i s t r i c t ing  cou ld  be .   The re  was  no  16 

spec i f i ca t ion  to  the  communi t y ,  e i ther  on  t he  17 

webs i te  o r  i n  the  commiss ion  p roceed ings ,  o f  t he  18 

p resen t  map as  compared to  wha t  the  prob lem s  19 

were .   Where  were  the  prob lem areas?   Never  once  20 

d id  they  d iscuss  tha t  in  pub l i c .   There  was  no  21 

commiss ion  he re .  22 

 Under  the  law ,  the  commiss ion  was 23 

sub jec ted  to  the  Open Meet ings  Law and  the  FOIL  24 

Law.  25 
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 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  mi nutes  have 2 

exp i red ,  Mr .  Bo i te l .  3 

 MR.  BOITEL :     Somehow before  the  4 

commiss ion  even  s ta r ted ,  t hey  ag reed  they  w ou ld  5 

d i v ide  the  money .   Where  was  the  vo te  on  th a t?   6 

Where  was the  mo t ion  on  tha t?   They  ag reed tha t  7 

they  were  go ing  to  have separa te  s ta f f s .   W here  8 

was the  vo te  on  tha t?   Where  was  the  mot ion  on  9 

tha t?   They  agreed  tha t  they  were  no t  even go ing  10 

to  cons ide r  the  p lan  tha t  the  leg i s la tu re  h ad 11 

adop ted a  yea r  be fore  to  see  i f  there  were  12 

pos i t i ve  o r  nega t i ve  aspec ts  to  i t  t ha t  ough t  to  13 

be  cor rec ted .   Where  was  the  vo te  on  tha t?   There  14 

weren ’ t  any  vo tes .   Every th ing  was  done beh ind  15 

c losed  doors .    16 

 They  d iv ided  themse lves  in to  two  sub -17 

commiss ions .   I  sugges t  to  you  tha t  those t wo 18 

sub-commiss ions ,  by  v i r t ue  o f  the  way tha t  t hey  19 

opera ted ,  were  sub jec t  t o  the  Open  Mee t ings  Law;  20 

ye t ,  we do  no t  have any  o f  t he  cor responden ce or  21 

any  o f  t he  repo r ts  tha t  were  genera ted  w i th  th is  22 

$500 ,000  tha t  was sp l i t  be tween them.  23 

 I  cou ld  go  on  and on  - -  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mr .  Bo i te l ,  wou ld  25 
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you p lease  - -  2 

 MR.  BOITEL :    I f  I  may  - -  3 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    wrap  i t  up .  4 

 MR.  BOITEL :    I  wou ld  l i ke  to  submi t  a  5 

wr i t ten  submiss ion  on  th is .   May  I  do  tha t?  6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    You may do  tha t .  7 

 MR.  BOITEL :    Okay .   I  w i l l  be  - -  no t  8 

today ,  bu t  I  w i l l ,  a f te r  t oda y ,  I  w i l l  submi t  a  9 

wr i t ten  submiss ion ,  because I ' ve  been l i s te n ing  10 

to  th i s  Newspeak  th roughou t  these proceed in gs ,  11 

and i t ' s  abou t  t ime tha t  t he  who le  purpose fo r  12 

hav ing  a  commiss ion ,  t he  who le  i dea tha t  we  13 

shou ld  have peop le  f rom the  commun i t y  who a r e  14 

pa r t  o f  a  p rocess  has  been  v io la ted  he re .   And ,  15 

there fore ,  I  suggest  t o  you tha t  we are  bac k  to  16 

square  one .  17 

 When  th i s  goes  to  the  cour ts ,  the  lack  o f  18 

a  commiss ion ,  a  lack  o f  a  rea l  commiss ion  i s  19 

go ing  to  requ i re  tha t  the  who le  process  be  20 

s ta r ted  a l l  ove r  aga in .  21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  don ' t  know i f  22 

I 'm pronounc ing  th is  name co r rec t l y  - -  I lan ye 23 

Long john .    24 

 MS.  LONGJOHN:    Good  a f te rnoon .  25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Good  a f te rnoon .    2 

 MS.  LONGJOHN:    I l anye  Long john.   And I 'm 3 

a  res ident  o f  Hempstead and a  c i t i zen  o f  the  4 

Un i ted  S ta tes .   Or ig ina l l y ,  I 'm f rom A f r ica .   And 5 

I  sa t  he re ,  and  as  I  sa t  l i s ten ing  and  I  wa s  so  -  6 

I ' ve  been so  impressed  o f  the  Un i ted  S ta tes  7 

Jus t ice  Sys tem and  hear ing  bo th  s ides .   I 'm  proud 8 

to  be  a  c i t i zen .   And I  s i t  he re  i n  f ron t  o f  t he  9 

l eg i s la tu re  and  wonder  am I  i n  my coun t ry?   Is  i t  10 

no t  the  coun t ry  tha t  p r i des  themse lves  abou t  11 

be ing  fa i r?   And  I  sa id  to  myse l f  I  have  an  12 

oppor tun i t y  to  make a  d i f f e rence .   13 

 G iven the  pr i v i l ege o f  be ing  an  Amer ican  14 

c i t i zen ,  I  wo rk  fo r  the  gove rnment  i n  Amer i ca .   I  15 

took  t ime o f f  t o  be  he re  because  I  be l ieve  i n  my  16 

commun i t y ,  I  be l ieve  i n  my  leaders ,  and I  a m 17 

commiss ion ing  my  leaders  to  make  the  r igh t  18 

dec i s ion  fo r  the  benef i t  o f  t h is  communi ty .  19 

 I  a l so  sa t  he re  - -  and  some o f  t he  20 

ques t ions  are  no t  answered .   The re 's  a  l o t  o f  21 

l ack  o f  unders tand ing  o f  why  th i s  red i s t r i c t ing ,  22 

the  reason  why i t ' s  done  and  the  ra t iona le  beh ind  23 

i t .   I  don ' t  know whethe r  i t  w i l l  be  answer ed,  24 

bu t  he re  goes  a  ques t ion  rega rd ing  the  p roc ess  25 
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tha t  I ,  pe rsona l ly ,  d id  no t  unders tand ,  bu t  2 

pe rhaps somebody  w i l l  le t  me  know.  3 

 The t rad i t iona l  d i s t r i c t ing  p r inc ip le ;  4 

what  does  tha t  t e rm mean  to  anybody he re?  5 

Exp la in  how d iv id ing  F ive  Towns and Hempste ad is  6 

cons is ten t  w i th  the  t rad i t iona l  d i s t r i c t ing  7 

p r inc ip les .   Exp la in  how E lmon t  and Inwood 8 

represen t  a  s ing le  communi ty  o f  in te res t .   I  9 

th ink  tha t  has  been echoed  ove r ,  and  ove r ,  and  10 

over .   I f  anybody w ishes  to  exp la in ,  I  w i l l  11 

apprec ia te  i t .    12 

 We a re  i n  a  commun i t y  to  l ea rn ,  to  13 

unders tand ,  to  be  fa i r  t o  one  anothe r ,  and to  14 

un i te  one ano the r  and be  very  p roud Un i ted  S ta tes  15 

o f  Amer i ca  ou t  i n  the  open  wor ld .   So cou ld  16 

somebody  exp la in  to  me  how i t ' s  a  fa i r l y  do ne 17 

p rocess?   I f  a  fa i r l y  done  p rocess  has  been  18 

executed  in  th i s  p lace .  19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Ms .  Long john ,  I  20 

have  to  say  to  you  tha t  the  p rocess  is  spe l l ed  21 

ou t  in  the  Nassau Coun ty  Char te r .   I t  has  t h ree  22 

s tages  to  i t .   The  f i r s t  i s  Sec t ion  112,  wh ich  we 23 

a l ready  ment ioned,  and  then o f  cou rse  i t  ha d  to  24 

be  fo l lowed by  Sec t ion  113 ,  wh ich  was the  f o rm ing 25 
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o f  a  tempora ry  red is t r i c t i ng  adv isory  commi ss ion ,  2 

and then  Sec t ion  114  was  to  p resen t  tha t  ma p  to  3 

the  body .   4 

 The fac t  t ha t  t he  commiss ion  was  unab le  5 

to  p resent  a  map  o f  i t s  own,  okay ,  t he re  wa s  no t  6 

a  ma jo r i t y  vo te  on  e i the r  one  o f  t he  maps.   I t  7 

was the  du ty  o f  th is  l eg is la tu re  to  then  pr oceed  8 

w i th  the  p rocess ,  and tha t ' s  exac t ly  wha t 's  9 

happen ing  today .  10 

 I  w i l l  say  to  you,  I 'm  not  go ing  to  say  11 

tha t  eve ry th ing  tha t ' s  done i s  the  bes t  s i t ua t ion  12 

tha t  cou ld  poss ib l y  be .   But ,  I  w i l l  a lso  s ay  I  13 

w i l l  no t  answer  ques t i ons  as  to  why a  l i ne  i s  14 

d rawn in  a  par t i cu la r  p lace ,  o ther  than to  s ay  15 

tha t  our  ob l i ga t ion  -  ou r  ob l i ga t i on  i s  to  e nsure  16 

the  cons t i tu t iona l  vo t ing  r i gh ts  o f  Nassau 17 

Coun ty .   And  why  a  spec i f i c  l i ne  i s  d rawn i s  a  18 

po l i cy  dec is ion .   Th is  has  been the  mak ing  o f  19 

th is  p rocess  fo r  t he  p rev ious  red i s t r i c t ing  20 

sec t ion ,  wh ich  was  in  2003 .   Some peop le  ma y  21 

ag ree w i th  tha t  cho ice  and  o thers  may no t .    22 

 And as  fa r  as  ge r rymander ing  i s  23 

concerned,  I  don ' t  be l ieve  tha t  th is  map  is  a  24 

ge r rymander .   I  w i l l  say  - -  I  was  asked to  a nswer  25 
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tha t  ques t ion .   I  w i l l  say  no .   My  op in ion  i s  2 

tha t  t h i s  map  c rea tes ,  i n  the  words  o f  Mr .  3 

Abrahams,  fa i r  f igh t  d is t r i c t s .   And  tha t ' s  where  4 

I 'm go ing  to  leave  i t .  5 

 MS.  LONGJOHN:    I  thank  you ve ry  much.   6 

And I  hope  the  oppor tun i ty  i s  g i ven fo r  bo t h  7 

s ides .    8 

 S ince  we  ta l ked  abou t  a  commiss ion  coming 9 

toge ther ,  I  hea r  repea ted ly  they  d id  no t  co me 10 

toge ther .   So  I  hope  wha teve r  dec i s ion  i s  c oming  11 

ou t  o f  t h i s  pane l ,  t h i s  leg i s la tu re ,  you  sh ou ld  12 

cons ider  very  s t rong ly  the  impor tance o f  bo th  13 

s ides  dec id ing  a  po l i cy  ma t te r  and  no t  one s ided .  14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    The nex t  speakers  15 

i s  Mary  Mi tche l l .  16 

 MS.  MITCHELL :    Good  a f te rnoon .  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Good  a f te rnoon .  18 

 MS.  MITCHELL :    My  name is  Mary  Mi tche l l .   19 

I 'm a  member  o f  the  New Hemps tead Democra t i c  20 

C lub .  21 

 My  ques t ion  today  I  th ink  has  been  asked  22 

over  and  ove r  aga in ,  bu t  I 'm  go ing  to  ask  i t  23 

aga in  to  Leg is la to r  Gonsa lves .   When  you  de c ided  24 

as  a  p res id ing  o f f i cer  t o  schedu le  the  meet ing  to  25 
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schedu le  th i s  commi t tee  vo te ,  d id  you ever  2 

cons ider  mak ing  the  hear ing  a n  even ing  meet i ng  3 

and a l low ing  more  robus t  pub l i c  comment  and  4 

i npu t ,  i f  no t  why?   I 'm no t  su re  i f  I  heard  tha t  5 

was answered .   Maybe  i t  was .   I  know i t  was  asked 6 

a  few t imes,  bu t  I  don ' t  know i f  t he re  was an  7 

answer  as  to  why  wasn ' t  the  meet ing  schedu l ed  in  8 

the  a f te rnoon .  9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    The meet ing  has  10 

gone  on a lmos t  two  hours  and  i t  w i l l  con t in ue to  11 

go  on  un t i l  we have everyone  here  speak.   A s  t ime 12 

goes  on ,  I 'm  wa tch ing  the  back  door ;  peop le  are  13 

coming  in  and  pu t t ing  in  s l i ps .   I t ' s  a  14 

cont inuous  mee t ing .   And  beca use  o f  the  na tu re  o f  15 

the  meet ing  i t  was  suggested  tha t  we  ho ld  i t  16 

ea r l ie r  than  la te r ,  p r imar i l y  so  tha t  every one  17 

cou ld  have  an  oppor tun i t y  to  come and speak .  18 

 MS.  MITCHELL :   Oh,  okay .   Thank you.  19 

 The nex t  speaker  i s  Audrey  M ike l l .   I  20 

don ' t  know i f  I 'm say ing  i t  c o r rec t l y .  21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Hey ,  eve rybody .   22 

I  jus t  wan t  eve ryone  to  unders tand  - -  obv iou s l y ,  23 

I  jus t  go t  pu l l ed  ou t  and I  know some o f  th e  24 

members  ge t  pu l l ed  ou t  because  the re 's  cons tan t  25 
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cons t i tuen t  bus iness  tha t  occu rs .   Many t ime s you 2 

may see leg i s la to rs  ge t  up  and  wa lk  ou t .   3 

Genera l l y ,  i f  t hey  wa lk  ou t  t o  the  back  roo m,  4 

every  leg i s la to r  can  s t i l l  hea r  you in  the  back  5 

room.   There ' s  a  speaker .   Obv ious ly ,  we  ca n  hear  6 

the  tes t imony .   So  I  don ' t  wan t  you to  fee l  any  7 

l eve l  o f  d is respec t  i f  you  se e  anyone wa lk  o u t  8 

and go  to  the  back  room.   Many  o f  the  leg is la to rs  9 

a re  jugg l i ng  10 ,  20  d i f f e ren t  th ings  today .   10 

Obv ious l y ,  t he  serv i ces  they  p rov ide  to  the  11 

cons t i tuen ts  s t i l l  need to  be  prov ided .   Yo u  a re  12 

ou r  cons t i tuents ,  and we ' re  t r y ing  to  do  two  13 

th ings  a t  one  bu t  a t  t he  same t ime  accommod a te  14 

some o ther  fo lks ,  as  we l l .    15 

 So  I  j us t  wan t  you  to  unders tand  tha t  16 

there  may be  some fo lks  tha t  ge t  up  and go  to  the  17 

back  on  bo th  s ides .   But  I  wan t  you to  fee l  tha t  18 

we  a re  s t i l l  l i s ten ing  to  you  in  the  back .  19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Mr .  20 

Abrahams.  21 

 MS.  MIKELL :    Good  a f te rnoon .   My name i s  22 

Audrey  M ike l l .   I ’m a  res iden t  o f  Hempstead  fo r  23 

40  yea rs .   And my ques t ions ,  mos t  o f  t hem h ave  24 

been  answered .  25 
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 On  February  25  you  a re  schedu l ing  the  2 

f i na l  vo te .   The re  i s  no  even ing  hear ing  fo r  3 

peop le  who  l i ke  to  come la te r .   I f  t h i s  map  is  4 

passed  w i thou t  changes ,  what  shou ld  we  conc lude 5 

f rom th i s  about  your  respec t  f o r  t he  pub l ic  6 

i npu t?  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Are  you wa i t ing  8 

fo r  an  answer ,  Audrey?  9 

 MS.  MIKELL :    Yes .  10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  be l i eve  f rom 11 

the  tes t imony  o f  Mr .  Moroney  the re  were  sev e ra l ,  12 

seve ra l  meet ings  w i th in  the  commun i t ies .   T h is  13 

map,  okay ,  and th i s  i s  wha t  we  have t r ied  t o  do  14 

i n  fo rmu la t i ng  th i s  map,  was  make su re  tha t  a l l  15 

o f  t he  tes t imony  f rom the  commiss ion  was  16 

rev iewed ,  tha t  i t  was  l i s tened  to ,  and  the  o ther  17 

th ing  was tha t  a l l  l ega l  i ssues  rega rd ing  18 

d i s t r i c t  were  ce r ta in l y  me t .   That 's  exac t l y  wha t  19 

the  leg i s la tu re  has  been  t ry ing  to  do .  20 

 We d id  l i s ten  to  a l l  o f  the  tes t imony.   21 

We have the  t ransc r ip t s ;  we ' ve  had  them for  a  22 

wh i l e .   We 've  rev iewed  them and so  have the  23 

i nd i v idua ls  respons ib le  fo r  d raw ing th is  ma p .   I t  24 

i s  no t  someth ing  tha t  we  jus t  d i s regarded,  the  25 
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va r ious  meet ings  and  hear ings  tha t  were  he l d  i n  2 

seve ra l  o f  t he  communi t i es  th roughou t  Nassau  3 

Coun ty .   And  we  were  ob l iga ted ,  lega l l y  ob l i ga ted  4 

to  fo l low the  l aw,  and  tha t ' s  exac t l y  what  we 5 

t r ied  to  do  i n  do ing  th i s .  6 

 And I  a l so  sa id  tha t  s ince  the  commiss ion  7 

d id  no t  come up  w i th  a  map  o f  i t s  own,  i t  d id  no t  8 

have  a  major i t y  vo te .   Th i s  i s  no t  new,  i t  i s  no t  9 

new.   Th is  happened in  2003,  as  we l l .   I t  w as  the  10 

ob l i ga t i on ,  t he  ob l i ga t i on  o f  the  Coun ty  11 

Leg is la tu re  to  con t inue in  fo l low ing  the  pr ocess .   12 

And so  tha t ' s  where  we  a re .   13 

 I t  may  be  a  p rocess  tha t  some may 14 

d i sagree  w i th ,  bu t  we d id  fo l l ow .   We d id  no t  15 

i gno re  the  tes t imony  o f  the  commun i t ies  tha t  were  16 

i nvo lved ,  and  we  cer ta in ly  d id  no t  i gnore  t he  17 

l ega l  rami f i ca t i ons  tha t  a re  i nvo lved w i th  18 

red i s t r i c t ing .  19 

 Audrey ,  I  don ' t  know i f  there ' s  ever  a  20 

good  so lu t ion  to  eve ry th ing .   Bu t  a t  l eas t  I  know 21 

tha t  t he  tes t imony  g iven  a t  t he  va r ious  hea r ings  22 

and the  lega l  i ssues  tha t  a re  invo lved  in  t h is  23 

were  fo l lowed .   And l i ke  I  sa id  to  you  be fo re ,  we 24 

t r ied  to  do  as  fa i r  a  map as  poss ib le ;  I  kn ow you 25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  111  Rules Committee – 2 - 11- 13 

may no t  ag ree .    I  had  no th ing  to  do  w i th  th e  2 

d raw ing o f  t he  l ines .    3 

 Aga in ,  my d i s t r i c t  i s  sp l i t .   I  have  a  4 

schoo l  d is t r i c t  tha t ' s  sp l i t .   Bu t  you  know  what?   5 

I ' ve  heard  seve ra l  peop le  come up to  th i s  m ic  and 6 

sa id  tha t  we  rep resented  a l l  o f  Nassau  Coun ty ;  7 

ve ry  t rue .   Peop le  ca l l  my  o f f i ce  - -  peop le  ca l l  8 

my  o f f i ce ,  t hey ' re  f rom Wantagh,  f rom Un ion da le ,  9 

they ' re  f rom Hemps tead ,  they ' re  f rom my own  10 

d i s t r i c t .   Guess  wha t?   We t r y  to  he lp .   Th e  11 

res idents  o f  Nassau Coun ty  a re  impor tan t  to  a l l  12 

o f  us .   I f  t here  i s  any  way we  can  address  the i r  13 

needs,  we do .  14 

 I t  i s  a  map tha t  maybe  unhappy  fo r  some 15 

peop le .   I  can  unders tand tha t  because  we 'v e  been 16 

down  th i s  road be fore .   Bu t  I  w i l l  t e l l  you  as  17 

Nassau  County  l eg i s la to rs ,  we  do  t ry  to  add ress  18 

the  concerns  o f  ou r  cons t i tuen ts .  19 

 Thank you,  Audrey ,  f o r  coming  today .  20 

 MS.  MIKELL :    I  thank  you.   Bu t  I  don ' t  21 

ag ree w i th  the  map .  22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    That ' s  okay ,  23 

Audrey .  24 

 Dav id  S toneh i l l .  25 
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 MR.  STONEHILL :     Good  a f te rnoon .   My 2 

name i s  Dav id  S toneh i l l .   I  am an a t to rney  and  3 

c i v i c  ac t i v i s t  f rom Merr ick .  4 

 The la tes t  repub l i can  red i s t r i c t ing  map 5 

i s  as  poor ly  d rawn  as  i t s  p redecesso r ;  i t  r evea ls  6 

a  cont inu ing  pred ispos i t ion  to  sp l i t  up  7 

commun i t ies  i n  the  name o f  po l i t i ca l  exped i ency .   8 

I  w i l l  r epea t  what  I ' ve  sa id  i n  p rev ious ly  9 

tes t imony;  why requ i re  the  l eg is la t i ve  par t i t i on  10 

o f  p rev ious l y  un i f ied  commun i t ies ,  such as  the  11 

F i ve  Towns  and Mer r i ck?   I s  i t  because  they  12 

conta in  la rge  numbers  o f  Jew ish  vo te rs  who a re  13 

p resumed  to  vo te  democra t i c?   Othe r  communi t ies  14 

w i th  l a rge  numbers  o f  Jewish  vo ters  a re  a ls o  15 

ta rge ts  fo r  d i v i s ion .   These wou ld  i nc lude 16 

Ros lyn ,  Syosset ,  Woodbury ,  Je r icho ,  and Wes t  17 

Hempstead.   Moreover ,  o the r  commun i t ies ,  su ch as  18 

E lmont ,  Rockv i l l e  Cent re ,  New Hyde  Park ,  Ga rden 19 

C i ty  Park ,  H icksv i l l e ,  and  Eas t  Meadow a lso  have  20 

the i r  un i t y  a t  r i sk  due to  the  repub l i can  ma p.  21 

 The e f fec t  o f  t h is  new map  i s  the  same as  22 

the  prev ious  repub l i can  maps ,  an  un for tunat e  23 

a t tempt  by  the  repub l i cans  to  se ize  and mai n ta in  24 

po l i t i ca l  power  by  e l im ina t i ng  democra t i c  25 
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incumben ts ,  no t  th rough issues  and  ta len ted  2 

cand ida tes  bu t  by  the  red i s t r i c t ing  process  3 

i t se l f .   Mass ive  numbers  o f  Nassau  res ident s  4 

wou ld  be  d isp laced  in to  new leg i s la t i ve  5 

d i s t r i c t s .    6 

 The repub l icans  say  tha t  i ncumbency  was 7 

no t  a  fac tor  in  the i r  d raw ing  leg i s la t i ve  l i nes .   8 

S t range ly  enough  then,  t ha t  f our  democra t ic  9 

i ncumben ts  wou ld  have to  p r imary  each o ther  as  10 

four  separa te  d i s t r i c t s  a re  comb ined  in to  t wo.   11 

The repub l icans  have  s ta ted  tha t  t he re  wou l d  be  12 

two repub l ican  leg is la to rs  f i gh t ing  to  repr esent  13 

one d i s t r i c t  because  o f  the  map.   However ,  I  14 

aga in  no te  tha t  th is  wou ld  be  a  fa lse  conf l i c t  15 

and is  we l l  known tha t  one  o f  these leg i s la to rs  16 

i s  no t  expec ted  to  run  fo r  o f f i ce  aga in  th i s  17 

year .    18 

 So  why  the  mass ive  changes  in  leg i s la t i ve  19 

l i nes  th is  year?   Why no t  u t i l i ze  a  conserv a t i ve  20 

approach  wh ich  moves  as  few vo te rs  as  poss ib le  21 

wh i l e  p rov id ing  fo r  re la t i ve l y  equa l  popu la t ion  22 

i n  our  d is t r i c t s?   The  repub l i cans  do  no t  a nswer  23 

th is  s imp le  ques t ion .   The i r  de fense  i s  tha t  24 

the i r  map is  lega l .   No o the r  reasons are  25 
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o f fe red .   The i r  ra t i ona le  has  been  kep t  sec re t  2 

and h idden .  3 

 What  I  do  no t  unders tand  i s  why the  4 

repub l icans  have  essen t ia l l y  resor ted  to  a  5 

nuc lea r  op t i on  i n  d raw ing l i nes .   Are  they  tha t  6 

a f ra id  o f  a  compet i t i ve  democra t ic  par ty  an d  i t s  7 

vo te rs?   I s  i t  t he  chang ing  demograph ics  o f  8 

Nassau  County  and the  fac t  t ha t  the  Repub l i c an  9 

Par t y  i s  rap id l y  l os ing  i t s  power  and in f lu ence 10 

w i th in  New York  Sta te?   What  k ind  o f  p reced ence 11 

a re  the  repub l i cans  t r y ing  to  es tab l i sh  w i t h  th i s  12 

map?   Shou ld  fu tu re  democra t i c  ma jor i t ies  t r y  to  13 

e l im ina te  the  repub l icans  th rough red is t r i c t ing?  14 

 Everyone  knows tha t  u l t ima te l y  the  15 

l awfu lness  o f  t h is  map  w i l l  be  de termined b y  the  16 

j ud i c ia l  sys tem.   What  a  shame and  was te  th a t  we  17 

have  to  go  th rough  th i s  p rocess .    18 

 Thank you fo r  g i v ing  me th is  oppor tun i ty  19 

to  speak  today .  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mr .  S toneh i l l .   21 

Mr .  S toneh i l l ,  one  moment .   Mr .  N ico le l l o  w ants  22 

to  cor rec t  t he  record .  23 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Jus t  -  i n  te rms 24 

o f  Garden C i t y  Park ,  you  ac tua l l y  had i t  25 
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comp le te ly  backwards .  2 

 When  the  l ines  were  or ig ina l l y  d rawn  back  3 

i n  1993/94 ,  Garden  C i t y  Pa rk  was  in  one d is t r i c t ,  4 

my  d is t r i c t ,  the  9 th .   I n  2003 ,  when  the  5 

democra ts  red rew the  l ines ,  t hey  sp l i t  Gard en 6 

C i ty  Park  in  ha l f  and they  a t tached Garden C i t y  7 

Park  to  a  d i s t r i c t  t ha t  runs  a l l  t he  way  to  Por t  8 

Wash ing ton .   So  th is  d is t r i c t ,  t he  map  tha t  9 

you ' re  l ook ing  a t  r i gh t  now,  pu ts  Garden  C i t y  10 

Park  back  together  i n  a  s ing le  d is t r i c t .   S o  you  11 

a re  comp le te l y ,  100 pe rcen t  w rong.  12 

 The second  po in t  I  wan t  to  make is  New 13 

Hyde  Park ,  aga in ,  i s  sp l i t  i n to  seve ra l  d i f f e ren t  14 

d i s t r i c t s ,  bu t  i t  has  been  f rom the  beg inn in g .   I  15 

wou ld  pre fer  to  see the  en t i re  communi ty  in  one 16 

d i s t r i c t .   Bu t  t he  t ru th  o f  t he  ma t te r  i s  i t ' s  17 

v i r t ua l l y  imposs ib le  to  d raw l ines  i n  wh ich  every  18 

commun i t y ,  every  Census des ignated  p lace  is  kept  19 

i n tac t .  20 

 Th is  map ,  as  Mr .  Moroney  tes t i f i ed  21 

be fo re ,  has  99  Census des igna ted  p laces  kep t  22 

i n tac t ,  be t te r  t han the  democra t  map  tha t  w as 23 

p roposed  fo r  the  commiss ion  and be t te r  t han  the  24 

l i nes  in  wh ich  a re  runn ing  r i gh t  now.  25 
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 MR.  STONEHILL :    My response  to  tha t  i s  2 

s imp ly  tha t  i f  I  had  a  de ta i l ed  map o f  t he  3 

d i s t r i c t s ,  t hen  maybe you cou ld  ge t  a  de ta i l ed  4 

answer .  5 

 Thank you.  6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Mr .  7 

S toneh i l l .  8 

 The nex t  speaker  i s  G ina  Burne t t .  9 

 MS.  BURNETT:    Good a f te rnoon ,  10 

l eg i s la to rs .   My  name is  G ina  Burnet t .   I 'm  f rom 11 

the  E lmont  communi ty .   I  am ve ry  d is t raught  a t  12 

the  d i v ide  tha t  i s  on  th is  map .   And  as  was  13 

ment ioned about  the  l i nes  and  th is  map  not  be ing  14 

ve ry  de ta i led ,  i t  appears  to  me on  th i s  map  tha t  15 

E lmont ,  in  and o f  i t se l f ,  i s  a lso  d i v ided,  16 

because where  you have  the  l i ne  he re ,  i t  lo oks  17 

l i ke  i t ' s  cu t t i ng  near  the  cemetery .   I t  lo oks  as  18 

i f  par t  o f  E lmon t  i s  d iv ided ,  wh ich  is  t he  s ide  19 

o f  where  mos t ly  the  I t a l ian  res idents  l i ve  o r  20 

non-mino r i ty  a re  res id ing .   S o  I  t h ink  the  l ine  21 

i s  d iv ided  a l so  based on  rac ia l  l i nes ,  as  w e l l  as  22 

po l i t i ca l  l i nes .   That 's  t he  same issue tha t  we 23 

had even  when  we  had  to  b r ing  in  our  wonder fu l  24 

Leg is la to r  Car r i e  A .  So lages .   Jus t  the  iss ues  25 
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tha t  we had even  jus t  ge t t ing  h im in  and  th e  2 

repub l icans  and  how they  reso r ted  jus t  t he  3 

underhanded and  underm in ing  tha t  t hey  d id ,  e ven 4 

a t  t he  po l l s ,  i n  t ry ing  to  no t  ge t  h im  e lec ted .   5 

I t ' s  very  un for tunate .  6 

 Someone ment ioned tha t  you  were  ve ry  7 

p leasant .   I t  seems tha t  you  seem to  answer  8 

ques t i ons  tha t  a re  appropr ia te  to  you and n o t  9 

approp r ia te  to  the  aud ience.   I  don ' t  th ink  you 10 

a re  be ing  ve ry  fa i r ,  persona l l y .  11 

 I  know tha t  un fo r tunate l y  repub l ican ,  12 

they  don ' t  l i ke  when  the  m ino r i t y  i s  i n  the  13 

ma jo r i t y .   As  you sa id ,  o f ten  t imes you guy s  14 

s ta te  - -  you ' re  supposed  to  be  pub l i c  se rva n ts ,  15 

bu t  un fo r tuna te l y  you ' re  no t  adher ing  to  th e  16 

pub l ic .   You  a re  here  to  serv e ,  bu t  ye t  you  are  17 

t r y ing  to  ge t  us  to  be  the  se rvants .   I  th i nk  18 

tha t  you  need  to  take  your  pos i t ions ,  as  wa s  19 

s ta ted  be fore ,  be ing  a  pub l i c  se rvan t  and h ear ing  20 

the  vo ices  o f  t he  peop le .   I t  doesn ' t  seem tha t  21 

tha t ' s  rea l l y  t ak ing  p lace  he re  today ,  acco rd ing  22 

to  the  d rawing o f  these l i nes  he re .  23 

 I  want  you  to  rea l l y  - -  I  imp lore  you to  24 

hear  the  peop le  and to  make changes to  th is  map.   25 
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As  has  been s ta ted  ove r  and over  aga in ,  the  2 

peop le  don ' t  wan t  th is .   Wha t  i s  i t  go ing  t o  take  3 

fo r  you to  unders tand th is?   Take us  ser iou s ly ;  4 

o the rw ise  you ' re  go ing  to  be  i n  cour t ,  okay .   5 

We ' re  in  the  s i t ua t i ons  - -  we  have  the  same 6 

p rob lem un fo r tunate l y  today  i n  our  g rea t  Un i ted  7 

S ta tes .   We need  to  come toge the r .   You wor k  8 

toge ther  as  a  un i t .   We have  the  same prob le m in  9 

Congress .   We don ' t  need  to  have  i t  down  he re  on  10 

the  same loca l  l eve l .   Okay .   Be  an  example ,  as  11 

was s ta ted  be fo re .   Le t ' s  work  togethe r .   S e rve  12 

the  peop le .   Be  fo r  the  peop le .   We are  the  13 

peop le .  14 

 Thank you.  15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  G ina .  16 

 The nex t  speaker  i s  L i sa  Tyson .   17 

 MS.  TYSON:    Good a f te rnoon.  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Good  a f te rnoon ,  19 

L i sa .  20 

 MS.  TYSON:    My  name i s  L i sa  Tyson ,  21 

d i rec tor  o f  t he  Long  I s land Prog ress ive  22 

Coa l i t ion .   We a re  a  34  year  o ld  o rgan iza t i on  23 

ded ica ted  towards  soc ia l ,  economic ,  and rac ia l  24 

j us t i ce .   Been here  be fo re ,  done  i t .   These  25 
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red i s t r i c t ing  hear ings  a re  ge t t i ng  more  2 

depress ing  each  t ime .   I  t h ink  the  nex t  one  is  3 

even  go ing  to  be  worse  than today .  4 

 Two years  ago ,  we had a  ve ry  s im i la r  map .   5 

There  was so  much oppos i t i on ;  luck i l y  the  c our t  6 

s topped the  map  f rom go ing  fo rward .   But  wh a t  we  7 

saw wi th  tha t  map is  i t  was  bas i ca l l y  the  s ame 8 

map tha t  was  submi t ted  i n  New  York  S ta te  by  the  9 

Sena te  Repub l icans .   And  the  i dea o f  ac tua l l y  10 

mak ing  democra ts  have to  compe te  w i th  each o ther  11 

and sp l i t t ing  up  m inor i t y  d i s t r i c t s ,  t ha t  i s  t he  12 

exac t  p lan  tha t  we  have he re  today .   Now,  t he  13 

o the r  p iece  o f  i t  tha t  i s  rea l l y ,  rea l l y ,  re a l l y  14 

hu r t fu l  and des t ruc t ive  is  t ha t  you are  us i ng  the  15 

m ino r i ty  commun i t i es  as  the  reasons fo r  the se 16 

huge  sh i f t s  i n  th i s  map,  and  tha t  i s  i ncor r ec t .  17 

 When  you  sp l i t  t he  V i l lage  o f  Hempstead 18 

and you sp l i t  E lmont ,  you  are  sp l i t t ing  19 

commun i t ies ,  much worse  than me,  and  Mer r ick ,  and 20 

Be l lmore .   I t  i s  a  much d i f f e ren t  s i tua t ion  21 

because we  don ' t  have to  f igh t  f o r  good sch oo ls .   22 

We don ' t  have  to  f igh t  f o r  a f fo rdab le  hous i ng  23 

tha t  i s  decen t  and  we can l i ve  i n .   Peop le  i n  my  24 

commun i t y  a re  do ing  okay ;  the re  are  o the r  25 
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commun i t ies  tha t  a re  no t  and  they  do  no t  ne ed to  2 

be  sp l i t  as  commun i t ies .    3 

 Th is  i s  one o f  t he  wors t  a t roc i t ies  in  4 

such  an  area  where  we have  such huge  rac ism .   We 5 

a re  the  th i rd  most  seg rega ted  commun i t y  in  th i s  6 

coun t ry  and th i s  map  i s  go ing  to  fu r ther  tha t  7 

even  more .  8 

 I  sa id  i t  two  years  ago and I 'm go ing  to  9 

say  i t  aga in ,  t h is  i s  a  Car l  Rove s t ra tegy ;  i t ' s  10 

b r i l l i an t  i f  tha t ' s  what  you  wan t ,  bu t  t h is  i s  11 

no t  what  the  peop le  in  Nassau  Coun ty  wan t .   Th is  12 

i s  no t  about  do ing  someth ing  so  we  can  c rea te  13 

power  fo r  ou r  own pa r t y  and s c rew everyone e lse  14 

up  i n  the  County ,  because tha t ' s  wha t  th is  map  15 

does .  16 

 The rea l i t y  o f  i t  i s  repub l i cans  a re  17 

be ing  ou tnumbered in  th i s  s ta te ,  i n  th is  co unty  18 

by  democra ts .   I t ' s  jus t  wha t ' s  happen ing ,  t he  19 

chang ing  demograph ics  o f  Nassau Coun ty ,  the  20 

chang ing  demograph ics  o f  New York  Sta te .   S o  wha t  21 

a re  you do ing  to  t ry  to  f i gh t  tha t?   C reate  maps  22 

tha t  a re  ger rymandered ,  tha t  sp l i t  up  commu n i t ies  23 

and make  i t  so  democra ts  canno t  w in  seats .   Th is  24 

i s  w rong .  25 
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 I  know when you  a l l  - -  and  I  w ish  there  2 

was more  peop le  on  th i s  s ide  o f  the  room r i gh t  3 

now,  o f  the  horseshoe.   Bu t  I  know when you  a l l  4 

go t  in to  o f f i ce  you d idn ' t  go  in  fo r  bad  re asons .   5 

I  don ' t  th ink  anyone  rea l l y  goes  i n to  o f f i c e  6 

because they  wan t  to  do  someth ing  bad to  hu r t  7 

peop le .   I  know when  you  go t  i n to  o f f i ce  i t  was  8 

to  he lp  your  communi ty ,  whethe r  you ' re  a  c i v ic  9 

l eader  - -  r i gh t ,  Norma?  I  kn ow you ' re  back  and 10 

you ' re  a  c iv i c  l eader .   I f  you ' re  no t  he re ,  you 'd  11 

be  f igh t ing  w i th  us  r i gh t  now.   You go t  in  i t  fo r  12 

the  r i gh t  reasons.    13 

 I t ' s  no t  t oo  l a te  to  s top  th i s  p rocess .   14 

There  is  a  way to  f i x  i t .   The re 's  a  way  to  make  15 

i t  l ess  bad.   Le t ' s  be  hones t ,  okay .   You c ou ld  16 

s top  pu t t i ng  the  dems aga ins t  each  o ther .   The re  17 

i s  a  way .   I f  you  want  to  make  i t  a  l i t t le  18 

be t te r ,  there 's  a  way;  keep E lmont  together ,  keep 19 

Hempstead together .   The re  i s  a  way to  f i x  i t  20 

be fo re  you  have  to  pass  th is  th ing .   T ime i s  no t  21 

over .   You  s t i l l  have t ime .  22 

 What  we do  know a l so ,  the  s to ry  o f  Nassau 23 

Coun ty  i s  fo r  many  yea rs  repub l i cans  were  i n  24 

cont ro l ,  t hen  democra ts  were  i n  cont ro l .   Th e 25 
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m inu te  you ' re  the  ones  in  con t ro l ,  you  want  to  2 

cont ro l  the  o the r  ones ,  r i gh t?  3 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 4 

exp i red ,  ma 'am.  5 

 MS.  TYSON:   Th is  s ide  migh t  no t  be  i n  6 

cont ro l  fo rever  and you w i l l  have to  dea l  w i th  7 

tha t  s ide  in  con t ro l ,  and you  want  them to  t rea t  8 

you be t te r  t han  what 's  be ing  t rea ted  i n  th i s  map .   9 

 I  beg o f  you ,  t he  peop le  i n  th is  County  10 

beg o f  you  to  f i x  the  map now and do  no t  pa ss  11 

th is  map .  12 

 Thank you.  13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    The nex t  speaker  14 

i s  F red  Brew ing ton .  15 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:     Good a f te rnoon,  16 

l eg i s la to rs  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Good  a f te rnoon .  18 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:     I ' ve  been  to ld  tha t  19 

there  were  seve ra l  peop le  tha t  were  y ie ld in g  20 

the i r  t ime  to  me .   I f  you  wan t  me to  i dent i f y  21 

them,  or .   Ms .  Mar t i n .   Reg ina  Wya t t .    22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Wyat t  was  one.  23 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Yes ,  Andrea  Wyat t .   24 

Scot t i e  Coades.  25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Wa i t  a  m inu te .  2 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Scot t i e ,  you  wan t  to  3 

speak.  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Scot t i e  Coades ,  5 

co r rec t?  6 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    No ,  no .   Sc o t t ie 's  7 

go ing  to  ho ld  on to  her  t ime.  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    She ' s  ho ld ing  9 

on to  her  t ime .  10 

 Who e l se  d id  you  have?  11 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Ange la  Mar t i n .  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  on l y  have,  I  13 

be l i eve ,  one  tha t  has  y ie lded  he r  t ime .   An d  who  14 

was the  o the r  ones ,  Mr .  Brew ington?  15 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    James Broach  jus t  16 

spoke,  I  t h ink .  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Yes ,  i t  does  18 

ma t te r  because the re  a re  peop le  who have  to  19 

speak.  20 

 James Broach ;  I  go t  i t .  21 

 That 's  i t?  22 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    I  th ink  tha t  shou ld  be  23 

enough .  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    That  was  fou r  25 
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peop le ,  I  be l ieve .  2 

 Go  ahead ,  Mr .  B rew ington .  3 

 CLERK MULLER:    So  tha t ' s  12  m inutes .  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Yes .  5 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Ms .  Gonsa lv es ,  f i r s t  o f  6 

a l l ,  as  a  cou r tesy ,  I  have  - -  I  have  th ree  t o  7 

s ta r t  w i th ,  r igh t?  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    That ' s  r igh t .  9 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    So  tha t  coun ts  as  how 10 

much?  11 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  t h ink  we 've  spent  12 

more  m inutes  f i gh t ing  abou t  t he  minu tes .  13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Jus t  go .  14 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Judy ,  I 'm no t  go ing  to  15 

f i gh t  abou t  th i s .  16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Jus t  go ,  Mr .  17 

B rew ington .   18 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    F red ,  I  don ’ t  mean 19 

you.  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    You ' re  us ing  up  21 

the  t ime  now.   Le t ' s  go ,  Mr .  B rewing ton .  22 

 MS.  BREWINGTON:     I  haven ' t  had  a  chance 23 

to  be  cour teous  to  you  ye t .  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Okay .   I  25 
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apprec ia te  tha t .  2 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    My  in ten t  t o  be  3 

cour teous  to  you  i s  tha t  I  t ook  your  map  an d  b lew 4 

i t  up  to  a  much  la rger  s ize  s o  you  can  look  a t  i t  5 

a  l i t t le  b i t  more  ca re fu l l y  and fo l l ow  a lon g .   I  6 

don ' t  know,  do  you  have th is  s ize  in  f ron t  o f  you 7 

Mrs .  Jacobs?   Do  you  have the i r  map tha t  th ey  8 

gave  you?  9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    No ,  I  don ' t .  10 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    I  made  cop i es  fo r  you.   11 

So  le t  me hand th i s  up .  12 

 What  I  d id  was I  j us t  made  i t  la rger  on  13 

11  1 /2  by  17  so  tha t  we weren ' t  squ in t ing  a s  we 14 

looked  a t  any  maps  o r  weren ' t  look ing  a  lon g  15 

d i s tance .  16 

 My  f i r s t  po in t  t ha t  I  ask  the  peop le  tha t  17 

a re  he re  to  cons ider  i s  tha t  a  c r ime  has  be en 18 

commi t ted ,  and I 'm  not  t a l k ing  about  wha t  y ou 19 

have  done.   But  I  am ask ing  fo r  hear ings  by  the  20 

l eg i s la tu re  as  we l l  as  th i s  commi t tee  on  an  21 

unders tand ing  o r  an  exp lanat ion  as  to  why th e  22 

commiss ioners  fo r  the  commiss ion  tha t  was s e t  up  23 

to  se t  l ines  fo r  us  re fused to  mee t  w i th  th e i r  24 

componen ts  w i th in  tha t  commiss ion .   Because  i f ,  25 
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indeed ,  they  fa i led  to  mee t ,  and  i f ,  i ndeed ,  they  2 

fa i l ed  to  speak  w i th  each o the r  to  t ry  to  c ome 3 

up ,  to  coa lesce  w i th  one  map ,  then  $500,000  was 4 

s to len  f rom the  peop le  o f  Nassau  County .   S o  I  am 5 

ask ing  - -  as  a  mat te r  o f  f ac t ,  I  am,  as  a  6 

c i t i zen ,  res iden t  o f  F reepor t ,  ca l l i ng  on  t h is  7 

august  body  to  ho ld  hear ings  as  to  who  made  the  8 

dec i s ion  f rom the  repub l ican  s ide  no t  to  me e t  9 

w i th  the  democra ts  to  t r y  and  coa lesce  in  c oming  10 

up  w i th  a  map  fo r  wh ich  they  were  g i ven a  b udget  11 

o f  $500,000.   I f  you  don ' t  dec ide  to  do  tha t ,  we  12 

w i l l  ask  the  d i s t r i c t  a t to rney 's  o f f i ce  to  13 

i nves t iga te  i t .  14 

 W i th  regard  to  the  cur ren t  map  tha t  i s  15 

be fo re  you  - -  I  hope  eve ryone  go t  - -  d id  yo u  have 16 

enough  fo r  everybody?  And  I  don ' t  know - -  M s.  17 

Gonsa lves ,  d id  you  p rov ide  eve rybody  ou t  he re  or  18 

fo lks  a  copy  o f  your  map ,  o the r  than  the  on e  19 

tha t ' s  up  the re?  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  be l i eve .  21 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    I  wou ld  on ly  ask  tha t  22 

tha t  l eve l  o f  cour tesy  i n  the  fu tu re  be  pro v ided  23 

so  tha t  members  - -  j us t  so  yo u  know - -  and thank  24 

you so  much,  I ' l l  wa i t .  25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mr .  B rew ington ,  2 

there  are  sc reens  up  the re  as  we l l  as  the  m ap on  3 

the  f l oo r .   And  I  be l i eve  i t ' s  a lso  - -  I  be l ieve  4 

i t ' s  a lso  ou ts ide  fo r  those who dec ided to  s tay  5 

ou ts ide .   The  maps  have been  done e lec t ron i ca l l y  6 

- -  7 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    So  the  answer  to  my 8 

ques t ion  - -  9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    The answer  i s  no .  10 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Okay .   Than k  you  fo r  11 

answer ing  tha t .  12 

 The f i rs t  po in t  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  make  w i th  13 

rega rd  to  the  cu r ren t  map tha t  i s  p roposed,  and 14 

i t  i s  qu i te  d i f f e ren t  f rom the  map  tha t  was  15 

p roposed  - -  i t  i s  qu i te  d i f fe ren t  - -  I 'm  so r ry .    16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I 'm look ing  fo r  17 

the  C lerk  o f  the  Leg is la tu re ,  who w i l l  - -  I  18 

be l i eved  tha t  - -   19 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Mr .  Mue l le r  i s  here .  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  be l i eved  tha t  21 

the  body  here  d id  rece ive  - -  Mr .  Mue l l e r ,  we re  22 

cop ies  o f  the  map made  ava i l ab le  to  the  peo p le  23 

s i t t ing  he re?  24 

 CLERK MULLER:    My  s ta f f  has  co lo r  25 
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cop ies ,  yeah .   I  t h ink  they  were  on  the  tab le  2 

ou ts ide ,  s i r .   I ' l l  i nves t iga te  i t  t hen.   I  had 3 

abou t  150 made up.  4 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Mov ing  fo rward .   Tha t  5 

i ssue has  gone pas t  now.  6 

 W i th  regard  to  the  cur ren t  map  tha t  i s  7 

p roposed  - -  as  I  sa id ,  i t  i s  qu i te  d i f fe ren t  f rom 8 

the  i t e ra t ion  tha t  appeared coming  f rom the  9 

repub l ican  representa t ion  o f  t he  commiss ion .   10 

Th is  cur ren t  map  has  some ve ry  major  concer ns .   11 

And I ' d  l i ke  to  ask  ve ry  po in ted  ques t ions  so  12 

tha t  t he  commun i ty  can  be  educated .  13 

 One o f  t he  th ings  tha t  a  pub l i c  hear ing  14 

i s  supposed to  do  is  no t  a l l ow  peop le  jus t  t o  15 

vent .   I t  i s  supposed to ,  one ,  educa te  you as  16 

member  o f  the  l eg i s la tu re  so  tha t  you can r epo r t  17 

ou t  to  the  fu l l  leg i s la tu re ,  agreed?   And,  18 

second ly ,  so  tha t  we ,  as  memb er  o f  t he  commu ni ty ,  19 

have  some input  f rom you  as  to  wha t  your  th ink ing  20 

was,  wha t  you r  ra t iona le  was  - -  I ' l l  wa i t ,  s i r .  21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Abso lu te ly  no t  22 

t rue .  23 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Excuse  me? 24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Abso lu te ly  no t  25 
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t rue .  2 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    I 'm so r ry?   I  d idn ' t  3 

f i n i sh  my po in t .   Are  you jus t  parody ing  wh a t  4 

tha t  man  jus t  t o ld  you?   5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    F in i sh  you r  6 

comment  and then  I ' l l  answer  you .  7 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    My  concern  here  is  t ha t  8 

l eg i s la to rs ,  such as  you rse l f  - -  you  don ’ t  h ave 9 

to  necessa r i l y  exp la in  you rse l f ,  bu t ,  indee d ,  i f  10 

you want  to  be  respons ive  to  the  cons t i t uen cy ,  11 

you wou ld  be  respons ive  by  answer ing  ques t i ons  so  12 

tha t  we unders tand  wha t  your  ra t iona le  i s  f o r  13 

do ing  ce r ta in  th ings .   I f  you  re fuse  to  p rov ide  14 

us  w i th  tha t  in fo rma t ion ,  then  you  a re  bas i ca l l y  15 

say ing  tha t  t hese peop le  tha t  e lec t  you are  no t  16 

wor th  the  wh i le  o f  unders tand ing  you r  th ink ing .   17 

And i f  you r  th ink ing  i s  no t  wor th  g i v ing  to  them,  18 

then  perhaps  the i r  vo te  is  no t  wor th  them g iv ing  19 

to  you .  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mr .  B rew ington ,  21 

tha t ' s  you r  op in ion .  22 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    I  can ' t  hea r  you .  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  sa id  tha t  i t  i s  24 

your  op in ion .   And  tha t ' s  no t  the  in ten t .  25 
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 MR.  BREWINGTON:    I  unders tand  tha t .   And 2 

as  a  c i t i zen ,  as  a  member  o f  t he  communi ty ,  and 3 

as  a  person tha t  unders tands  vo t ing  r i gh ts  4 

p robab ly  bes t  i n  th i s  room,  except  fo r  some  o f  5 

the  o the r  fo l ks  f rom NAACP,  and f rom La Fue n ta ,  6 

and f rom Lat ino  Jus t ice ,  and  f rom the  Leagu e  o f  7 

Women Vo te rs ,  who have  go t ten  toge ther  to  m ake  8 

su re  they  unders tand  i t .  9 

 Pa r t  o f  the  respons ib i l i t y  o f  you,  as  a  10 

l eg i s la to r ,  i s  no t  j us t  to  l i s ten  to  someon e  who  11 

te l l s  you ce r ta in  th ings ,  bu t  tha t  you  unde rs tand 12 

i t  and  then ques t ion  i t  c r i t i ca l l y .  13 

 One o f  t he  th ings  I ' ve  go t  t o  ask  you is  14 

d id  anybody men t ion  to  you  about  Reno v. Shaw  and 15 

what  a  d is t r i c t  i s  supposed to  be  w i th  rega rd  to  16 

i t  be ing  con t iguous and hand l i ng  wha t  i s  co mmonly  17 

unders tood  as  bas i c  red i s t r i c t ing  pr inc ip le s?   18 

And I  th ink  Mr .  N ico le l l o  wan ts  to  speak  to  tha t .  19 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Yes ,  I  d id  wan t  20 

to  respond  to  tha t ,  Mr .  Brew ington .  21 

 We,  as  l eg is la to rs ,  a re  no t  requ i red  to  22 

know spec i f i c  case  law .   Wha t  we  d id  i ns t ru c t  the  23 

map makers  to  do  i s  to  d raw a  map tha t  was in  24 

comp l iance  w i th  the  Vo t ing  R i gh ts  Ac t ,  t he  U n i ted  25 
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S ta tes  Const i tu t ion ,  and  us ing  t rad i t i ona l  2 

red i s t r i c t ing  p r inc ip les  to  come up w i th  a  map  3 

tha t  sa t is f i ed  those  requ i rements .   We had our  4 

sugges t ions ,  we  had ou r  po l i cy  i nput ,  bu t  i n  no  5 

way,  shape ,  o r  f o rm are  we  ab le  to  d raw l ine  by  6 

l i ne  o r  a re  we ab le  to  ach ieve  cer ta in  i dea l  7 

goa ls ,  l i ke  hav ing  eve ry  census  des ignated  p lace  8 

i n  the  same d is t r i c t .  9 

 We d id  g ive  i npu t .   Our  po l i cy  i s  10 

i nvo lved  in  th i s  map ,  bu t  we  d id  no t  ge t  in to  11 

d raw ing wh ich  s t ree t  i s  in  wh ich  d is t r i c t .  12 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    S i r ,  you  pe rhaps  13 

m isunders tand  my  quest ion ,  and  I ' l l  reph ras e  i t  14 

aga in .  15 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I  don ' t  know wha t  16 

Reno v. Shaw  says .  17 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    That 's  my po in t .   No  18 

one spoke to  you  about  tha t ,  so  you ' re  on ly  19 

hear ing  f rom one  aspec t  o f  wha t  your  20 

respons ib i l i t y  i s .    21 

 Reno v. Shaw ,  a  Supreme Cour t  case  - -  I 'm 22 

su re  the  gen t leman  in  the  back  who  keeps  23 

wh ispe r ing  to  you migh t  unders tand  tha t  - -  24 

i nd i ca tes  tha t  when,  i ndeed,  you  have a  con c ise ,  25 
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cont iguous  A f r i can  Amer i can commun i t y  o r  2 

commun i t ies ,  tha t  when  you  s ta r t  t o  do  - -  an d you 3 

sa id  ger rymander ing  has  no th ing  to  do  w i th  th i s ,  4 

i t  abso lu te l y  does .   When you  s ta r t  to  d raw  l i nes  5 

l i ke  you  d id  w i th  rega rd  to  D is t r i c t  14  and  6 

D is t r i c t  16 ,  and  even how you  p ieced  togeth e r  7 

D is t r i c t  2 ,  t ha t  you  v io la te  Reno v. Shaw  i n  a  8 

number  o f  ways .  9 

 D is t r i c t  14  i s  par t i cu la r l y  i s  10 

p rob lemat i c  i s  because  even though  you  le f t  a  11 

l a rge  pa r t  o f  Hempstead in tac t ,  what  you  d i d  was  12 

you sp l i n te red  o f f  members  o f  Hempstead and  pu t  13 

them in to  th ree  or  f ou r  o the r  d i f f e ren t  d is t r i c t s  14 

so  tha t  the i r  vo te ,  even  though i t  remains  a  15 

ma jo r i t y -m inor i t y  d i s t r i c t ,  i s  sp l in te red  o f f .   16 

The peop le  tha t  you sp l i n te red  o f f  i n  14  f r om 17 

Hempstead,  even  i f  you  gave them b readcrumb s ,  18 

wou ldn ' t  know how to  ge t  t o  Be thpage .   And the  19 

i ssue tha t  you ' ve  done  i s  the  commun i t ies  o f  20 

i n te res t  have  been  d iv ided .  21 

 One o f  t he  th ings  - -  and  I  was  no t  here .   22 

I 'm so r ry .   I  was  in  cou r t  t h i s  morn ing  on  a  23 

d i f f e ren t  case.   One  o f  the  th ings  I  hea rd  was  24 

tha t  t he re  was a  p resenta t ion  done  about  th e  25 
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numbers ,  Ms.  Gonsa lves .   I  d i d  take  a  c lass  in  2 

co l l ege,  wh ich  I  d idn ' t  do  ve ry  we l l  i n ,  wa s  3 

ca l l ed  how to  l i e  w i th  s ta t i s t i cs .   The 4 

respons ib i l i t y  here  is  why  you  can  say  we 'v e  done 5 

th is  w i th  the  numbers  or  we 've  done ce r ta in  6 

th ings  w i th  the  numbers ,  you  a lso  have  a  7 

respons ib i l i t y  t o  l i ve  up  to  senate  fac tors  and 8 

j i ng les  fac to rs ,  and  I 'm  sure  tha t  was  d isc ussed  9 

w i th  you ,  Mr .  N ico le l l o .   No ,  s i r?  10 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    No ,  we  d idn ' t  no t  11 

d i scuss  - -  as  I  to ld  you ,  we  gave some gener a l  12 

pa ramete rs .   We d id  no t  ge t  i n to  - -  13 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Bu t  tha t ' s  t he  p rob lem.  14 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    case  law .   We d id  15 

no t  ge t  in to  spec i f i cs .   Bu t  we to ld  them i t  has  16 

to  comply  w i th  the  Const i t u t i on ,  t he  Vot ing  17 

R igh ts  Ac t ,  and  t rad i t iona l  red i s t r i c t ing  18 

p r inc ip les .  19 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Mr .  N ico le l l o ,  I  t hank  20 

you so  much fo r  tha t .   Bu t  I  can ' t  s tand  he re  as  21 

a  c i t i zen  o f  Nassau Coun ty  and  agree  tha t  m y  22 

leg i s la to rs ,  eve ry  one  o f  you  are ,  and  I  re ach  23 

you and up l i f t  you  when you need  to  up l i f te d  and  24 

ques t ion  you  when you need  to  be  ques t ioned .   You 25 
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a re  no t  a l lowed  to  abd ica te  your  l eg is la t i v e  2 

respons ib i l i t y  t o  someone e l se .   And  in  th i s  3 

s i tua t ion  - -  i n  th is  s i t ua t io n  - -  I  heard  w hat  4 

you sa id .   Maybe  you  d idn ' t  mean  i t  the  way  tha t  5 

you sa id  i t ,  bu t  I 'm  te l l i ng  you  how I  t ook  i t .  6 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    You took  i t  the  7 

wrong way.   As  I  sa id  a t  t he  beg inn ing ,  our  8 

po l i cy  sugges t ions  - -  and these are  po l i cy  9 

dec i s ions  - -  wen t  in to  th i s  m ap.   So  i f  you  took  10 

i t  any  o ther  way ,  you took  i t  wrong.   So ,  I  11 

apo log ize  fo r  be ing  unc lea r .  12 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    D isagreemen ts  happen .   13 

Perhaps we  can t ry  to  s t ra igh ten  some o f  th em ou t  14 

today .  15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  have  to  say  16 

someth ing  to  you .  17 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Yes ,  ma 'am.  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I f  you ' re  t r y ing  19 

to  embar rass  us  or  downgrade  us  in  any  way,  I  20 

th ink  you ' re  - -  l i s ten  and  l i s ten  ca re fu l l y .   You 21 

want  answers ,  you want  us  to  speak  to  you - -  I  22 

w i l l  ca l l  a  recess .    23 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Recess  i s  pa r t  o f  your  24 

r i gh t ,  ma 'am.  25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    That ' s  r igh t ,  2 

s i r .  3 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:   So when  you  dec ide  to  4 

ca l l  i t ,  you  ca l l  i t .  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    You ta lked  about  6 

the  case  o f  t he  - -  t he  Suprem e Cour t  case o f  7 

Jingles v. Thornberg .   A re  you  cor rec t?  8 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Thornberg v. Jingles .   9 

There  are  s i x  cases ,  ma 'am.   Make su re  you read 10 

f rom the  r igh t  one .  11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Wh ichever  the  12 

case  may  be - -  13 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    No .   I t  can ' t  be  - -  14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    bu t  t hey  - -  15 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    You can ' t  do  i t  tha t  16 

way.  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    We l l ,  th is  i s  the  18 

way - -  19 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Te l l  me wh ich  one 20 

you ' re  read ing  f rom:   J ing le  1 ,  J ing les  2 ,  o r  21 

J ing les  3?  22 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Mr .  B rew ington ,  23 

she ' s  no t  an  a t to rney .  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I ’m no t  an  25 
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a t to rney .  2 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    My  in ten t  i s  t o  educate  3 

you,  ma 'am.   I f  you  re fuse  to  - -  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    S i r ,  we can - -  5 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    rema in  i gno ran t  - -  i f  6 

you re fuse  to  rema in  i gnoran t  and no t  be  7 

educated ,  tha t  i s  your  cho ice .  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  beg  your  9 

pa rdon .   I  beg you r  pa rdon .   None o f  us  cho ose  to  10 

rema in  i gnorant .  11 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Good .   Le t  me educate  12 

you then .  13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    We t r y  to  f i nd  as  14 

much  in fo rma t ion  as  we  can .  15 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    A l l  r i gh t .  16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    You can cont inue  17 

to  speak  and  we  w i l l  no t  i n te r rup t  you  aga in .   So 18 

don ' t  ask  us  a  ques t ion .  19 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    No ,  no ,  no ,  no .  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mr .  B rew ington ,  21 

go  ahead .   You don ' t  wan t  to  l i s ten .   I t  ha s  to  22 

be  you r  way o r  the  h ighway .  23 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    No ,  ma 'am.  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I 'm so r ry .   Yes ,  25 
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s i r .   I  know you  a  l ong t ime .  2 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    You don ' t  know me tha t  3 

we l l .  4 

 Le t  me  jus t  t e l l  you .   I  asked  a  very  5 

spec i f i c  ques t i on ,  and  I  t hank  Mr .  N ico le l l o  fo r  6 

say ing  no ,  t hose  th ings  weren ' t  cons idered by  7 

h im.   I  take  i t  tha t  w i th  rega rd  to  - -  may I  8 

f i n i sh?  9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Go  ahead .  10 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Wi th  regard  to  the  11 

i ns t ruc t ions  tha t  you gave ,  t ha t  par t  o f  th e  12 

i ns t ruc t ions  d id  no t  i nc lude  a  d iscuss ion  b ack  13 

and fo r th  to  say  tha t  pe rhaps  your  i ns t ruc t i ons  14 

i n  themse lves  may have  some p rob lems .   So i f  t ha t  15 

d i scuss ion  d id  no t  t ake  p lace ,  how can  you expec t  16 

us ,  when  we come to  you and ask  you ques t io ns ,  t o  17 

expec t  t ha t  you ' re  go ing  to  g i ve  us  any th in g  18 

wor thwh i le?  19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mr .  B rew ington ,  20 

now,  I  w i l l  t e l l  you ,  the  tes t imony tha t  we  21 

rece ived  f rom the  red i s t r i c t i ng  commiss ion  d id  22 

i nc lude the  case  - -  wh ich  case  i t  was ,  I  ca nno t  23 

te l l  you  - -  the  case  o f  Jingles v. Thornborg .   I t  24 

came up w i th  th ree  par t i cu la r  s tandards  as  to  how 25 
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we  wou ld  be  gu ided .   Tha t  tes t imony is  i n  t he  2 

tes t imony o f  t he  Tempora ry  Re d is t r i c t i ng  Adv isory  3 

Commiss ion .  4 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    And you read  tha t ,  5 

r i gh t?  6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Yes .  7 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Te l l  me wha t  i t  means.  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Excuse  me.   I 'm 9 

no t  your  s tuden t .  10 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    That 's  abso lu te l y  11 

r i gh t ,  you ' re  no t .  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I 'm no t  your  13 

s tuden t ,  s i r .  14 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    And the  fac t  t ha t  you 15 

re fuse  to  re fuse  - -   16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  am not  17 

re fus ing .   I  am te l l ing  you - -  18 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:   t o  te l l  me tha t  you  19 

unders tand  i t  - -  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    po in t  b lank .  21 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Ma 'am,  do  you 22 

unders tand  i t  o r  no t?  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  am te l l i ng  you  24 

po in t  b lank  tha t  t h i s  was cons idered  in  the  25 
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Temporary  Red is t r i c t ing  Commiss ion .   Tha t 's  what  2 

they  were  cha rged w i th ,  tha t ' s  wha t  - -  3 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    The Tempora ry  4 

Red is t r i c t ing  Commiss ion  i s  no t  th is  commi t tee .   5 

That  t ime has  come and  gone.   I ' ve  asked  yo u  to  6 

i nves t iga te  them.   Now I 'm  dea l i ng  w i th  you .   And 7 

i n  th i s  s i tua t i on ,  w i th  rega rd  to  Thornburg v. 8 

Jingles ,  and  the  J ing les  Fac to rs ,  and the  Se na te  9 

Fac tors ,  a l l  23  o f  t hem,  p lus  the  ex t ra  f i v e  tha t  10 

we  c rea ted  i n  Goosby ,  as  we l l  as  you r  11 

respons ib i l i t y ,  i f  you  say  tha t  you adhered  to  12 

tha t ,  p lease  exp la in  to  me  why  D is t r i c t  3  w as 13 

c rea ted ,  a l l  t he  l eg is la to rs ,  how Dis t r i c t  3  was  14 

c rea ted  to  be  cons is ten t  w i th  Shaw v. Reno  a nd  15 

those o the r  cases  when  you  c rea te  a  western  16 

bo rder  pa t ro l  t ha t  goes  down  to  Inwood  and 17 

d i lu tes  the  vo te  o f  E lmont .  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mr .  B rew ington ,  19 

ea r l ie r  I  sa id  tha t  i t  was  no t  - -  i t  was  no t  our  20 

i n ten t  t o  ge t  i nvo lved  on  why  l i nes  were  dr awn .   21 

Why a  l i ne  i s  d rawn in  a  par t i cu la r  p lace ,  o ther  22 

than  to  say  our  ob l i ga t i on  i s  to  ensure  the  23 

cons t i tu t i ona l  vo t ing  r i gh ts  o f  the  peop le  o f  24 

Nassau  County .   Where  a  spec i f i c  l ine  is  d ra wn  i s  25 
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a  po l i cy  mat te r .   Okay?  A  po l i cy  cho ice ,  a s  i t  2 

was in  2003.  3 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Can you te l l  me what  4 

the  po l i cy  i s ,  p lease?  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    As  i t  was  in  6 

2003 .  7 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Ma 'am,  I 'm  not  i n  2003 .  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Some peop le  may 9 

ag ree w i th  ou r  cho ice ,  and  some may no t .  10 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    I 'm in  2013 .  11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    So r ry .   And 12 

tha t ' s  a l l  I 'm go ing  to  answer .  13 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Ms .  Gonsa lves ,  I  t hank  14 

you so  much fo r  shut t i ng  you r  mic rophone  o f f  and  15 

no t  f i n i sh ing  your  po in t ;  I  w i l l  t ry  and  f i n ish  16 

m ine .  17 

 I  am here  in  the  yea r  2013 .   Wha t  18 

happened  in  2003  a t  th is  par t i cu la r  po in t  m aybe 19 

re levant  w i th  rega rd  to  d i scuss ions  tha t  ha ppened 20 

ou ts ide  o f  he re ,  bu t  w i th  rega rd  to  what  yo u  have 21 

dec ided,  wha t  you pu t  ou t  in to  the  pub l i c ,  w ha t  22 

you pu t  ou t  i n to  the  newspaper ,  what  you  pu t  up  23 

on  these  screens ,  I  th ink  tha t  we have  a  r i gh t  t o  24 

unders tand  how you  say  tha t  do ing  what  you d id  i n  25 
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D is t r i c t  3  confo rms to  the  Vo t ing  R igh ts  Ac t ,  the  2 

14 th  Amendment ,  Shaw v. Reno ,  and the  J ing le s  3 

Fac tors .  4 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    You have  the  5 

answer .   We jus t  ask  you  to  move  on.   Obv io us l y ,  6 

t r y ing  to  have a  non-a t to rney  - -  7 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    I 'm ta lk ing  to  you  as  a  8 

res ident  o f  F reepor t .  9 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    T ry ing  to  have  a  10 

non-a t to rney  answer  tha t  ques t ion  is  imposs ib le .   11 

You are  t r y ing  to  c rea te  a  record  fo r  the  c our t ,  12 

wh ich  is  f ine .   You can make  those  a rgument s  fo r  13 

the  cour t .   Bu t  i t  r ea l l y  i s  a  l i t t l e  b i t  14 

underhanded to  t ry  to  t r i ck  he r  in to  g iv ing  you 15 

an  answer  on  a  Supreme Cour t  case,  on  the  f i ne  16 

po in ts  o f  a  sup reme cour t  case .    17 

 We to ld  you the  d i rec t ions  tha t  we  gave 18 

to  the  peop le  tha t  d rew the  maps  - -  19 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Mr .  N ico le l l o ,  s i r  - -  20 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    We - -  21 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    I  ex tended  an o l i ve  22 

b ranch  to  you .   I  b rough t  you  cop ies .   I  t r i ed  to  23 

be  cou r teous  w i th  you.   Bu t  i f  you  wan t  to  ge t  24 

i n to  name ca l l i ng  - -  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  142  Rules Committee – 2 - 11- 13 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I  d idn ' t  ca l l  you  2 

any  names.  3 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Pe rhaps you  shou ld  t ry  4 

and avo id  - -  I 'm  no t  underhan ded ;  neve r  have  5 

been ,  neve r  w i l l  be .  6 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I  wou ld  sugges t  7 

tha t  you r  ques t i on  was .  8 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    No .   Le t  me  f i n i sh .  9 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Su re .  10 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    And p lease ,  i f  you  wan t  11 

to  be  respec t fu l ,  le t  me  f in i sh .   I  w i l l  be  12 

respec t fu l  t o  you,  bu t  I  requ i re  and  demand  the  13 

same th ing .  14 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    That ' s  f a i r  15 

enough .  16 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    I t  i s  no t  underhanded 17 

fo r  me ,  who wen t  to  schoo l  based  on the  bac k  o f  18 

some o f  these  peop le  i n  th is  room,  to  come t o  you 19 

w i th  the  educat ion  tha t  I  go t .   You sent  me  to  go  20 

to  l aw  schoo l  so  I  cou ld  come back  and  make  su re  21 

tha t  you  don ' t  s tep  on  peop le ' s  r i gh ts .   Wh en you 22 

s tep  on  peop le ' s  r igh ts  your  respons ib i l i t y  as  23 

l eg i s la to rs  and  as  a  p ro tec to r  o f  the  24 

Cons t i tu t i on  o f  the  Un i ted  S ta tes  becomes 25 
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suspec t .   And  the  suspec t  aspec ts  o f  wha t  y ou 2 

have  done thus  fa r  go  to  tha t .    3 

 Your  who le  a t tempt  o f  hav ing  a  mee t ing  i n  4 

the  midd le  o f  t he  day  and no t  do ing  i t  so  t ha t  5 

peop le  who  want  to  f i l l  th is  chamber  can  co me 6 

he re  i n  the  even ing  - -  l e t  me  f i n i sh  - -  7 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Su re .  8 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    i s  p rob lemat ic .   And  9 

you know i t ' s  p rob lemat i c .   Hav ing  a  s ing le  10 

hear ing  - -  and  you ' re  go ing  to  say  i t ' s  a l l  we ' re  11 

bound fo r ,  a l l  we ' re  bound  to  do  by  whateve r  you r  12 

ru les  are  -  tha t ' s  no t  t he  an swer .   The answ er  i s  13 

to  ge t  a  robus t ,  as  a  s i s te r  sa id  be fo re ,  14 

unders tand ing  f rom the  commun i ty  o f  what  th e i r  15 

i n te res ts  a re  and then  to  go ,  wherever  you go t ta  16 

go ,  ge t  down  wi th  the  in fo rma t ion  tha t  you have,  17 

and come up w i th  a  good resu l t .   Not  t o  go  t o  18 

your  i nd iv idua l ,  po l i t i ca l  o r  whatever  need s  you  19 

have ,  and drawn  l i nes  tha t  l ook  l i ke  th i s ,  t ha t  20 

l ook  l i ke  a  rac ing  s t r ip  f rom Dis t r i c t  14  t ha t  21 

goes  f rom eas t  t o  west .    22 

 The concern  tha t  I  have as  I  s tand  be fore  23 

you he re  today  i s  no t  as  an  a t to rney .   I  wo u ld  24 

much  p re fe r  no t  to  be  be fo re  the  federa l  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  144  Rules Committee – 2 - 11- 13 

cour thouse  su ing  each and eve ry  one o f  you.   You  2 

know tha t  I  w i l l  do  tha t ,  though .  3 

 CLERK MULLER:    Mr .  Brew ington ,  your  t ime 4 

has  exp i red .   You ' re  pas t  20  m inutes .  5 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Thank you v e ry  much.  6 

 Bu t  the  respons ib i l i t y  i s  a  two-way door .   7 

And tha t  respons ib i l i t y  tha t  I 'm  ra i s ing  to  you,  8 

Ms .  Gonsa lves ,  you  may  not  be  happy,  bu t  th a t ' s  9 

okay  because  the  respons ib i l i t y  tha t  you  ha ve is  10 

no t  necessar i l y  to  be  happy bu t  to  do  what ' s  11 

r i gh t .   No t  to  take  march ing  o rders  f rom som ebody 12 

e l se  o r  whoever  e l se  you  dec ide  to  do  tha t ,  and 13 

jus t  pass  a  map  and shove i t  down peop le 's  14 

th roa ts .  15 

 You 've  heard  f rom everyone  in  th is  body  16 

who sa id  the re  i s  a  p rob lem here ,  l i s ten  to  me ,  17 

and a l l  they  ge t  i s  yeah ,  le t ' s  move  on.   Th at  i s  18 

no t  acceptab le .  19 

 I  w i l l  t ake  my sea t  shor t l y .   I  jus t  wan t  20 

to  ra i se  two  issues ;  you  p robab ly  won ' t  ans wer  21 

them.  22 

 Cou ld  someone  p lease  exp la in  to  the  body  23 

he re ,  because  i t ' s  no t  my job  to  do  tha t ,  w hat  24 

happens i f  t he  l ines  tha t  s tay  i n  p lace  take  25 
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p lace ,  and  they  are  pu t  in  p lace ,  e lec t i ons  take  2 

p lace ,  and  you end  up  w i th  a  super  major i t y ?   3 

What  i s  the  impor tance  o f  tha t  w i th  rega rd  to  4 

bond ing?  5 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    You know the  6 

answer .   Obv ious ly  13  vo tes  i s  wha t  i t  need s  to  7 

bond .   So you know the  answer  to  tha t  ques t i on ,  8 

r i gh t?  9 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    And w i th  regard  to  10 

tha t ,  based on the  l ines  tha t  you ' ve  d rawn,  what  11 

i s  - -  I  know th i s  d i scuss ion  took  p lace .   W hat  do  12 

you be l i eve  the  ou tcome wou ld  probab ly  be  w i th  13 

rega rd  to  u t i l i z ing  these l i nes  in  the  nex t  14 

e lec t i on?  15 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I  don ' t  know 16 

what 's  go ing  to  happen .   U l t imate l y ,  t he  vo ters  17 

w i l l  dec ide  - -  18 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    That 's  no t  my ques t ion .  19 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Look .   You  d raw 20 

l i nes  - -  21 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    No t  my  ques t ion .  22 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    You d raw l ines  23 

and the  vo te rs  dec ide ,  no t  t he  l eg is la to rs .  24 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    No t  my  ques t ion .   My  25 
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ques t ion  was  look ing  a t  the  numbers ,  as  any body 2 

tha t  knows  what  to  do ,  wh ich  I 'm  sure  tha t  you  3 

d id  because you  spoke to  you r  exper t s .   D id  they  4 

an t i c ipa te  tha t  there  was a  poss ib i l i t y  o f  a  5 

supermajor i t y  us ing  the  l i nes  tha t  you  have  -  yes  6 

o r  no?  7 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I  have  no  idea .   8 

D id  anyone  an t i c ipa te  tha t  Den ise  Fo rd  wou l d  w in  9 

i n  the  Long Beach D is t r i c t?   I  doubt  i t ,  te n  10 

years  ago.  11 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Long  Beach  i s  he re  and  12 

they  can  te l l  you  yes .  13 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Le t  me  say  th i s  14 

i n  response to  someth ing  you  sa id  be fo re .   You  15 

c r i t i c ize  us  because  we had a  ru les  commi t te e  a t  16 

10 :00  a .m.  on  a  Monday  morn ing .   Do you rem ember  17 

i n  2003 when  the  democra ts  had  the i r  ru les  18 

commi t tee?  19 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    S i r?  20 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    You were  the re ,  21 

s i r .   You asked  me quest ions ,  and I ' ve  answe red.   22 

You ' re  no t  go ing  to  answer?  23 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    S i r ,  t he  good th ing  is  24 

tha t  I 'm  no t  e lec ted ;  you are .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    That ' s  - -  2 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:   And  w i th  rega rds  to  wha t  3 

the  democra ts  d id ,  s i r  - -  I 'm  no t  say ing  the  4 

democra ts  d id  any th ing  r igh t  o r  wrong.   I  do n ' t  5 

speak fo r  the  democra ts .  6 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Bu t  you were  7 

he re .  8 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    I  don ' t  speak  fo r  the  9 

repub l icans .  10 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    You d idn ' t  11 

c r i t i c ize  i t .  12 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    I t  doesn ' t  make a  13 

d i f f e rence .  14 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    You suppor ted  15 

them.  16 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    S i r ,  wha t  you want  to  17 

do  i s  ob fusca te .  18 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    No ,  what  I  wan t  19 

to  do  is  respond .  20 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    What  you  wan t  to  do  is  21 

c loud the  issue .   2013  i s  where  we  a re ,  s i r .  22 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    You were  here  fo r  23 

the  meet ing .  24 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    S i r ,  i f  you  wou ld  le t  25 
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me  f in ish .  2 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    You ' re  3 

i n te r rup t i ng  me .  4 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    No ,  I  d idn ' t .   S i r ,  you  5 

asked me a  ques t ion .   I f  I  was  here  in  2003 ,  so  6 

what?    7 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    You d idn ' t  8 

c r i t i c ize  them,  tha t ' s  wha t  so  wha t .   You 9 

c r i t i c ize  us  fo r  hav ing  i t  i n  the  midd le  o f  the  10 

day .   They  had i t  Sa tu rday  n igh t  a t  8 :30 ;  y ou 11 

d idn ' t  say  a  word .    12 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    I t  was  an  even ing  13 

meet ing ,  s i r .  14 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     One second ,  Mr .  15 

B rew ington .  16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mr .  B rew ington  -  17 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     The reco rd  needs  18 

to  be  c la r i f i ed .  19 

 On  tha t  i ssue ,  we were  o rdered  by  Judge 20 

Spat t  to  have  i t  on  Sa tu rday  even ing  a t  8 :4 5 ,  and 21 

you remember  tha t .  22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Ho ld  on .   One 23 

m inu te .  24 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I  can  prov ide  the  25 
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reco rd .   Le t ' s  be  c lea r  on  wha t  we ' re  say in g .  2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    We ' re  no t  go ing  3 

to  - -  as  he  sa id ,  we ' re  no t  go ing  to  go  bac k  to  4 

the  pas t .   We ' re  work ing  on  th is  one .  5 

 Mr .  Brew ington  -  6 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Yes ,  ma 'am.  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Your  t ime is  up .  8 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    Ve ry  we l l .   And I  thank  9 

you.  10 

 I  have  one  fu r ther  ques t ion  s ince  tha t  11 

one wasn ' t  answered.  12 

 Can you jus t  te l l  us  - -  numbers  were  13 

g i ven ea r l ie r .   I  jus t  wan t  t o  know what ,  un der  14 

the  cu r ren t  map  what  i s  the  pe rcen tage  o f  N assau  15 

Coun ty  vo ters  tha t  a re  be ing  moved?  16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Th is  was  no t  a  17 

ca lcu la t ion  tha t  was  made du r ing  the  d rawin g  o f  18 

th is  map .  19 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    359 ,173 .  20 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    I ’m so r ry ,  Ms.  Jacobs?  21 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    359 ,173 .  22 

 MR.  BREWINGTON:    359,000?   So  30  pe rcen t  23 

o f  t he  vo ters .  24 

 Ms .  Gonsa lves ,  I  t hank  you  so  much .   I  25 
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hope  tha t  I  won ' t  see  you aga in  in  ano ther  venue ,  2 

bu t  p robab ly  we  w i l l .  3 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I t  i s  now 1 :20 .   4 

And I 'm go ing  to  take  a  ha l f  hou r  recess .  5 

 (Whereupon ,  a  recess  o f  the  Ru les  6 

Commi t tee  was  taken a t  1 :20  p .m. )  7 

 (Whereupon ,  the  Ru les  Commi t tee  was 8 

reconvened  a t  2 :10  p .m. )   9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  know tha t  Mayor  10 

Ha l l  i s  in  the  room.   Mayor  H a l l .   Mayor  Ha l l .  11 

 MAYOR HALL :    Good  a f te rnoon .  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Good  a f te rnoon ,  13 

Mayor .  14 

 MAYOR HALL :    I  want  to  thank  you fo r  15 

g i v ing  me the  oppor tun i t y  to  speak .   As  a  m ember  16 

o f  t he  temporary  red is t r i c t i ng  commi t tee ,  I 'm 17 

he re  to  p ro tes t  th is  map .  18 

 L i s ten ing  to  the  peop le  as  we  went  f rom 19 

v i l l age  in to  c i t ies ,  t o  c i t i es  to  v i l l age ,  mos t  20 

o f  - -  the  ma jor i t y  o f  the  peop le  have sa id  tha t  21 

they  do  no t  l i ke  th i s  map.   The las t  hea r in g  tha t  22 

we  had  here ,  a t  the  Leg Bu i l d ing ,  on ly  one person 23 

was in  favor  o f  th is  map ,  and  tha t  was  the  person 24 

f rom Lev i t town.   And  we heard  tha t  he  was a  25 
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repub l ican  commi t teeman.   2 

 I  a l so  hear  tha t  t he  county  i s  b roke .   I  3 

rea l i ze  tha t  by  you pass ing  th is  map  tha t  t here ' s  4 

go ing  to  be  no th ing  bu t  lawsu i ts .   So  why p u t  the  5 

coun ty  i n  the  s i tua t ion  where  they ' re  go ing  to  6 

l ose  m i l l i ons  o f  do l la rs  i n  a  lawsu i t .  7 

 I 'm he re  to  say  you ' re  tak ing  7 ,000 o f  my 8 

res idents  f rom the  V i l lage  o f  Hempstead,  f r om 9 

Nor th  Ma in  S t ree t  to  Nor th  Wash ing ton  St ree t  and  10 

pu t t ing  them in  a  d i s t r i c t  o f  Garden  C i t y ,  t o  11 

H icksv i l le ,  t o  Bethpage.   I  don ' t  even  know  12 

what 's  t he  common th read  o f  my  peop le  f rom the  13 

V i l l age  o f  Hemps tead ,  wh ich  i s  p redominant l y  14 

A f r i can  Amer i can  and  H ispan ic ,  w i l l  have  in  15 

common w i th  the  peop le  f rom Garden  C i t y ,  16 

H icksv i l le ,  and  Be thpage .   I  don ' t  unders ta nd.  17 

 You ' re  go ing  to  have  a  new d i s t r i c t ,  LD 18 

14 .   I 'm  no t  even su re  who  i s  go ing  to  be  t he  19 

l eg i s la to r .   Bu t  I  know the  l eg i s la to r  who i s  20 

go ing  to  be  the re  has  no  i dea  how the  he l l  my 21 

res idents  - -  t ha t ' s  go ing  to  need a f fo rdab le  22 

hous ing  and o the r  i ssues  tha t  we  f ind  in  mi nor i t y  23 

commun i t ies .  24 

 Wh i le  we  a re  the  mos t  popu la ted  v i l l age  25 
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in  the  s ta te ,  we  a re  used to  be ing  rep resen ted  by  2 

more  than on ly  one  - -  we ' re  go ing  to  have th ree  3 

o f f i c i a l s .   You ' re  go ing  to  d i v ide  my v i l la ge  up  4 

i n  LD 1 ,  LD 2 ,  and  LD 14 .   Kevan  and  Roger  - -  I 'm 5 

so r ry ,  Roger  Tro iano  - -  Rober t  T ro iano  i s  ou r  6 

l eg i s la to rs .   They  unders tand  ou r  d i s t r i c t .   I t  7 

makes no  sense tha t  you comb ine ou r  d i s t r i c t s  8 

tha t  i nc lude  those  o ther  communi t i es  as  I  s poke 9 

abou t .   These  commun i t ies  don ' t  have  any th i ng  in  10 

common w i th  us .   We are  s i ck  o f  be ing  d i v ide d.   I  11 

th ink  you shou ld  l i s ten  to  wha t  the  peop le  a re  12 

say ing .    13 

 I  unders tand  tha t  you ' re  the  major i t y .   14 

You ' re  te l l i ng  my good  buddy ,  Fred  B rewingt on ,  15 

tha t  he ' s  underm in ing  peop le .   But  I  t h ink  tha t  16 

you guys  a re  undermin ing  us  because you ' re  j us t  17 

go ing  th rough  the  ac t ,  and  you ' re  go ing  to  do  18 

what  you  wan t  to  do  anyway .   And  we can ' t  h ave  19 

tha t .   You 've  go t  to  l i s ten  to  wha t  the  peo p le  20 

say .   And the  peop le  say  tha t  they  do  no t  l i ke  21 

th is  map .  22 

 You had two o the r  maps  tha t  were  23 

p roposed .   I  th ink  tha t  when  we t r ied  to  ge t  t he  24 

repub l ican  s ide  to  l i s ten  to  us ,  t hey  re fus ed.   25 
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So ,  Fred  sa id  tha t  t he  DA shou ld  i nves t i ga t e  why  2 

they  d idn ' t  wan t  to  speak to  us .   I  w i l l  be  a  3 

w i tness  and a t tes t  t o  tha t .  4 

 You ' re  t ry ing  to  suppress  ou r  vo ice .   5 

S tar t  look ing  a t  t he  l aws,  l i ke  the  Vo t ing  R igh ts  6 

Ac t ,  t o  p ro tec t  us .  7 

 7 ,000 o f  my peop le  a re  be ing  taken  ou t  o f  8 

the  V i l l age  o f  Hemps tead .   I  wan t  you to  9 

recons ider  tha t .   That 's  no t  go ing  to  he lp  them.   10 

We need them to  be  i n  a  mino r i ty  communi ty .   And  11 

I  th ink  maybe  what  you  shou ld  do ,  i f  you ' re  go ing  12 

to  take  7 ,000  o f  my peop le ,  maybe you shou l d  make 13 

anothe r  mino r i t y  d is t r i c t  ins tead o f  mak ing  th is  14 

14  tha t ' s  go ing  to  i nc lude  the  V i l lage  o f  15 

Hempstead.  16 

  Can  you  p lease  l i s ten  to  wha t  the  peop le  17 

a re  te l l ing  you  today?   I  came in  he re  l a te .   Bu t  18 

I  can  guaran tee  tha t  eve rybody  tha t  spoke h ad 19 

sa id  they  do  no t  wan t  th is  map  to  go  fo rwar d .   So 20 

p lease  l i s ten  to  wha t  we  have  to  say .  21 

 That 's  a l l  I  have to  say .   Thank  you .  22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Mayor  23 

Ha l l .  24 

 The nex t  speaker  i s  Br ian  Pau l .  25 
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 MR.  PAUL:    My name is  B r ian  Pau l .   I ’m 2 

the  research  and  po l i cy  coord ina to r  fo r  Com mon 3 

Cause New York .   I  am no t  a  Nassau  res ident ,  bu t  4 

I  am an exper t  i n  red i s t r i c t i ng .   Common Ca use  5 

d rew maps,  mode l  re fo rm maps  fo r  t he  en t i re  S ta te  6 

o f  New York  fo r  Assemb ly ,  S ta te  Sena te ,  and  7 

Congress .   So  I ' d  l i ke  to  take  the  oppor tun i ty  to  8 

say  some th ings  abou t  the  p lan  p roposed her e  9 

today .  10 

 F i rs t ,  we a l ready  ta lked  abou t  the  second 11 

ve rs ion  o f  t he  coa l i t i on  p lan  be ing  present ed  12 

he re .   The  pu rpose  o f  th is  map  i s  to  p rove tha t  13 

there  is  no th ing  s topp ing  you  f rom d rawing a  fa i r  14 

map tha t  respec ts  a l l  commun i t ies ,  a l l  15 

commun i t ies  i n  the  County .   Mr .  N ico le l l o ,  I 'd  16 

l i ke  you  to  take  a  l ook .   Th i s  i s  a  p lan  th a t  17 

keeps a l l  o f  New Hyde Park  togethe r ;  t ha t ' s  18 

someth ing  you 've  been ca l l ing  fo r ,  i t ' s  r ig h t  19 

he re .  20 

 We began  w i th  the  cu r ren t  d i s t r i c t s  and 21 

we  ad jus ted  them on fa i r  c r i t e r i a  -  the  Vot ing  22 

R igh ts  Ac t ,  f o l l ow ing  town ,  v i l l age ,  and  sc hoo l  23 

d i s t r i c t  borders ,  compac tness ,  and  keep ing  a l l  24 

commun i t ies  toge ther .   Even - -  you r  p lan  is  even  25 
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t rea t i ng  some key  conserva t i ve  a reas  very  p oor ly .   2 

We 've  heard  f rom peop le  and the  press  say in g  keep 3 

Seaford  toge the r .   Th i s  i s  a  p lan  tha t  keep s  a l l  4 

o f  Sea fo rd  toge the r .   Th is  t rea ts  a l l  the  a reas  5 

o f  Nassau equa l l y .  6 

 Now,  mov ing  on .   I 'd  j us t  l i ke  to  ask  the  7 

c le rk  a  ques t ion .   Has  th i s  been  - -  we  subm i t ted  8 

th is  p lan ,  and I 'd  j us t  l i ke  to  make  sure  t ha t  9 

i t ' s  been fo rma l ly  t ime s tamped in to  the  re cord .  10 

 CLERK MULLER:    I  don ' t  know when you 11 

submi t ted  a  p lan  to  me .   Ther e  was  one  tha t  was 12 

done  a t  the  Fu l l  Leg ,  a t  t he  l as t  red i s t r i c t ing  13 

hear ing  tha t  was  submi t ted  and  c locked .   As  o f  14 

today ,  t he re ' s  been no th ing  s tamped by  me o r  my 15 

s ta f f .   I f  you  wan t  to  submi t  someth ing ,  I ' l l  16 

t ime  s tamp i t  f o r  you.  17 

 MR.  PAUL:    We ' l l  make  sure  to  work  tha t  18 

ou t .   19 

 CLERK MULLER:    Okay .   20 

 MR.  PAUL:    Mov ing  on  to  the  p lan  tha t  21 

w i l l  be  vo ted  on  today .  22 

 P res id ing  Of f i ce r ,  you  sa id  tha t  t he re  i s  23 

no  o f f i c ia l  de f i n i t i on  o f  a  ge r rymander .   T he 24 

d i c t iona ry  de f i n i t ion  o f  a  ge r rymander  i s  t o  25 
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man ipu la te  the  boundar ies  o f  e lec tora l  d is t r i c ts  2 

so  as  to  favo r  one  par ty  o r  c lass .   And th i s  p lan  3 

i s  a  tex tbook  example  o f  a  pa r t i san  ge r ryma nder .   4 

Th is  p lan  c lear l y ,  i f  you  look  a t  the  under l y ing  5 

vo te r  da ta ,  was  in ten t iona l l y  d rawn to  pack  6 

reg i s te red  democra ts  i n to  seven o f  t he  19  7 

d i s t r i c t s .   A l though  democra ts  ac tua l l y  s l i gh t ly  8 

ou tnumber  repub l icans  in  Nassau Coun ty ,  th i s  p lan  9 

wou ld  c rea te  seven  super  democra t i c  d i s t r i c t s ,  10 

where  democra ts  wou ld  ou tnumber  reg i s te red  11 

repub l icans  two  to  one .   I n  the  o the r  12  12 

d i s t r i c t s  repub l icans  wou ld  ou tnumber  democ ra ts  13 

42  percent  to  32  percent .   I ns tead  o f  n ine  14 

compet i t i ve  d is t r i c t s ,  as  ex i s ts  i n  the  cur ren t  15 

p lan  and  the  Coa l i t i on 's  p lan ,  t he  p roposed  map 16 

wou ld  on ly  have  four  compe t i t i ve  d is t r i c ts ;  I  17 

th ink  tha t ' s  a  p re t t y  good  i l l us t ra te  o f  a  18 

ge r rymander .   I t ' s  rea l l y  - -  you  know,  those  19 

numbers  don ' t  l i e .    20 

 Th is  i s  an  ou t rageous p lan  des igned to  21 

p lan  des igned  to  r ig  th i s  e lec t i on  and  s tea l  22 

democracy  in  the  county .   The  wor ld  o f  vo te rs  23 

w i l l  be  rendered  i r re levan t .   Th is  i s  no t  w hat  24 

the  founders  in tended.   E lec t i ons  shou ld  be  25 
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dec ided on  the  i ssues ,  no t  t h rough  t r i cks  l i ke  2 

ge r rymander ing .  3 

 Once  aga in ,  t he  Coa l i t ion  p lan  p roves  4 

tha t  t he re  i s  no  p rac t ica l  obs tac le  to  d raw ing  a  5 

compet i t i ve  map  tha t  t rea ts  a l l  the  communi t ies  6 

i n  the  county  equa l l y .   Th is  l eg is la tu re  is  7 

respons ib le  to  the  c i t i zens ,  and  we shou ld  no t  be  8 

dea l ing  w i th  these  po l i t i ca l  schemes .   Th is  i s  a  9 

po l i t i ca l  consp i racy .  10 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 11 

exp i red ,  s i r .  12 

 MR.  PAUL:    I 'm  jus t  c los ing  r igh t  now.  13 

 I  wou ld  jus t  l i ke  to  say  tha t  th is  14 

a t tempt  to  r i g  the  e lec t ion ,  c i t i zens  w i l l  ho ld  15 

you accoun tab le  fo r  i t .   I t ' s  c lea r  in  the  da ta .   16 

You w i l l  be  he ld  accountab le .  17 

 Thank you.  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Mr .  19 

Pau l .  20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Pres id ing  Of f i ce r  21 

Gonsa lves ,  I  jus t  wanted  to  make  sure  tha t  t he  - -  22 

the  Coa l i t ion  has  he ld  up  some maps.   I  th i nk  i t  23 

shou ld  be  no ted  as  par t  o f  t he  record  tha t  t hey  24 

have  been ho ld ing  up  maps.   I  know the i r  25 
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tes t imony w i l l  be  a  pa r t  o f  t he  reco rd .   We jus t  2 

want  to  make  su re  - -  I  don ' t  know i f  any  o f  the  3 

speakers  f rom the  Coa l i t ion  have  sa id  i t  be fore ,  4 

bu t  i t  shou ld  be  par t  o f  t he  record  tha t  th ey  5 

have  been ho ld ing  up  maps,  and  somehow tha t  6 

shou ld  be  recorded  in  ou r  tes t imony today ,  t ha t  7 

they  do  have  documen ta t i on .   I  don ' t  know i f  8 

there  is  someth ing  tha t  you can submi t  t ha t ' s  9 

smal le r  in  na tu re .   Bu t  i t  shou ld  be  a  par t  o f  10 

the  reco rd  today .  11 

 MR.  PAUL:    I 'm  be ing  to ld  i t ' s  been  12 

submi t ted .   I  d id  no t  submi t  i t  pe rsona l ly .   We 13 

w i l l  make su re  - -  14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mr .  Rosentha l  15 

d id .  16 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Okay .   Mr .  17 

Rosentha l  d id .   I  jus t  wan ted  to  make su re .  18 

 MR.  PAUL:    Eve ryone  shou ld  know tha t  the  19 

o f f i c i a l  - -  the  b lock ,  t he  ma p  exp lana t ion ,  i t  i s  20 

a l l  ava i lab le  on  our  webs i te  - -  21 

nassaun i tedred is t r i c t i ng .o rg .  22 

 Thank you.  23 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Mr .  Pau l .   Mr .  Pau l ,  24 

I 'm over  here .   Judy .  25 
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 I  jus t  wan ted  to  say  someth ing  to  the  2 

Coa l i t ion .   I  say  i t  t o  you.    3 

 My  ha t  goes  o f f  to  a l l  o f  you .   I  have  to  4 

admi t ,  I  haven ' t  rea l l y  s tud ied  your  map .   B ut  5 

tha t ' s  no t  t he  po in t .   The  po in t  i s  some da y ,  in  6 

some way ,  the  on ly  way  tha t  a l l  o f  t h i s  - -  w ha t  I  7 

see he re ,  and  I  ha te  i t ,  i s  t he  d i s t rus t ,  t he  8 

concern ,  t he  an tagon ism,  and  p i t t i ng  peop le  9 

aga ins t  each  o ther .   The  on ly  th ing  tha t ' s  go ing  10 

to  he lp  i s  t o  have  a  Coa l i t i on  fo rmed tha t  11 

p robab ly  doesn ' t  l i ve ,  i n  th i s  case,  i n  Nas sau  12 

Coun ty ,  o r  doesn ' t  l i ve  in  Su f fo lk  County ,  o r  13 

doesn ' t  l i ve  where  the  red is t r i c t i ng  i s  go i ng  on ,  14 

so  tha t  th is  cou ld  be  done  - -  I  don ' t  know w ha t  15 

you 'd  ca l l  i t  - -  w i thout  any  t ype o f  -  o f  l eav ing  16 

any  type  o f  f ee l ing  in  anyone 's  mind  tha t  i t  was  17 

done  fo r  any  reason except  fo r  t he  bes t  in  18 

gove rnment .    19 

 And I  g i ve  you c red i t .   I  don ' t  know wha t  20 

the  end w i l l  be .   I  th ink  i t ' s  g rea t  t ha t  y ou 21 

peop le  go t  t oge the r  and presen ted  someth ing  tha t  22 

you worked  on ,  and  I  assume fo r  the  r i gh t  23 

reasons.  24 

 MR.  PAUL:    Thank you.   I t ' s  no t  on l y  25 
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impor tan t  to  ta l k  abou t  an  i ndependent  body  w i th  2 

the  pen in  the  hand,  I  t h ink  ano ther  way  to  3 

re fo rm red is t r i c t i ng  i s  to  pu t  our  c r i te r ia  in to  4 

your  Char te r  fo r  nex t  t ime  so  th is  does  no t  5 

happen  aga in  in  ten  years .  6 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Tha t ' s  an  i dea.   7 

Maybe tha t ' s  someth ing  we cou ld  a l l  ta lk  ab out .  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Mr .  9 

Pau l .  10 

 Next  speaker  i s  Cynth ia  Kora l .  11 

 MS.  KORAL:    Good a f te rnoon.  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Good  a f te rnoon .  13 

 MS.  KORAL:    My  name i s  Cynth ia  Kora l .   I  14 

am the  Long I s land  Reg iona l  Coord ina to r  fo r  New 15 

York  Democra t ic  Lawyers  Counc i l ,  and  I  am a l so  16 

the  New York  Sta te  Nat iona l  Commi t teewoman to  the  17 

DNC's  Na t iona l  Lawyers  Counc i l .  18 

 Our  miss ion  s ta temen t  i s  t ha t  anyone  who  19 

i s  e l i g ib le  to  vo te  and w ishes  to  vo te  shou ld  be  20 

ab le  to  vo te  and  have the i r  vo ted  coun ted 21 

accu ra te ly .   I t  i s  t ha t  las t  c r i te r i a  tha t  b r i ngs  22 

the  issue o f  red is t r i c t i ng  i n to  ou r  pu rv iew .  23 

 Today,  co inc iden ta l l y ,  and  I  was  reminded 24 

o f  t h i s  by  a  co l league  in  th i s  room,  i s  the  201s t  25 
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ann ive rsary  o f  t he  day  tha t  E l r i dge Ger ry  f i rs t  2 

d rew a  map  fo r  t he  Massachuse t ts  S ta te  Sena te  3 

tha t  i nc luded  a  d i s t r i c t  so  man ipu la ted  i t  l ooked 4 

l i ke  a  sa lamander .   I t  i s  the  mash  up o f  Ge r ry 's  5 

name,  w i th  the  sa lamander  tha t  g ives  us  the  te rm 6 

ge r rymander ing .  7 

 Ms .  Gonsa lves ,  you  sa id  tha t  t he  nex t  8 

even t  in  th i s  p rocess  w i l l  be  a  vo te  on  Feb rua ry  9 

25 ,  and I 'm a  l i t t le  con fused  by  tha t  and p e rhaps 10 

you can en l i gh ten  me .  11 

 Today ' s  meet ing  is  a  mee t ing  o f  the  Ru les  12 

Commi t tee ,  no t  t he  en t i re  leg i s la tu re .   Am I  13 

co r rec t?  14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    We have a  hear ing  15 

on  the  25 th  o f  February .   The re  w i l l  be  ano the r  16 

hear ing .  17 

 MS.  KORAL:    So  the  hear ing  tha t  w i l l  18 

happen  on the  25 th  i s  a  common per iod?  19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Pa rdon?  Yes .   I t  20 

w i l l  be  a  common per iod .  21 

 MS.  KORAL:    I s  the  common pe r iod  22 

requ i red  by  Sec t ion  152 o f  t he  Char te r?  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Yes .  24 

 MS.  KORAL:    A l l  r igh t .   Then  I 'm s t i l l  25 
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confused .   Because  Sec t ion  105(1 )  o f  t he  Ch ar te r  2 

requ i res  tha t  t he  f i na l  fo rm o f  the  loca l  l aw to  3 

be  vo ted  on  has  to  be  pub l ished to  the  c le r k  4 

seven days  be fo re  and pub l ished in  the  news paper  5 

four  days  be fore .   I f  you  have  a l ready  pu t  i t  in  6 

i t s  f i na l  fo rm a  week be fo re  the  25 th ,  t hen  the  7 

pub l ic  comment  per iod  o f  t he  25 th  is  mean in g less  8 

and wou ld  essen t ia l l y  be  vo id .   So  I 'm  very  9 

confused  abou t  the  p rocess  and  whe ther  o r  n o t  the  10 

p rocess  you a re  engag ing  i n  w i l l  even confo rm to  11 

the  Char te r .   And i t  may  be  tha t  you r  law w i l l  be  12 

over tu rned  fo r  t ha t  reason  a lone ,  as ide  f ro m a l l  13 

o f  t he  reasons tha t  have  been  expressed by  o ther  14 

peop le .  15 

 Thank you.  16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    L i sa  O ldendor f .  17 

 MS.  OLDENDORF:     My  name is  L isa  18 

O ldendor f .   I  l i ve  i n  Massapequa .   I  rep res ent  19 

the  Long  I s land  Counc i l  o f  Mo veon.Org .   We a re  20 

ex t remely  concerned abou t  fa i r  rep resenta t i on  on  21 

a l l  leve ls ,  f rom loca l  t o  the  s ta te  to  fede ra l  22 

l eve ls .  23 

 The or ig ina l  GOP map  moved  ove r  600,000 24 

vo te rs  ou t  o f  t he i r  o r ig ina l  d is t r i c ts .   Th e  25 
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o r ig ina l  map ,  the  2003  map  tha t ' s  cu r ren t ly  in  2 

use ,  i s  p re t t y  c lose  to  what  the  tempora ry  3 

democra t ic  commiss ion  came up  w i th .   Tha t  m ap 4 

moved on ly  20 ,000 vo te rs .   The  Un i ted  Coa l i t ion  5 

map,  I 'm  not  su re  how many  vo ters  were  move d  fo r  6 

tha t ,  bu t  i t ' s  s im i la r  t o  the  democra t ic  ma p ,  7 

except  tha t  they  wen t  more  by  schoo l  d is t r i c ts ,  8 

they  c lose ly  fo l lowed schoo l  d is t r i c t  l i nes .  9 

 I  jus t  l ea rned ton igh t  t ha t  your  cur ren t  10 

map,  wh ich  was on ly  made  known to  us  Wednes day  11 

n igh t ,  you  sa id  now tha t  moves  359 ,000  vo te rs .   12 

I s  tha t  co r rec t?   Okay .   So I  guess  my  ques t ion  13 

i s ,  i f  peop le  were  fa i r l y  happy abou t  the  c u r ren t  14 

map and D is t r i c t s ,  1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  and 5  were  15 

overpopu la ted ,  wou ldn ' t  i t  make sense to  mo ve as  16 

few peop le  as  poss ib le  i f  peop le  were  cu r re n t l y  17 

p re t ty  happy  w i th  the  way th ings  were?  18 

 Fu r the rmore ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  know i f  you  19 

w i l l  be  cons ide r ing  the  temporary  commiss io n  20 

democra t ic  map a t  a l l  o r  w i l l  you  be  cons id e r ing  21 

the  Coa l i t ion  map tha t  was  p resented  here  22 

ton igh t?  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    R igh t  now we  a re  24 

cons ider ing  th i s  map ,  and th i s  i s  the  i t em on the  25 
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f l oo r  a t  p resen t  t ime.   And the  tes t imony h e re  2 

today  w i l l  be  taken under  adv i sement ,  and w e  w i l l  3 

move  fo rward  accord ing ly .  4 

 MS.  OLDENDORF:    Wha t  abou t  the  5 

democra t ic  map,  w i l l  you  be  l ook ing  a t  t ha t  a t  6 

a l l  in  t he  fu tu re?  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    On  th e  25 th  o f  8 

Februa ry ,  th i s  i s  the  map tha t  we w i l l  be  h av ing  9 

anothe r  hear ing  on .  10 

 MS.  OLDENDORF:    Okay .   I  be l i eve  I  speak  11 

fo r  ou r  counse l  o f  Moveon.Org  tha t  we abso l u te ly  12 

oppose  th i s  map .  13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Emi l y  Moore .  14 

 FEMALE VOICE:    She had to  le ave .   15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Okay .   Thank  you  16 

ve ry  much.  17 

 Scot t i  Goods .   I s  i t  Coades?   I ’m so r ry .  18 

 MS.  COADES:    Good  a f te rnoon .  19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Good  a f te rnoon ,  20 

Scot t i e .  21 

 MS.  COADES:    The name i s  Sco t t i  Coades,  22 

and I  am c iv i c  engagement  cha i r  fo r  New York  23 

S ta te  NAACP.  24 

 I  s tand be fo re  you  today  - -  I  don ’ t  have  25 
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a  prepared  s ta tement .   I ' ve  done  th i s  maybe  f i ve  2 

o r  s ix  t imes  a l ready ,  and i t ' s  t he  same,  sa me 3 

message;  you ' re  pay ing  no  a t ten t ion  to  what  4 

anyone  had  to  say  over  the  va r ious  t imes ,  f rom 5 

two years  ago.   I t ' s  a  d isgra ce.   And I  agre e 6 

w i th  Mr .  B rew ing ton ,  i t  ac tua l l y  i s  c r im ina l  7 

because there  i s  a  federa l  l aw  ca l led  the  V o t ing  8 

R igh ts  Ac t  o f  1965 .   I  mus t  ask  you,  a l l  o f  you ,  9 

bu t  I  d i rec t  th i s  ques t i on  to  you,  Ms.  Gons a lves ,  10 

what  does  the  Vo t ing  R igh ts  A c t  mean  to  you?   11 

Does  i t  ho ld  any  mean ing  fo r  you?  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  th ink  i t  ho lds  13 

a  grea t  dea l  o f  mean ing  to  me ,  as  i t  does  t o  the  14 

res t  o f  th is  body .   And tha t ' s  t he  on ly  ans wer  15 

you ' re  go ing  to  ge t .  16 

 MS.  COADES:    That 's  f ine .   I 'm go ing  to  17 

remind  you  and the  aud ience he re  tha t  in  19 65 i t  18 

was s igned  and i t  i s  a  federa l  l aw ,  and tha t ' s  19 

why i t ' s  c r im ina l  when  you  t r y  to  d i senf ran ch ise  20 

m ino r i t i es  ou t  o f  vo tes  a t  t he  po l l s .   And when 21 

you t r y  to  take  us  i n to  a reas  where  we  do n o t  22 

have  common in te res ts  and - -  I  canno t  unders tand ,  23 

you be ing  a  m ino r i ty ,  don ' t  unders tand  what  i t  24 

means.   I f  you  d id  you  wou ld  have answered the  25 
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ques t ion .  2 

 The NAACP is  th i s  year  ce leb ra t i ng  104  3 

years  in  ex i s tence .   We are  no t  go ing  to  ro l l  4 

over ,  p lay  dead ,  o r  be  dead.   We ' re  no t .   We ' re  5 

go ing  to  do  wha t  we have  to  do  to  make  sure  tha t  6 

we  get  t he  p roper  represen ta t i on  fo r  our  pe op le .   7 

Un fo r tunate l y  you don ' t  unders tand  wha t  the  8 

Vo t ing  R igh ts  Ac t  means,  bu t  you  benef i t  f r om i t  9 

too .  10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  beg  your  11 

pa rdon .   I 'm  no t  here  to  - -  12 

 MS.  COADES:    I  be l i eve  you go t  e lec ted  13 

i n  you r  o f f i ce ,  even  though i t ' s  no t  about  par ty  14 

- -  15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Excuse  me.  16 

 MS.  COADES:    I  cou ldn ' t  care  less  about  17 

the  pa r t ies .  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Excuse  me.  19 

 MS.  COADES:    I  have  some t ime  g iven  to  20 

me  - -  21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    No ,  you asked me 22 

abou t  the  Vo t ing  R igh ts  Ac t  o f  1965 - -  23 

 MS.  COADES:    What  does  i t  mean to  you?  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I t  means  to  me  25 
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tha t  t he re  i s  equa l  represen ta t i on  under  th e  l aw ,  2 

and one,  person ,  one  vo te  is  impera t ive .  3 

 MS.  COADES:   Why  i s  i t  no t  be ing  4 

p rac t i ced  in  Nassau Coun ty?  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  th ink  we 've  6 

done  i t  fo r  a  number  o f  years ,  and  tha t ' s  w hy the  7 

l eg i s la tu re  as  fo rmed in  1994 .  8 

 MS.  COADES:    I 'm he re  to  te l l  you  we ' re  9 

go ing  to  f igh t  you  a l l  t he  way .   We ' re  no t  t ak ing  10 

th is  s i t t i ng  down.   We ' re  in  the  p rocess  o f  11 

educat ing  ou r  commun i t y  to  unders tand a l l  o f  wha t  12 

they  need to  know abou t  red i s t r i c t ing ,  13 

ge r rymander ing ,  c rack ing ,  pack ing ,  a l l  o f  w hat  14 

you d id .  15 

 CLERK MULLER:    Ms .  Coades ,  your  th ree  16 

m inu tes  have  exp i red .  17 

 MS.  COADES:    I  was  g i ven t ime  by  Doug las  18 

Mayers ,  another  member  o f  the  NAACP.   He  ha d  to  19 

l eave.   So  can I  have h i s  t ime?  20 

 I  spoke more  than I  in tended  to .   I  21 

d idn ' t  i n tend  to  ask  you  ques t ions .   The re ' s  one  22 

th ing  to  say ,  t he  same th ing  ove r ,  and  over ,  and  23 

over .  24 

 You ' re  hav ing  a  hear ing  a  vo te  on  the  25 
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same day .   Th is  was sa id  a l ready ,  was asked  2 

a l ready ,  bu t  I  need to  hea r  i t  aga in .   On t he  3 

25 th ,  p lease  te l l  me  how can  you  cons ide r  t he  4 

comment  o f  pub l i c ,  t he  pub l i c  comments  the  same 5 

day  - -  I ' l l  wa i t  un t i l  you r  wh ispe r ing  s top s  - -  6 

the  same day  as  the  vo te .   Can  you  vo te  a  7 

d i f f e ren t  day?  Can we  vo te  a  d i f f e ren t  day ?   Why 8 

wou ld  you schedu le  the  vo te  the  hear ing  the  same 9 

day ,  on  the  25 th?   I f  you  are  so  concerned about  10 

pub l ic  comment ,  pub l ic  hea r ing ,  and ca re  ab out  11 

what  the  pub l ic  th inks ,  you then  wou ld  use the  12 

seven days  tha t  the  law says  you  mus t  have and  13 

must  g ive  be fore  you  make a  vo te .   Why  wou l d  you  14 

do  i t  on  the  same day?  15 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    We a re  fo l low ing  16 

the  same p rocedure  tha t  was fo l l owed  ten  ye a rs  17 

ago,  number  one .  18 

 MS.  COADES:    We ' re  no t  in  ten  yea rs ,  19 

we ' re  in  2013 .  20 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Number  two ,  we  21 

have  a  March  5  dead l ine .    22 

 Number  th ree ,  i f  we hear  any th ing  in  the  23 

tes t imony on  the  25 th ,  we are  pe rm i t ted  to  recess  24 

the  hear ing  i f  we so  choose.  25 
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 MS.  COADES:    Le t  me  remind you tha t  we 2 

a re  in  2013.  3 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Yes ,  we are .  4 

 MS.  COADES:    2006  the  Vot ing  R igh ts  Ac t  5 

was reau thor i zed ,  and i t  was  the  conserva t i ves  6 

tha t  t r i ed  to  s top  i t .   I t  d i dn ' t  s top .   The  7 

NAACP mobi l i zed  peop le .   We had more  than 2 ,000 8 

to  march  in  Wash ing ton ,  D.C.   S ince  you cou ld  no t  9 

do  tha t ,  you  cou ld  no t  s top  tha t .   You  have  found 10 

ways  to  c i rcumvent  our  ex i s tence ,  ou r  vo t in g ,  and 11 

you cou ld  no t  ca re  l ess  abou t  what 's  go ing  t o  12 

happen  to  the  m ino r i t i es ,  and  no t  jus t  13 

m ino r i t i es .   Communi ty  peop le  are  be ing  cho pped 14 

and d i ced l i ke  you  wou ldn ' t  be l i eve .  15 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  s ix  m inu tes  have 16 

exp i red ,  Ms.  Coades.  17 

 MS.  COADES:    Who e l se  wan ts  to  g i ve  me 18 

th ree  more  m inu tes?  19 

 There ' s  an  a rea  in  F reepor t  t ha t  - -  I  20 

th ink  i t ' s  F reepor t  no r theas t ,  t ha t  you cu t  ou t  21 

comp le te ly  f rom where  i t  was .   Wha t  was the  22 

pu rpose o f  t ha t?   Make  sure  you ' re  keep ing  a  23 

reco rd  tha t  you  don ' t  answer  ques t ions ,  e i t her .  24 

 Thank you ve ry  much.  25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    The nex t  speaker  2 

i s  Dan ie l  Lampar te r .   I s  t ha t  co r rec t?  3 

 MR.  LAMPARTER:    Yes .  4 

 MS.  COADES:    Cec i le  Ward  jus t  gave me  5 

th ree  minu tes .   Do  you  p lan  to  answer  the  6 

no r theas t  ques t i on  about  F reepor t?  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  d id n ' t  see  8 

anyone  g ive  you  add i t i ona l  m inu tes .  9 

 The name,  p lease .  10 

 MS.  WARD:    Cec i le  Ward .  11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    D id  you pu t  a  12 

s l ip  i n?  13 

 MS.  WARD:    Yes ,  I  d id .  14 

 MS.  COADES:    You don ' t  be l i eve  he r ,  huh?  15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    That ' s  no t  t he  16 

ques t ion .   I 'm look ing  to  see  i f  she  has  a  s l i p .   17 

And i f  she  does  - -  I  have i t ,  thank  you.   An d you 18 

y ie lded i t  t o  Ms .  Coades .  19 

 MS.  COADES:    I  asked a  ques t ion  about  20 

no r theas t  Freepor t .   Why  was  i t  chopped out  o f  21 

the  d i s t r i c t  tha t  i t  was  i n  and pu t  in  th is  - -  I  22 

don ' t  even  know what  to  ca l l  t h i s  map.   I  k now a  23 

p rev ious  l eg i s la to r  - -  p rev ious  e lec ted  o f f i c i a l  24 

came before  th i s  body ,  be fore  the  fu l l  body  a t  25 
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the  las t  mee t ing  and  sa id  tha t  you r  map jus t  2 

needed  red  and b lue  l i nes ,  i t  d idn ' t  need 3 

any th ing  e lse ,  and  tha t  i s  th e  t ru th .   So wh y was 4 

F reepor t  nor theas t  chopped  ou t  o f  the  d i s t r i c t?   5 

Fo r  what  reason?  6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Excuse  me.   I  7 

cannot  and  w i l l  no t  answer  ques t ions  as  to  why  a  8 

l i ne  i s  d rawn  in  a  par t i cu la r  p lace ,  o ther  than 9 

to  say  tha t  our  ob l i ga t i on  is  to  ensure  the  10 

cons t i tu t i ona l  vo t ing  r i gh ts  o f  the  peop le  o f  11 

Nassau  County .   Where  a  spec i f i c  l ine  is  d r awn  i s  12 

a  po l i cy  cho ice ;  some peop le  may  agree  w i th  tha t  13 

cho ice ,  o the rs  may  no t .  14 

 MS.  COADES:    We ' l l  see  you a t  t he  po l l s .  15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you ve ry  16 

much .  17 

 MS.  COADES:    Thank you.  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Dan ie l .  19 

 MR.  LAMPARTER:    Good a f te rnoon.   Bo r i s  20 

Yagad ive  (phone t ic )  wou ld  l i ke  to  y ie ld  h is  t ime  21 

to  me i f  t ha t ' s  okay  w i th  you .  22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Pa rdon  me?  23 

 MR.  LAMPARTER:    Bor is  Yagad i ve  24 

(phone t i c )  wou ld  l i ke  to  y ie ld  h is  t ime to  me,  as  25 
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we l l .  2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Su re .  3 

 MR.  LAMPARTER:    Thank  you .  4 

 I  have  been asked to  read th i s  l e t te r  5 

i n to  the  reco rd ,  and  i t ' s  d i rec ted  to  Mr .  K ope l .  6 

 Dear  Mr .  Kope l  -  As  concerned  commun i t y  7 

ac t i v i s t s  in  the  F ive  Towns Jewish  communi t y ,  we  8 

a re  wr i t ing  to  convey  ou r  concerns  regard in g  the  9 

p roposed  leg i s la t i ve  boundary  changes due t o  be  10 

cons idered  by  the  Nassau  Coun ty  Leg is la tu re .  11 

 As  I 'm  sure  you  w i l l  r eca l l ,  j us t  12 

recent ly  a  ve ry  s imi la r  map w as proposed  and  you  13 

were  the  dec id ing  vo te  i n  favo r  o f  i t s  adop t ion .   14 

Had i t  no t  been  fo r  the  Appe l l a te  D iv i s ion ' s  15 

dec i s ion  i n  a  l awsu i t  cha l leng ing  the  adopt ed 16 

map,  the  F ive  Town communi ty  wou ld  have bee n  17 

inc luded  in  var ious  d i f f e ren t  d i s t r i c t s ,  the reby  18 

e l im ina t ing  our  cohes ive  vo t i ng  b lock .  19 

 Once  aga in ,  a  map has  been  p roposed tha t  20 

wou ld  d i v ide  the  communi ty  i n to  mu l t ip le  21 

l eg i s la t i ve  d is t r i c t s .   As  you  we l l  know,  t hese 22 

l i nes ,  i f  adopted ,  w i l l  rema in  i n  p lace  fo r  a  23 

decade  and  wou ld  have a  pro found  e f fec t  on  o ur  24 

commun i t y ' s  vo i ce  in  M ineo la  un t i l  2022.   T he 25 
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p roposa l  t o  seve r  po r t ions  o f  Cedarhurs t  an d  2 

Woodmere  f rom the  7 th  Leg is la t i ve  D is t r i c t  i s  3 

there fore  ve ry  t roub l i ng .   4 

 Wh i le  we  may  l i ve  in  d i f fe ren t  v i l lages  5 

o r  un incorpo ra ted  areas ,  t he  Or thodox Jewish  6 

commun i t y  o f  the  F ive  Towns i s  un i ted  on  ma ny 7 

i ssues  o f  loca l  and na t iona l  impor tance,  wh e ther  8 

they  a re  re l i g ious  o r  no t .   By  na ture  o f  ou r  9 

homogene i t y ,  ou r  communi ty  a l so  represen ts  a  10 

va r ie t y  o f  un ique needs to  ou r  e lec ted  o f f i c ia ls  11 

and loca l  gove rnment .    12 

 Whethe r  one l i ves  in  Lawrence ,  Hew le t t ,  13 

o r  i n  be tween ,  the  F ive  Towns  commun i t y  sha res  a  14 

common loca l  rabb in i ca l  board  and a  un i ted  soc ia l  15 

and cu l tu ra l  ident i t y .   I t  i s  no t  su rp r i se  tha t  16 

i n  the  a f te rmath  o f  Hur r icane  Sandy the  com mun i t y  17 

banded  together ,  and  th rough  communi ty -based  18 

o rgan iza t i on ,  such  as  Ach ieze r  and  o thers ,  were  19 

ab le  to  ass i s t  t hose  res iden ts  i n  need  and,  in  20 

pa r t i cu la r ,  add ress  ou r  commun i t y ' s  spec i f i c  21 

cha l lenges ,  i n te res ts ,  and  i ssues .  22 

 By  d iv id ing  the  commun i t y  ac ross  an  23 

a rb i t ra ry  l i ne ,  the  proposed changes  wou ld  c rea te  24 

d i v i s ion  w i th in  the  commun i t y  as  i t  in te rac ts  25 
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w i th  i t s  e lec ted  o f f i c ia ls .   I t  wou ld  be  mo s t  2 

un fo r tunate  fo r  the  en t i re  F i ve  Towns commu n i t y  3 

i f  you r  ac t i ons ,  t ogethe r  w i th  the  l eg is la t u re ,  4 

wou ld  d i lu te  ou r  communi ty 's  e lec tora l  s t re ngth .   5 

 We co l lec t i ve ly  u rge  you  to  show 6 

sens i t i v i t y  t o  the  needs  o f  your  communi ty  and  7 

ensu re  tha t  t he  necessary  changes are  made to  the  8 

red i s t r i c t ing  p lace  be fo re  i t  i s  passed by  the  9 

Nassau  County  Leg is la tu re  in  the  nex t  few w eeks ,  10 

so  tha t  Cedarhu rs t ,  Woodmere ,  Lawrence  w i l l  11 

rema in  i n  the  7 th  Leg is la t i ve  D is t r i c t ,  tog e ther  12 

w i th  the  res t  o f  t he  F ive  Towns.  13 

 Ve ry  t ru ly  yours ,  Toba l  P laugh t  14 

(phone t i c ) ,  Dan ie l  P laught  (phonet ic ) ,  A lo l f  15 

Fe l th imer  (phone t i c ) ,  M i ra  K r ing le  (phonet i c ) ,  16 

I s rae l  Washer  (phone t i c ) ,  Je f f rey  Le ib  17 

(phone t i c ) ,  and  Chumi  D iamond  (phone t i c ) .  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  19 

Dan ie l .  20 

 MR.  LAMPARTER:    I  have two more  21 

ques t ions .   Th i s  ques t ion ' s  fo r  Leg is la to r  Ford .   22 

I  know she 's  no t  here  bu t  I  j us t  wan ted th i s  i n  23 

the  reco rd .   In  2011  you  vo ted  aga ins t  t he  24 

p rev ious  red i s t r i c t i ng  p lan .   In  you r  consc ience ,  25 
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can you hones t l y  vo te  fo r  a  map tha t  2 

d i senf ranch ises  mino r i ty  vo te rs  and breaks  up  3 

commun i t ies  o f  i n te res t?  4 

 And my  las t  ques t i on  i s  how can you c la im 5 

to  be  cons ide r ing  what  the  pub l i c  wants  i f  you  6 

a re  schedu l i ng  the  vo te  fo r  immedia te l y  a f t e r  the  7 

pub l ic  speaks  on  February  25?   You  have p le n ty  o f  8 

t ime  fo r  a  work  sess ion ,  p len ty  o f  t ime fo r  9 

mu l t ip le  mee t ings .   So  why  i s  the  vo te  happ en ing  10 

then?  You  have  un t i l  March  5 ;  t ha t ' s  the  11 

dead l i ne ,  co r rec t?   Is  t ha t  co r rec t ,  Mrs .  12 

Gonsa lves?  13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Cor rec t .  14 

 MR.  LAMPARTER:    March  5 .   Why  i s  there  15 

no t  a  work  sess ion  i n  be tween?   Why can ' t  t he  16 

l eg i s la to rs  d iscuss  th is  map  in  a  work  sess i on?  17 

 Thank you.  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Dan ie l ,  he l l o .   19 

Dan ie l ,  wou ld  you submi t  a  copy  o f  you r  20 

s ta temen t?  21 

 MR.  LAMPARTER:    Yes .   I  w i l l .   Yes .   22 

Thank you.  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    You ' re  we lcome.  24 

 Our  nex t  speaker  i s  Ar ie l  F la jn i k .   I s  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  176  Rules Committee – 2 - 11- 13 

tha t  cor rec t?   P ronounce  your  name cor rec t l y  f o r  2 

me ,  p lease .  3 

 MS.  FLAJNIK:     I t ' s  F la jn ik .  4 

 I  wasn ' t  hop ing  to  speak  today ,  bu t  I 'm 5 

speak ing  on  beha l f  o f  the  Grea te r  Un ionda le  Area  6 

Ac t i on  Coa l i t ion  and  Hofs t ra  Cen te r  fo r  C iv i c  7 

Engagement .  8 

 The Grea t  Un ionda le  Area  Ac t i on  Coa l i t ion  9 

has  been  campaign ing  aga ins t  t he  imp lementa t ion  10 

o f  Eas t  Garden C i t y  fo r  abou t  a  year  now.   They  11 

ac tua l l y  - -  they  had  a  campai gn  las t  yea r  du r ing  12 

wh ich  the  s igns  fo r  Eas t  Garden C i ty  were  13 

removed.    14 

 I  don ' t  fee l  as  educated  abou t  the  i ssue  15 

to  speak  on  i t  t oo  much.   But  my  ques t ion  to  you  16 

i s  when was Eas t  Garden C i ty  - -  when  d id  th i s  17 

en t i t y  come in to  ex i s tence  and  why ,  f i rs t  o f  a l l ?  18 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     How a re  you,  19 

A r ie l?  20 

 MS.  FLAJNIK:    I 'm  good.   How are  you?  21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I  cou ld  p robab ly  22 

ta lk  to  tha t  i ssue  a  l i t t l e  b i t  more .  23 

 Th is  has  been  someth ing  tha t ' s  been 24 

ongo ing  fo r  qu i te  some t ime.   The East  Gard en 25 
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C i ty  name has  been  f i l te r i ng  down f rom,  wha t  I  2 

ca l l  Wes tbury  and Un ionda le .   Bu t  i t ' s  been  3 

f i l t e r ing  down th rough  the  Nassau Co l i seum a nd  4 

the  HUB,  as  we l l  as  down  to  the  RexCorp  bu i l d ing .   5 

I  t ru l y  be l i eve  based on  the  research  tha t  I  have 6 

done  as  we l l  as  the  research  tha t  many  have  done ,  7 

there  is  no  s ign i f i cance  to  the  name o f  Eas t  8 

Garden  C i t y  o the r  than  i t ' s  be ing  p lo t ted ,  I  9 

t ru l y  be l i eve ,  by  those tha t  e i t he r  res ide  the re  10 

o r  t hose  tha t  have  bus inesses  there  tha t  do  no t  11 

want  to  be  assoc ia ted  w i th  Un ionda le  o r  Wes tbu ry .   12 

That 's  t he  on ly  connec t ion  tha t  I  can  see.  13 

 Bu t  i t  has  f i l t e red  in to  the  po in t  where  14 

i f  you  l ook  a t  a  map  f rom a  Ye l l ow  Book,  fo r  15 

example ,  t ha t  map re f l ec ts  Eas t  Garden  C i ty  16 

because the  bus inesses  and  the  en t i t ies  in  tha t  17 

a rea  a re  ca l l ing  themse lves  East  Garden C i t y .   18 

Bu t  Eas t  Garden  C i ty  doesn ' t  have a  z ip  cod e .   I f  19 

you ta lk  to  the  fo lks  tha t  so -ca l l ed  l i ve  i n  Eas t  20 

Garden  C i t y ,  tha t  l i ve  a t  the  Archs tone as  we l l  21 

as  Meadowbrook  Po in t ,  they  a l l  car ry  z ip  co des  o f  22 

11590,  wh ich  is  Westbu ry .   So  f rom tha t  23 

s tandpo in t ,  I  t r u l y  be l i eve  i t ' s  some type o f  24 

p loy  tha t  some a re  us ing  to  maybe dr ive  25 
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bus inesses  as  we l l  as  rea l  es ta te  in  tha t  a r ea ,  2 

and tha t ' s  where  i t ' s  coming  f rom.    3 

 Bu t  based on ,  I  be l i eve ,  t he  Town o f  4 

Hempstead,  and I ' l l  g i ve  them cred i t ,  they  sen t  a  5 

p re t ty  s t rong  message when  GUAC,  as  you men t ioned 6 

be fo re ,  the  Grea te r  Un ionda le  Assoc ia t ion ,  when 7 

they  sen t  a  p re t ty  s t rong message in  tak ing  down  8 

those s igns .   I  th ink  tha t  rea l l y  re igned w e l l  9 

tha t  t ha t  a rea ' s  go ing  to  be  recogn ized as  10 

Un ionda le .  11 

 Un ionda le ,  as  most  peop le  may  or  may  no t  12 

know -  and  I  know we ' re  ge t t i ng  o f f  o f  t he  top ic  13 

o f  t a l k ing  abou t  red is t r i c t in g .   But  Un ionda le  14 

goes  a l l  t he  way  up  - -  i f  you  know the  MTA -  I 'm  15 

so r ry  - -  t he  NICE bus  fac i l i t y  t owards  the  back  16 

end,  Un ionda le  comes  a l l  t he  way  up  to  ther e ,  17 

a lmost  p rac t i ca l l y  t o  S tewar t  Avenue .   Par t s  o f  18 

the  Co l l ege res ide  techn ica l l y  i n  Un ionda le .   The 19 

Museum,  the  Crad le  o f  Av ia t i on ,  the  Ch i l d re n 's  20 

Museum,  tha t ' s  a l l  Un ionda le ,  and fo r  some reason 21 

i t ' s  be ing  sh i f t ed  i n to  becoming  Eas t  Garde n  22 

C i ty .   The  fo lks  the re ,  I  know,  I  spoke to  many 23 

o f  t he  fo l ks  in  Un ionda le  and  a  lo t  o f  t hem  are  24 

rag ing  mad  because  they  fee l  t ha t  the i r  comm un i t y  25 
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i s  be ing  taken away f rom them,  and  I  agree w i th  2 

them.   And  we ' re  go ing  to  con t inue  to  f i gh t  tha t  3 

because I  th ink  we  need to  see  these  cor rec t ions .  4 

 Th is  map  today  - -  I ' l l  t ake  i t  as  no  i l l  5 

w i l l  by  my  co l l eagues to  the  r igh t .   Bu t  th i s  map 6 

today  re f l ec ts  Eas t  Garden  C i t y .   Aga in  and  7 

aga in ,  even though  I  don ' t  be l ieve  i t  was  d one  8 

i n ten t iona l l y ,  aga in  and  aga in  i t  pe rpetua t es  a  9 

l i e  tha t  t h i s  a rea  shou ld  be  ca l led  tha t .   So  I  10 

th ink  f rom tha t  s tandpo in t  - -  I  don ' t  know o f  the  11 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r  wou ld  ag ree ,  bu t  I  t h ink  as  12 

pa r t  o f  the  reco rd  we shou ld  bas ica l l y  ca l l  th is  13 

a rea  wha t  i t  i s ,  wh ich  i s  Wes tbu ry ,  as  we l l  as ,  14 

some par ts  ad jacen t ,  Un ionda le .   15 

 MS.  FLAJNIK:    And  my o the r  ques t i on  - -  I  16 

mean ,  GUAC be l i eves  tha t  t h i s  i s  a  p lo t  to  17 

essent ia l l y  gender fy  the  a rea ,  bu t  t ha t ' s  b es ide  18 

the  po in t .   The  ques t ion  i s  i f  t h i s  i s  d r iv en  by  19 

bus iness  owners  and peop le  l i v ing  in  the  ar ea ,  20 

how d id  i t  ge t  on to  a  red i s t r i c t ing  map sub mi t ted  21 

by  the  l eg is la tu re?   I s  tha t  be ing  d r i ven  b y  22 

these bus iness  owners  as  we l l ?   I f  i t ' s  no t  a  23 

l ega l  en t i t y .    24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I ' ve  been to ld  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  180  Rules Committee – 2 - 11- 13 

jus t  now tha t  t he  fede ra l  gove rnment  has  de s igned 2 

th is  as  a  census  des igna ted  d i s t r i c t .  3 

 MS.  FLAJNIK:    Okay .  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    That ' s  wha t  my  5 

counse l  has  j us t  sa id .  6 

 MS.  FLAJNIK:    Okay .   Thank you.  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    You ' re  we lcome.  8 

 Next  speaker  i s  Scot t i  -  I  can ' t  see  the  9 

l as t  name.   Th is  i s  Scot t i  -  S -O-A-D-E-S .  10 

 MS.  COADES:    I ' l l  speak  aga in ,  i f  you 'd  11 

l i ke .  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    No ,  no .   Tha t ' s  13 

okay .   Thank  you .   Tha t ' s  okay .   Thank  you.  14 

 Lawrence  - -  now,  Lawrence,  I  w i l l  no t  15 

da re  say  you r  l as t  name because I  know i t ' s  ve ry  16 

impor tan t  to  you  tha t  i t  be  p ronounced  cor r ec ted .   17 

Lawrence  f rom E lm St ree t  i n  West  Hemps tead.   Do 18 

we  have a  Lawrence  here?  19 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   20 

 The nex t  speaker  i s  Ange la  Mar t i n .  21 

 MS.  MARTIN:    I  gave  my t ime  to  Fred  22 

B rew ington  a l ready .  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you ve ry  24 

much .  25 
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 I  have  Br ian  - -  and I  be l i eve  i t ' s  Y -O-N-2 

S .   I s  t ha t  cor rec t?   Br ian  f rom Fu l ton  St r ee t  i n  3 

Westbu ry .  4 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   5 

 The las t  speaker  i s  Jason Sta r r .    6 

 VOICE:    He had  to  l eave .  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    He  had  to  leave.  8 

 Now,  I  have to ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  commend a l l  9 

o f  you  who  have  rema ined  fo r  t he  res t  o f  th e  10 

pub l ic  comment  sess ion ,  and you probab ly  w i l l  11 

rema in  to  l i s ten  to  the  ques t ion ing  o f  Mr .  12 

Moroney by  the  l eg is la to rs .   You  a re  we lcom e to  13 

s tay  and  l i s ten  and hear  wha t  the  leg i s la to rs  14 

have  to  ask  o f  Mr .  Moroney ,  on  bo th  s ides  o f  t he  15 

a i s le .   Hope fu l l y  some o f  the  concerns  tha t  you 16 

have  w i l l  be  addressed  by  the  leg i s la to rs .   And I  17 

want  you  to  know tha t  your  comments  today  d id  no t  18 

fa l l  on  deaf  ea rs ,  t ha t  we  do  l i s ten  and  th a t  we  19 

a re  look ing  to  do  the  bes t  t ha t  we  can  fo r  a l l  o f  20 

the  cons t i tuents  i n  Nassau  County .  21 

 And w i thou t  any  fu r the r  ad ieu ,  Mr .  22 

Moroney,  a re  you  ready  - -  23 

 MS.  BORECKY:    Excuse me .  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    come to  the  - -  25 
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 MS.  BORECKY:    Excuse me .   P res id ing  2 

O f f i ce r ,  you  sa id  tha t  I  cou ld  speak  a f te r  3 

everyone  spoke.   I  pu t  i n  ano the r  s l ip ,  and  I  was  4 

adv i sed tha t  I  cou ld  speak .   5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Speak .   And th ree  6 

m inu tes  is  i t .  7 

 MS.  BORECKY:    Okay .   A  coup le  o f  th ings  8 

tha t  were  men t ioned du r ing  th i s  hear ing .  9 

 F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  i t ' s  no t  t he  same as  i t  was  10 

ten  years  ago.   Ten years  ago  they  had  a  11 

l eg i s la t i ve  majo r i t y  o f  ten  to  n ine  be fo re  they  12 

d rew the  maps ,  and  they  had a  ten  to  n ine  13 

ma jo r i t y  a f te rwards .   They  d idn ' t  c rea te  14 

d i s t r i c t s  to  take  ou t  repub l i cans ,  as  you ' r e  15 

do ing  he re  to  take  ou t  democra ts .  16 

 A l so ,  I  jus t  wan t  to  make th i s  c lear .   17 

What  we ' re  speak ing  ou t  today ,  you  a re  go in g  to  18 

vo te  on  today ,  cor rec t ,  on  whe ther  to  pu t  t h is  19 

vo te  on  th is  map ,  on  whe ther  to  send  i t  to  Fu l l  20 

Leg?  21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I t  has  to  go  22 

th rough commi t tee ,  and  then f rom commi t tee  i t ' s  23 

moved on  to  the  Fu l l  Leg .   Tha t ' s  p rocedure .  24 

 MS.  BORECKY:    So you ' re  go ing  to  take  25 
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the  vo te  a t  t he  end o f  t h i s  sess ion  - -  2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    To  move i t  on  to  3 

the  Fu l l  Leg .  4 

 MS.  BORECKY:    So there  w i l l  be  no  o ther  5 

map and no  o the r  cons ide ra t i on  by  the  pub l i c  t ha t  6 

we  made today  to  a f fec t  those  maps ,  co r rec t ?  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    D id  we  comment  on  8 

the  25 th  o f  Februa ry .  9 

 MS.  BORECKY:    And  vo ted  on  i n  the  same 10 

day?  11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Poss ib ly .   Un less  12 

someth ing  new has  deve loped.  13 

 MS.  BORECKY:    Now I 'm  jus t  go ing  to  te l l  14 

a  l i t t le  b i t  o f  h i s to ry  o f  how we go t  to  wh ere  we 15 

a re  today .  16 

 Th ree years  ago ,  Ed Mangano h i red  17 

C iampo l i  as  a  coun ty  a t to rney .   C iampo l i  wa s  an  18 

e lec t i on  a t to rney  in  A lbany  w i th  a  reputa t i on  fo r  19 

d i senf ranch is ing  vo ters .   He  had  no  coun ty  20 

a t to rney  exper ience.   So  now,  when  any  l aws u i t  21 

comes up  tha t  a  coun ty  a t to rney  is  supposed  to  22 

de fend ,  he  h i res  l aw  f i rms  tha t  g i ve  money to  the  23 

repub l ican  pa r t y .   Ye t ,  Mr .  M angano cont inue s  to  24 

c la im tha t  he  i s  somehow sav ing  the  coun ty  money .   25 
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Mangano math ,  aga in  and aga in .  2 

 Mangano then  brags  tha t  he  cu t  county  3 

a t to rney  j obs ,  who  norma l l y  work  fo r  very  l ow 4 

sa la r i es ,  and  g i ves  mi l l ion  do l l a r  con t rac t s  to  5 

h i s  c ron ies .   A l l  the  wh i l e ,  C iampol i  i s  bu sy  6 

d raw ing maps  two  yea rs  be fore  they  were  a l l owed 7 

to .   Aga in ,  f odder  fo r  t he  l awyers  who  a re  pa id  8 

w i th  our  tax  do l la rs .    9 

 I t  shou ld  be  no ted  tha t  the  coun ty  10 

a t to rney  was  supposed to  rep resent  the  coun ty ,  11 

wh ich  inc ludes  democra t i c  leg i s la to rs  as  we l l  as  12 

repub l ican  leg i s la to rs .  And ye t  Mangano c la ims  13 

tha t  he ' s  sav ing  the  county  money.  14 

 Hundreds  o f  t housands o f  do l l a rs  l a te r ,  15 

he  l oses  i n  cou r t .   And now you se t  up  a  bo gus  16 

repub l ican  red i s t r i c t i ng  commi t tee ,  who re f used 17 

to  work  w i th  the  democra t i c  c oun te rpar ts .   T hey  18 

aga in  spen t  hundreds  o f  thousands o f  do l la r s ,  to  19 

accompany,  to  d raw the  mos t  ou t rageous  maps  20 

poss ib le .   They  made  no e f fo r t  t o  work  w i th  the  21 

democra ts ,  made  no  e f fo r t  to  work  w i th  the  22 

peop le .    23 

 And a t  t he  hear ing ,  the  cha i rman ,  who was 24 

p i cked  by  Mangano to  cha i r  t he  commi t tee  an d  i s  25 
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no t  supposed  to  take  s ides ,  spoke on  beha l f  o f  2 

the  repub l ican  commi t tee ,  who  re fused to  sp eak  on  3 

the i r  own beha l f ,  jus t  as  you  are  do ing  her e  4 

today .  5 

 As  fo r  Cha i rman  Mr .  Moroney,  he  was 6 

awarded a  sa la ry  o f  over  $140 ,000,  o f  ou r  t ax  7 

do l l a rs ,  t o  be  the  spokesperson fo r  the  8 

repub l ican  ma jo r i t y .   So  ins tead  o f  g i v ing  you r  9 

s ta f f  ra ises  as  soon  as  you came in to  o f f i c e ,  10 

l i ke  you r  p redecesso r  Pe te r  Schmi t t  d id ,  yo u  gave 11 

- -  you  made up  a  j ob  fo r  Mr .  Moroney ,  reward ing  12 

h im fo r  keep ing  Mangano 's  and  your  names  ou t  o f  13 

the  who le  process .  14 

 CLERK MULLER:    Ma 'am,  you r  th ree  minu tes  15 

have  exp i red .  16 

 MS.  BORECKY:    Aga in ,  I  fa i l  t o  see how 17 

Mangano and the  repub l ican  leg is la to rs  a re  sav ing  18 

us  money .  19 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    You can te l l  Dave 20 

Denenberg  thank  you fo r  those  remarks .   We 21 

apprec ia te  h im speak ing  th rough you.  22 

 MS.  BORECKY:    Excuse me?  I 'm  sor ry .   23 

You don ’ t  know me.   So ,  p lease ,  you don ' t  k now 24 

how I  speak .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I  know you  we l l  2 

enough ,  Ms .  Bo recky .  3 

 MS.  BORECKY:    I  w r i te  myse l f .   I ' ve  been 4 

a  wr i t e r  f o r  many years .    5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    C laud ia ,  you r  6 

t ime  i s  up .  7 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    That ' s  a  good 8 

po in t .   I  don ' t  rea l l y  know tha t  f o r  a  fac t .   Bu t  9 

i t  sounds a  l o t  l i ke  Dave Denenberg .  10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    C laud ia ,  you r  11 

th ree  minu tes  a re  up .   Thank  you .  12 

 MS.  BORECKY:    You  know what?   I 'm  no t  13 

even  go ing  to  go  i n to  the  fac t  t ha t  you too k  14 

Denenberg  ou t  o f  t h i s .    15 

 He  d id  no t  w r i t e  th i s .   I  be t  my  l i f e  on  16 

i t .   Anybody  in  th is  room knows me as  be ing  a  17 

wr i t e r  w i th  a  m ind  o f  my  own .   I  have been 18 

wr i t ing  on  these  i ssues  s ince  be fo re  th i s  w ho le  19 

l eg i s la tu re  came in to  power ,  and  I  w i l l  con t inue  20 

to  c r i t i c i ze  tha t  you ' re  spend ing  my  tax  do l la rs ,  21 

m i l l ions  o f  do l l a rs  o f  my tax  do l l a rs ,  p lan ned  22 

f rom day  one  o f  Mangano 's  admin i s t ra t i on ,  t o  23 

th ree  years  l a te r  where  we ' re  a t  t he  exac t  spo t  24 

where  you wan ted  us  to  be  and  on  my tax  do l l a rs .  25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    C laud ia  - -  2 

 MS.  BORECKY:    And  I  oppose i t .  3 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    your  t ime us  up .   4 

Thank you.  5 

 MS.  BORECKY:    Okay .   Thank you.  6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mr .  Moroney,  I  7 

don ' t  know where  - -  do  you  wan t  to  p resent  i t  8 

f rom the  pod ium? 9 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Th is  i s  f i ne .  10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Do  you  have 11 

any th ing  to  add?  12 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  have  a  coup le  o f  - -  a  13 

coup le  o f  po in ts  to  make ;  I  t h ink  they ' re  n on-14 

cont rove rs ia l .   I  don ’ t  know i f  o the rs  w i l l  ag ree  15 

w i th  tha t ,  bu t .   F i r s t  t h ings  f i rs t .    16 

 There  were  some ques t ions  g i ven to  the  17 

cha i r  re la t i ve  to  ce r ta in  lawsu i ts  dea l i ng  w i th  18 

Vo t ing  R igh ts  Ac t ,  dea l i ng  w i th  red i s t r i c t i ng .   19 

A t  t he  June 28,  2012  mee t ing  o f  the  Tempora ry  20 

Commiss ion  on  d i s t r i c t ing ,  we  had inv i ted  a  21 

speaker  to  go  over ,  w i th  the  commiss ion ,  i t s  22 

ob l i ga t i ons  i n  d rawing  d is t r i c ts .   Tha t  a t t o rney  23 

went  ove r  them.   He gave  tha t  tes t imony on  24 

d i s t r i c t ing  ob l i ga t i ons ,  and  tha t  as  i nc lud ed in  25 
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the  reco rd .   The  record  was de l i ve red  to  th i s  2 

Leg is la tu re .   I ' d  ask  Ma t t  K ie rnan ,  who has  the  3 

791 pages con ta in ing  the  tes t imony  o f  131 4 

res idents  tha t  - -  135 res iden ts  a t  our  5 

i n fo rmat ion  hear ings ,  21  members  who  spoke a t  the  6 

work  sess ions ,  I 'd  ask  tha t  t ha t  be  inc lude d  in  7 

th is  record  here .  8 

 That  exper t  gave  tha t  tes t imony.   The 9 

tes t imony in  tha t  reco rd  was  rev iewed by  th e  10 

demographers ,  who are  l i kewise  versed in  the i r  11 

ob l i ga t i ons ,  v i s -à -v is ,  the  U .S.  Const i t u t i on  and 12 

the  Vo t ing  R igh ts  Ac t ,  and  tha t  was aga in  13 

rev iewed  subsequen t  to  th i s  ma t te r  be ing  br ought  14 

be fo re  th i s  body .   I t  makes c lea r  as  to  wha t  15 

those ob l i ga t ions  are .   And as  i nd ica ted  by  the  16 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r ,  i t  does  i nc lude  a  d iscus s ion  17 

o f  G ingles v. Thornburg ,  t he  one  wh ich  i s  t h e  18 

p reva i l i ng  l aw o f  the  land .  19 

 Number  two .   I  r e fe renced 21  peop le  who 20 

spoke a t  t he  work  sess ions .   The re  was  a  21 

s ta temen t  ea r l i e r  by  the  democra t  spokesper son  22 

fo r  the  commiss ion  tha t  somehow or  o ther  im p l i ed  23 

tha t  t hose  speakers  who came to  tha t  hea r in g  were  24 

no t  ab le  to  speak.   Every  speaker  a t  eve ry  25 
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hear ing  who wan ted  to  speak go t  the i r  t ime to  2 

speak.   We asked  them a l l  to  p lease keep  th e i r  3 

remarks  on  po in t  a l l  t he  t ime .   Nobody ,  no t  one 4 

w i tness ,  no t  one  member  o f  t he  pub l i c  was d en ied  5 

an  oppor tun i t y  to  speak a t  any  one  o f  those  6 

meet ings ,  and  any  impress ion  to  the  cont ra r y  tha t  7 

was - -  i n  th i s  record  shou ld  be  re jec ted  be cause  8 

i t  i s  un t rue .  9 

 Now,  the re  i s  - -  I ' ve  heard  i t  r e fe renced 10 

any  number  o f  t imes,  t he re 's  a  coup le  o f  way s  o f  11 

desc r ib ing  i t  and the  one tha t  I  hea r  a l l  t he  12 

t ime  i s  d raw ing  d i s t r i c t s  i s  l i ke  a  bowl  o f  Je l l -13 

O .   I ' ve  a lso  heard  i t  descr ibed  as  a  ba l lo on;  14 

when  you  push  someth ing  in ,  push  someth ing  ou t ,  15 

someth ing ' s  go t  to  g ive .   These are  where  t he  16 

po l i cy  cho ices  tha t  you made  come in .   You have 17 

to  make cho ices .   And i f  you  make cho ices  t ha t  18 

a re  leg i t ima te ,  you ' re  we l l  w i th in  the  boun ds o f  19 

what  you r  red is t r i c t ing  ob l i ga t i ons  are .  20 

 I f  I  wou ld  - -  t here  was a  re f e rence to  a  21 

reso lu t i on  tha t  was o f fe red  b y  the  democra t i c  22 

members  o f  t he  commiss ion ,  and  tha t  reso lu t i on  23 

had a  se r ies  o f  s tandards  tha t  had  asked  th e  24 

en t i re  commiss ion  to  l ook  a t  dur ing  the  cou rse  o f  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  190  Rules Committee – 2 - 11- 13 

d i s t r i c t ing .   We d id .   And  we  made  an ana ly s is  o f  2 

i t .   The  ana lys i s  was made  a t  the  reques t  o f  t h i s  3 

board ,  t h i s  commi t tee ,  t o  see  i f  we me t  the  4 

s tandards  tha t  t he  m inor i t y  pa r t y ,  on  tha t  5 

temporary  commiss ion ,  wanted  us  to  l ook  a t ,  and 6 

we  d id .   And  we  e i ther  met  o r  beat  eve ry  s i ng le  7 

one o f  t hose  s tandards .   They  are  a l ready  i n  the  8 

reco rd .   We can  go  ove r  them aga ins t  i f  you  want  9 

to .   Bu t  I  know tha t  Mr .  N ico le l lo  has  some  10 

ques t ions  he  might  wan t  to  ask ,  and I 'm hap py to  11 

respond to  those .  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Be fo re  you  do ,  13 

Mr .  Moroney.  14 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Su re .  15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    The d ocument  tha t  16 

was presen ted  to  us ,  t he  700  pages ,  be  made  pa r t  17 

o f  t he  record ,  p lease.  18 

 MR.  MORONEY:     By  the  way ,  t he  reco rd  19 

a l so  i nc ludes  the  reso lu t i on  because  tha t  w as 20 

inc luded  in  the  reco rd  tha t  was handed  out .   I t ' s  21 

no t  in  the  tes t imony .   But  I 'm  ask ing  tha t  t he  22 

reco rd  be  inc luded ,  th is  791  pages  o f  tes t i mony 23 

be  made pa r t  o f  tha t  record .  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    So  be  i t .  25 
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 MR.  MORONEY:     Okay .  2 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Mr .  Moroney,  3 

go ing  back  to  the  Commiss ion ' s  ac t iv i t ies ,  how 4 

many  d i f fe ren t  f o rums d id  the  commiss ion  ho ld?  5 

 MR.  MORONEY:     There  were  a  ser ies  o f  6 

e igh t  hear ings .   The re  were  two bus iness  me e t ings  7 

- -  pardon me - -  th ree  bus ines s  mee t ings  and  f i ve  8 

meet ings  i n  the  commun i t ies  a t  var ious  p lac es  9 

a round  the  coun ty .  10 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    So  th ey  were  11 

schedu led  no t  j us t  l oca l l y  i n  Mineo la  bu t  a l l  12 

th roughout  the  County?  13 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Co r rec t .   We  he ld  them in  14 

Long  Beach .   We he ld  them in  G len  Cove .   We  he ld  15 

them in  Mineo la .   We he ld  them in  P la inv iew  and 16 

E lmont .  17 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    You w ere  on  the  18 

commiss ion  ten  yea rs  ago?  19 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I ’m so r ry?  20 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    You were  on  the  21 

commiss ion  ten  yea rs  ago?  22 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Yes ,  I  was .  23 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    How many  hear ings  24 

d id  they  ho ld  ten  years  ago? 25 
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 MR.  MORONEY:     The on ly  hea r ing  - -  the  2 

on ly  hea r ing  tha t  was he ld  was  he ld  in  the  3 

V i l l age  o f  Westbury  by  the  repub l i can  4 

commiss ioners .  5 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Ten years  ago?  6 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Ten years  ago .   A  pub l ic  7 

hear ing .  8 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Jus t  i n  te rms o f  9 

- -  I  t h ink  we los t  s igh t  o f  s ome o f  tha t  sen se  o f  10 

i t ems o f  you r  tes t imony ea r l i e r  on ,  and I  w anted  11 

to  touch  base  on  tha t  a l so .  12 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Su re .  13 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    There  was even  a  14 

sugges t ion  o f  why are  we  go ing  th rough  th is ?   15 

Obv ious l y ,  t he  Char te r  requ i res  us  to  do  i t .  16 

 I s  i t  a l so  requ i red  by  the  U .S .  17 

Cons t i tu t i on  tha t  we  red is t r i c t  a t  t h i s  t im e?  18 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Yes ,  i t  i s .  19 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Why i s  tha t?  20 

 MR.  MORONEY:     The U.S.  Cons t i t u t ion  21 

requ i res  tha t  t he  pr inc ipa l  o f  one  man ,  one  vo te  22 

be  imp lemented.   And  the  s tandard  aga ins t  o ne 23 

man,  one  vo te  be ing  imp lemen ted is  embod ied  in  24 

case  law .   What  i t  says  is  t ha t  these d i s t r i c t s  25 
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must  be  o f  equa l  popu la t ion .   Fo r  d i s t r i c t i ng  in  2 

s ta te  and loca l  leve l ,  t he  cou r t s  have  3 

i n te rp re ted  one  pe rson ,  one v o te  - -  in  o rde r  to  4 

comp ly  w i th  i t  t he  mun ic ipa l i t y  must  have 5 

d i s t r i c t s  tha t  ma in ta in  popu la t i ons  o f  p lus  or  6 

m inus  f i ve  pe rcent  o f  the  op t ima l  number ,  t he  7 

op t ima l  number  be ing  70 ,573.   So  a  d is t r i c t  cou ld  8 

be  as  la rge  as  74 ,102 or  as  smal l  as  70 ,044 .   9 

Th is  map  in  f ron t  o f  you  has  a  dev ia t i on  o f  4 .85  10 

pe rcen t .  11 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    And what 's  t he  12 

max imum?  You  sa id  p lus  or  m inus  f i ve .   I s  t en  13 

pe rcen t  the  max imum dev ia t ion?  14 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Co r rec t .  15 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    The cu r ren t  map,  16 

the  one we 've  been  runn ing  under ,  what 's  th e  17 

dev ia t ion  o f  tha t  map?  18 

 MR.  MORONEY:     One o f  t he  reasons  why  19 

you need  to  go  th rough  red is t r i c t i ng  i s  bec ause 20 

the  dev ia t ion  under  tha t  map  was  14 .5  pe rce n t ,  21 

beyond  the  cons t i t u t iona l  s tandard .  22 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    14 .5  percent  23 

beyond  the  cons t i t u t iona l  s tandard?  24 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Wh ich  is  4 .5  percent  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  194  Rules Committee – 2 - 11- 13 

beyond  the  cons t i t u t iona l  s tandard .  2 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    We ' re  ta lk ing  3 

cu r ren t l y .  4 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Co r rec t .  5 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I f  a  cou r t  were  6 

to  l ook  a t  t he  dev ia t i on  now,  you have  a  7 

v io la t ion  o f  one  man ,  one vo te ,  un less  i t ' s  8 

changed.  9 

 MR.  MORONEY:     That 's  cor rec t .  10 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    In  fac t ,  peop le  -11 

-  more  peop le  - -  peop le  w i th  more  vo te rs  in  the i r  12 

d i s t r i c t ,  the i r  vo tes  are  d i l u ted  because th ere ' s  13 

more  than in  o ther  d is t r i c ts .  14 

 MR.  MORONEY:     That 's  cor rec t .  15 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Now,  you  sa id  the  16 

p roposed  map  has  a  dev ia t i on  o f  4 .85  percen t?  17 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Co r rec t .  18 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    And you cove red 19 

th is  be fore .   What  was  the  dev ia t i on  o f  the  20 

democra t ic  commiss ione r ' s  map?  21 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I 'm go ing  to  cor rec t  22 

myse l f .   Le t  me  backup  a  l i t t l e  b i t .   The 23 

dev ia t ion  in  th i s  map is  22 .7 .  24 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    The cu r ren t  one.  25 
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 MR.  MORONEY:     Cu r ren t l y .   Be tween the  2 

l a rges t  and the  smal les t .   And  tha t  i s  as  a  3 

resu l t  o f  Leg is la t i ve  D is t r i c t  Number  2 ,  wh ich  4 

was overpopu la ted ,  and  Leg is la t i ve  D is t r i c t  5 

Number  12 ,  wh ich  was  under  popu la ted .   That  6 

to ta led  22 .7 .  7 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Le t ' s  go  ahead .   8 

The democra t i c  commiss ione r ' s  map,  wha t ' s  t he  9 

dev ia t ion?  10 

 MR.  MORONEY:     9 .05  percent .  11 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    And the  Coa l i t ion  12 

map,  wha t ' s  t he  dev ia t ion  the re?  13 

 MR.  MORONEY:     9 .85  percent .  14 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Now,  these  15 

numbers  w i l l  change as  the  popu la t ion  chang es,  16 

r i gh t?  17 

 MR.  MORONEY:     That 's  cor rec t .  18 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    So  i t ' s  no t  a  19 

s ta t i c  number .   I f  we were  to  adop t ,  f o r  ex amp le ,  20 

the  Coa l i t ion  map,  i t ' s  a t  9 .85  pe rcen t ,  ho w long 21 

be fo re  i t ' s  ove r  10  pe rcen t?   Are  we  ta l k ing  22 

months?  23 

 MR.  MORONEY:     You have  a  fudge  fac to r  24 

o f  . 15  percen t ,  wh ich  cou ld  change  fo r  any  number  25 
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o f  reasons  in  a  ve ry  sho r t  pe r iod  o f  t ime.  2 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Bu t  i n  te rms  o f  3 

the  - -  4 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Wh ich ,  by  the  way,  cou ld  5 

a l so  change fo r  the  under  pop u la ted  areas  to o .   6 

In  e i t he r  end  o f  t he  spec t rum you have  the  7 

dev ia t ion  be ing  th rown  out  o f  whack  and peo p le  8 

be ing  under  rep resen ted .  9 

 The smal le r  t he  dev ia t ion ,  t he  l ess  10 

oppor tun i t y  the re  is  f o r  i t  t o  go  ou t  o f  wh ack  11 

du r ing  the  ten  yea r  t ime .  12 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Bu t  i n  te rms  o f  13 

the  overa l l  dev ia t ion ,  t he  p roposed map doe s  14 

be t te r  t han the  o the r  maps  tha t  have  been 15 

sugges ted?  16 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Yes ,  i t  does .  17 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Jus t  t o  move  on 18 

to  the  Vot ing  R igh ts  Ac t .  19 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Yes .  20 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    What ' s  t he  goa l  21 

then?  22 

 MR.  MORONEY:     The goa l ,  beyond  equa l  23 

popu la t i on ,  Sec t ion  2  o f  t he  Vot ing  R igh ts  Ac t  i s  24 

the  sec t ion  o f  t he  l aw  tha t  needs to  be  loo ked  25 
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a t ,  fo r  mun ic ipa l i t i es  tha t  i s .   And  the  go a l  o f  2 

i t  i s  to  ensu re  tha t  peop le  o f  cer ta in  rac i a l  o r  3 

l anguage  s ta tus  can e lec t  somebody  i f  they  choose 4 

to  run ,  somebody  f rom the i r  own popu la t i on .  5 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I s  i t  to  c rea te  a  6 

t rue  m inor i t y /ma jo r i t y  d is t r i c t  in  the  cur r en t  7 

popu la t i on  o r  demography?  8 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Yes ,  i t  i s .  9 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    You ment ioned 10 

someth ing  ca l led  CVAP be fo re .   Wha t  i s  t ha t  11 

aga in?  12 

 MR.  MORONEY:     C i t i zen ,  vo t i ng  age,  13 

popu la t i on ,  wh ich  is ,  aga in ,  a  Census c rea t ed  14 

des ignat ion .  15 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    D is t r i c t  1 ,  g i ve  16 

me  the  CVAP numbers .  17 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  have  those  d i rec t l y  18 

he re .   Jus t  bea r  w i th  me  a  second.  19 

 The CVAP numbers  as  they  cur ren t ly  ex i s t  20 

be fo re  d is t r i c t i ng  o r  a f te r?  21 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    You cou ld  do  22 

bo th .  23 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Okay .   These  a re  the  24 

p roposed  m ino r i t y  d i s t r i c t s .   Leg is la t i ve  25 
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D is t r i c t s  1 ,  2 ,  and 3 .  2 

 Leg is la t i ve  D is t r i c t  Number  1  has  a  non-3 

H ispan ic -B lack  CVAP,  under  th i s  map,  o f  62 .3  4 

pe rcen t ,  t he  democra t i c  map has  non-Hispan i c -5 

B lack  CVAP o f  66  percent ,  and  the  Coa l i t ion  map 6 

has  non-Hispan ic -B lack  CVAP o f  65 .3  pe rcent .  7 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    LD  2?  8 

 MR.  MORONEY:     LD  2  has  non- H ispan ic  9 

CVAP o f  55 .9  pe rcent ,  the  democra t ic  p lan  h as  56  10 

pe rcen t ,  and  the  Coa l i t i on  p lan  has  56 .9  pe rcent .  11 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    And LD 3?  12 

 MR.  MORONEY:     LD  3  i s  an  ag grega te  13 

d i s t r i c t  t ha t  has  non-Hispan ic  B lack  CVAP o f  38 .9  14 

pe rcen t ,  H ispan ic  CVAP o f  15 .4  percent ,  and  to ta l  15 

m ino r i ty  CVAP o f  54 .3  pe rcen t ;  t he  democra t i c  16 

p lan  has  a  B lack  CVAP o f  35 .6 ,  H ispan ic  CVA P o f  17 

14 ,  fo r  a  to ta l  o f  49 .6 ;  t he  Coa l i t i on  map h as  40  18 

pe rcen t  non-Hispan ic  B lack ,  1 5 .4  percent  o f  19 

H ispan ic ,  fo r  a  to ta l  o f  55 .4  pe rcen t  CVAP.   20 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    So  the  numbers  21 

you ' re  ta l k ing  about  a re  a l l  w i th in  the  sam e 22 

range.  23 

 MR.  MORONEY:     That 's  cor rec t .  24 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I t ' s  no t  as  i f  25 
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there ' s  a  la rge  d i f f e rence  be tween  any  o f  t he  2 

pa r t i cu la r  maps ,  i n  te rms o f  CVAP.  3 

 MR.  MORONEY:     That 's  cor rec t .  4 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    And fo r  the  f i rs t  5 

t ime  in  the  h is to ry  o f  t he  county  there  is  a  6 

th i rd  mino r i t y -major i t y  d i s t r i c t  be ing  c rea ted .  7 

 MR.  MORONEY:     That 's  cor rec t .   I n  fac t ,  8 

i f  I  may  po in t  ou t  - -  9 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Su re .  10 

 MR.  MORONEY:     And I  know peop le  don ' t  11 

want  to  hear  about  ten  yea rs  ago .   But  t o  q uote  12 

V ice  P res iden t  B iden 's  Pas t  i s  P ro logue,  te n  13 

years  ago the  Leg is la t i ve  D is t r i c t  Number  2  was 14 

no t  a  ma jo r i t y  m inor i t y  d i s t r i c t ,  i t  was  an  15 

aggregate  ma jor i t y -m inor i t y  d i s t r i c t .   So  t ha t  16 

has  improved  tha t  s i tua t ion  as  we l l .  17 

 And you a l so  ta l ked abou t  some o f  the  18 

o the r  t rad i t i ona l  d i s t r i c t ing  pr io r i t i es  -  C ensus 19 

des ignated  p laces  -  20 

 MR.  MORONEY:     R igh t .  21 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Aga in ,  I  wan t  you 22 

to  te l l  us  how th i s  p roposed  map  does as  co mposed 23 

to  the  o ther  maps.  24 

 MR.  MORONEY:     There  are  135  Census  25 
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des ignated  p laces .   These are  c rea ted  by  th e  2 

Bureau  o f  the  Census .   They  make  a  de termina t ion  3 

abou t  geography  based upon  communi t i es .   Th ose  4 

commun i t ies ,  fo r  examp le  v i l l ages  -  most  v i l lages  5 

a re  kept  i n  a  s ing le  Census des ignated  p lac e .   6 

A l l  o f  t hem a re  kept  i n  s ing le  des igna ted  p laces .   7 

Un inco rpora ted  a reas  o f  the  va r ious  towns a re  8 

a l so  census  des ignated  p laces  -  hamle ts ,  eac h 9 

c i ty  -  t he  C i ty  o f  Long Beach ,  the  C i t y  o f  G len  10 

Cove  a re  the i r  own  census  des ignated  p lace  - -  o f  11 

those,  t h i s  map  keeps 99  o f  t hose CDPs  toge the r ,  12 

wh ich  is  t he  same as  the  Coa l i t i on  map ,  wh i ch  is  13 

be t te r ,  in  bo th  ins tances ,  th an the  democra t ic  14 

p lan .    15 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Okay .  16 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Moreover ,  in  2003 tha t  17 

number  was  down to  87  tha t  were  kept  i n  p la ce .   18 

So  the  improvements  a re  no t  on ly  tempora l ,  i n  19 

o the r  words ,  be t te r  than  ten  yea rs  ago ,  bu t  the  20 

improvemen ts  a re  a lso ,  w i th in  the  conten ts  o f  21 

th is  map ,  improvemen ts  tha t  do  the  bes t  to  keep 22 

the  commun i t i es  toge ther .  23 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Mov ing  on .   How 24 

many  town l i nes  to  the  LDs  c ross  i n  the  pro posed  25 
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map?  2 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Th is  p lan  up  here  c rosses  3 

s i x  t imes.   The  democra t ic  p lan  c rosses  sev en 4 

t imes.   The Coa l i t ion  p lan  c rosses  f i ve  t im es.   5 

And,  by  the  way ,  aga in ,  2003 ,  they  c ross  to wn 6 

l i nes  in  seven d i f fe ren t  d is t r i c ts .  7 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    So  the  p roposed 8 

map pe r fo rms  be t te r  than  the  2003 map or  the  9 

democra t ic  commiss ione r ' s  map  in  re la t ion  t o  10 

keep ing  communi t ies  v iab le  based  on the  cen sus  11 

des ignated  p laces .  12 

 MR.  MORONEY:     That 's  cor rec t .  13 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Now,  you  14 

ment ioned be fore  the re  were  ce r ta in  p ropose d  15 

ru les  - -  16 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Yes .  17 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    were  pu t  f o rward  18 

by  the  democra t i c  commiss ione rs .    19 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Yes .  20 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Do  you  wan t  to  go  21 

th rough those? 22 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Su re .   The  f i r s t  goa l  - -  23 

the  f i rs t  goa l  was  to  ma in ta in  core  ex is t in g  24 

d i s t r i c t s  and  move  as  few res idents  as  poss ib le  25 
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in to  new d is t r i c ts .   I f  you  l ook  a t  D is t r i c t s  1 ,  2 

2 ,  4 ,  5 ,  6 ,  9 ,  12 ,  13 ,  15 ,  and  19 ,  t he  core  3 

d i s t r i c t s  remain  the  same.   I n  o ther  i ns tan ces  we 4 

cou ldn ' t  do  i t .   Bu t  i n  keep  in  mind  wha t  w e  5 

changed th is  t ime,  was  a  succ ess fu l  e f fo r t  t o  6 

d raw a  th i rd  minor i t y -ma jo r i t y  d is t r i c t .   W hen  7 

you change  the  geography  - -  b ecause you are  8 

l im i ted  in  d i s t r i c t i ng  by  geography and by  9 

popu la t i on  dens i ty  - -  when  you  a re  l im i ted  t ha t  10 

way and you have  ano ther  p iece  o f  popu la t ion  and  11 

geography,  t ha t  changes the  l andscape and f o rces  12 

you to  do  ce r ta in  th ings ,  and  tha t ' s  where  the  13 

po l i cy  dec is ion  come in  and tha t ' s  where  th e  14 

dec i s ions  were  made.  15 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Recogn ize  and 16 

de f ine  the  communi t i es  o f  in te res t  sha l l  be  17 

cons idered  in  the  c rea t i on  o f  d i s t r i c t s .  18 

 MR.  MORONEY:     We l l ,  in  add i t ion  to  the  19 

- -  i n  add i t i on  to  the  99  des i gna ted  - -  cens us  20 

des ignated  p laces  be ing  kept  t ogethe r ,  t h is  map 21 

inc ludes  mos t  o f  t he  suggest ions  made by  th e  22 

pub l ic .   Now keep in  m ind ,  i n  do ing  tha t  yo u  23 

l i kewise  fo rce  o ther  changes  tha t  you may n o t  24 

want  to  see.   Bu t  you have  to  make  those  ch o ices .   25 
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Because the  e f fo r t  was  to  inco rpora ted  as  m any  o f  2 

those pub l ic  suggest ions  as  poss ib le  and  ke ep as  3 

many  census  des ignated  p laces  toge ther  as  4 

poss ib le ,  ce r ta in  th ings  cou ld  happen and c e r ta in  5 

th ings  cou ldn ' t  happen .   Aga in ,  i t ' s  Je l l -O  and 6 

i t ' s  t he  ba l l oon .   And  the  fac t  o f  t he  mat t e r  i s ,  7 

when  you  make  one pe rson  happy ,  you make  an o ther  8 

unhappy.   And  those are  the  po l i cy  cho ices  tha t  9 

th is  body  made each t ime  i t  has  gone  th roug h  10 

red i s t r i c t ing .  11 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    The th i rd  goa l .   12 

V i l l age  and commun i t y  sp l i t s  sha l l  be  min im ized 13 

to  the  ex ten t  p rac t i cab le .  14 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  wou ld  jus t  re i te ra te  99  15 

o f  135  census  des ignated  p laces  were  kep t  i n tac t .  16 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Then the  nex t  17 

one.   D is t r i c t  sha l l  con ta in ,  as  near l y  as  18 

poss ib le ,  an  equa l  number  o f  i nhab i tan ts ;  y ou 19 

a l ready  addressed tha t .  20 

 MR.  MORONEY:     4 .85  percent  i s  the  21 

dev ia t ion .  22 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    D is t r i c t s  sha l l  23 

be  compact  and con t iguous and  no  d is t r i c t  s ha l l  24 

be  d rawn  to  i nc lude land  no t  connected  by  a  25 
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b r idge .  2 

 MR.  MORONEY:     That 's  abso lu te l y  the  3 

case .  4 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    D is t r i c t s  sha l l  5 

no t  be  d rawn  to  p rov ide  rac ia l  o r  language 6 

m ino r i ty  g roups  w i th  l ess  oppor tun i t y  to  7 

pa r t i c ipa te  i n  the  po l i t i ca l  p rocess .  8 

 MR.  MORONEY:     That  was  D is t r i c t  Number  9 

3 .   Had we  no t  d rawn  D is t r i c t  Number  3  - -  ha d we  10 

no t  d rawn D is t r i c t  Number  3 ,  t hen we  wou ld  have 11 

v io la ted  tha t  p r inc ip le .  12 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    D is t r i c t s  sha l l  13 

no t  be  d rawn  to  d i scou rage  compe t i t i on .  14 

 MR.  MORONEY:     The nex t  i s  d i s t r i c t s  15 

sha l l  no t  be  drawn  to  d i scou rage  compe t i t io n  o r  16 

fo r  the  pu rpose  o f  f avor ing  o r  d is favo r ing  17 

i ncumben ts  o r  o the r  pa r t i cu la r  cand ida tes  o r  18 

pa r t ies .    19 

 When  th i s  map  was drawn,  the  demograph ic  20 

peop le  were  to ld  to  igno re  who  was  an  incumb en t ,  21 

and tha t  i s  someth ing  tha t  Common Cause wan ts ,  22 

tha t  i s  someth ing  tha t  a  l o t  o f  the  good  23 

gove rnment  g roups  want .   They  want  to  th is  24 

p rocess  to  be  open  and  compe t i t i ve  a t  a l l  t imes,  25 
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and tha t ' s  how the  i n i t i a l  map  was  d rawn .   W hen 2 

these changes  were  made,  tha t  was taken in t o  3 

accoun t ,  as  we l l .  4 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:     Commiss ion  sha l l  5 

use  the  o f f i c ia l  2010 Census .  6 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Cou ld  you repeat  the  7 

ques t ion ,  Mr .  N ico le l l o?  8 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Yeah .   I  w i l l .   9 

The las t  goa l  was the  commiss ion  sha l l  use  t he  10 

o f f i c i a l  2010  Census ,  fede ra l  Census  da ta  11 

p rov ided  by  the  New York  S ta te  Leg is la t i ve  Task  12 

Fo rce .  13 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Wh ich  we  d id .   And  the  14 

reason  we d id  tha t  was  so  tha t  t he  s ta te  p r i son  15 

popu la t i on ,  peop le  who  l i ve  o r  whose  res iden ce  i s  16 

i n  Nassau County  bu t  a re  i n  s ta te  p r ison  ar e  17 

coun ted in  the  d is t r i c ts  i n  wh ich  they  l i ve  in  18 

Nassau  County .   And tha t  was  done as  we l l .  19 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Jus t  t o  sum up .   20 

There  have  been  subs tan t ia l  changes in  the  21 

demograph ics  i n  th is  County  i n  the  l as t  ten  22 

years?  23 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Dramat ic .  24 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    And s ince  many  o f  25 
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the  d i s t r i c t s  a re  bas i ca l l y  t he  same,  fo r  c lose  2 

to  20  years  - -  so  you ' re  ta l k ing  ove r  20  ye a rs ,  3 

there ' s  been  a  t remendous amount  o f  change.  4 

 MR.  MORONEY:     That 's  cor rec t .   And  5 

aga in ,  I 'm  go ing  to  no te  i t ,  t he  demograph i c  6 

changes be tween  1994  and  2003  were  no ted  in  2003 .   7 

I t  wou ld  be  - -  i t  wou ld  be  ma l feasance  no t  t o  8 

no te  them aga in ,  par t i cu la r l y  when  they  wer e  so  9 

d ramat ic .   The inc rease in  the  H ispan ic  10 

popu la t i on  i n  Nassau  County ,  t he  i nc rease i n  11 

As ian  popu la t ion  i n  Nassau  County ,  t he  i ncr ease 12 

in  the  dens i t y  i n  Nassau  Coun ty ,  i n  ce r ta in  a reas  13 

o f  t he  County ,  you  have to  take  tha t  i n to  14 

accoun t .   No t  everybody is  happy  w i th  the  r esu l t .  15 

 The law is  no t  about  keep ing  i ncumbents .   16 

The law is  abou t  mak ing  su re  tha t  your  vo te ,  my 17 

vo te ,  and eve ry  vo te  o f  the  peop le  i n  th is  room 18 

coun ts  the  same.  19 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I t  was  men t ioned  20 

abou t  t rad i t i ona l  d i s t r i c t ing  pr io r i t i es .   I s  21 

there  any  reason  tha t  we  shou ld  fo reve r  be  bound  22 

to  d is t r i c ts ,  many  o f  wh ich  have  been uncha nged 23 

fo r  20  yea rs?  24 

 MR.  MORONEY:     No .  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  207  Rules Committee – 2 - 11- 13 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Does  the  p roposed 2 

map c rea te  d i s t r i c ts  tha t  comp ly  w i th  the  U n i ted  3 

S ta tes  Const i tu t ion ,  Vot ing  R igh ts  Ac t ,  and  4 

be t te r  rep resen t  communi ty  l i nes  tha t  a re  no t  5 

bound by  i ncumbency  and ou tda ted  d is t r i c t  l i nes?  6 

 MR.  MORONEY:     That 's  cor rec t .  7 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Thank  you,  s i r .  8 

 I  have  one  o the r  i tem.   I ' d  l i ke  to  9 

i nco rpora te  by  re fe rence  - -  y ou  don ' t  have t o  10 

phys ica l l y  pu t  t h i s  in  the  record ,  bu t  11 

i nco rpora te ,  by  re fe rence,  t he  tes t imony  f r om the  12 

Ru les  Commi t tee  and the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  in  2003 .  13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Mr .  14 

N ico le l l o .  15 

 M ino r i ty  Leader  Abrahams.  16 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Thank  you,  17 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r  Gonsa lves .   Mr .  Moroney 18 

d i sappeared.   I  have  ques t ions ,  Mr .  Moroney .   19 

Thank you.   I f  you  don ' t  m ind .  20 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I 'm so r ry .  21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Do  you  need f i ve  22 

m inu tes ,  Mr .  Moroney?  23 

 MR.  MORONEY:     No ,  I  don ’ t .   I ' l l  t e l l  24 

you when  I  need  a  f i ve  m inute  break .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I  unders tand .  2 

 Be fo re  I  ge t  in to  my  l ine  o f  ques t ion ing ,  3 

I  jus t  have some c la r i f i ca t i ons  in  regards  to  - -  4 

j us t  t o  make  su re  I  unders tand  exac t ly  what  your  5 

comments  had  meant .  6 

 I n  2003,  l ead ing  up  to  tha t  p rocess ,  I  7 

j us t  wan t  to  make su re  tha t  t he  reco rd  i s  c lea r .   8 

I  though t  you  had no ted  tha t  t he  red is t r i c t i ng  9 

p rocess  y ie lded  one hear ing .   Bu t  acco rd ing  to  my 10 

reco rds  as  we l l  as  the  pub l i c  reco rds ,  t her e  a re  11 

ac tua l l y  t en  hear ings ,  i nc lud ing  the  two  12 

repub l ican  hear ings  tha t  you  re fe renced,  th a t  13 

were  he ld  in  Wes tbury .   I  can  g i ve  you  the  da tes ,  14 

i f  you 'd  l i ke .   Bu t  the  red i s t r i c t ing  commi ss ion ,  15 

a t  t ha t  t ime ,  he ld  mee t ings  on  - -  I ' l l  g ive  you 16 

the  da tes  - -  Oc tober  8 ,  Oc tob er  10 ,  Oc tober  17 ,  17 

November  7 ,  November  14 ,  December  5 ,  Decemb er  12 ,  18 

December  19 ,  December  24 ,  December  27 ,  Dece mber  19 

30 ,  and December  31 .   The 30 th  and  31s t  wer e  he ld  20 

by  the  repub l ican  commiss ion .  21 

 MR.  MORONEY:     The o the rs  were  work  22 

sess ions ,  I  be l i eve .  23 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I 'm so r ry?  24 

 MR.  MORONEY:     The o the rs  we re  work  25 
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sess ions ,  I  be l i eve .  2 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Some were  work  3 

sess ions ,  bu t  some were  pub l i c  hea r ings .  4 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I f  you  have those 5 

co r rec t i ons ,  then I  w i l l  de fe r  t o  your  reco rds .  6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Okay .   I  j us t  7 

want  to  make  su re  we ' re  c lea r .  8 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  want  to  make  sure  you 9 

have  th i s  c lear l y .   There  are  no  records ,  a s  fa r  10 

as  I  know,  i n  the  Coun ty  Leg is la tu re  o f  the  2003  11 

Commiss ion .  12 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Our  a t to rneys  13 

w i l l  p rov ide  you  w i th  the  log  o f  i n fo rma t io n  tha t  14 

we  have -  15 

 MR.  MORONEY:     P lease .  16 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     so  you  can  see  17 

i t .   I f  you  wan ted  more  c la r i f i ca t ion :   The re  18 

were  two  hear ings  on  the  8 th  and  the  10 th  o f  19 

Oc tober ;  a  work  sess ion ,  as  you ment ioned,  on  20 

Oc tober  17 ;  ano the r  hear ing  on  the  7 th ;  a  wo rk  21 

sess ion  on  the  14 th  o f  November ;  a  work  ses s ion  22 

on  the  5 th ;  a  work  sess ion  on  the  12 th ;  the n  a  23 

work  sess ion  on  the  19 th ;  then  a  hear ing  a  24 

re lease o f  t he  map  on December  24 ;  and  then  25 
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anothe r  hear ing  on  December  27 .  2 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  be l i eve  - -  3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Jus t  f o r  4 

c la r i f i ca t ion  o f  t he  record .  5 

 The o the r  pa r t  t ha t  you made  - -  and I  6 

though t  maybe  i t  was  j us t  s l i p  o f  the  tongu e .   7 

You had ment ioned the  po in t  o f  c rea t ing  min o r i ty -8 

ma jo r i t y  d is t r i c ts  i s  so  they  can e lec t  9 

i nd i v idua ls  f rom the i r  commun i ty .   D id  I  he a r  you 10 

r i gh t?   I f  you  cou ld  c la r i f y  wha t  you had s a id  11 

be fo re .  12 

 MR.  MORONEY:     The language  o f  ART is  13 

the  pu rpose beh ind  c rea t ing  m ino r i ty -major i t y  14 

d i s t r i c t s  i s  to  pe rm i t  t he  m inor i t y  in  tha t  - -  t o  15 

p ro tec t  the  m ino r i t i es  i n  those commun i t ies  to  16 

compete  in  the  p rocess ,  to  make su re  tha t  t he i r  17 

vo te  i sn ' t  d i lu ted ,  and fo r  pu rposes  o f  a l l ow ing  18 

a  compet i t i ve  pa r t i c ipa t ion  i n  the  po l i t i ca l  19 

p rocess .  20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     That  sounds a  lo t  21 

be t te r .   Wha t  I  though t  I  hea rd  was tha t  yo u  - -  I  22 

though t  I  was  hear ing  you re f e rence tha t  the  23 

po in t  o f  c rea t i ng  mino r i ty -ma jor i t y  d i s t r i c t s  i s  24 

so  they  can e lec t  a  cand ida te  tha t  l ooks  l i ke  25 
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them f rom the i r  commun i t y ,  when tha t ' s  t he  2 

fu r thes t  t h ing  f rom the  t ru th .  3 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  don ' t  be l i eve  I  sa id  4 

tha t .  5 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     That ' s  wha t  I  6 

though t .   Tha t ' s  wha t  I  had in fe r red  by  wha t  you  7 

had sa id  ear l ie r .   Wha t  you jus t  sa id  now w as a  8 

l i t t le  b i t  d i f f e ren t .  9 

 MR.  MORONEY:     What  I  had  sa id  ea r l ie r  10 

i s  t ha t  the  p lan  be fore  you does  no t  d i l u te ,  11 

cance l ,  o r  m in im ize  mino r i ty  vo t ing  s t rength .   12 

The map meets  the  requ i remen t  tha t  t he  po l i t i ca l  13 

p rocess  lead ing  to  nominat ion  o f  e lec t ion  i s  14 

equa l l y  open  to  pa r t i c ipa t ion  o f  members  o f  15 

rac ia l  and  language mino r i ty  g roup ,  and tha t  t he  16 

members  o f  t hose  g roups  have  no  less  oppor tu n i ty  17 

than  o ther  members  o f  the  e lec to ra te  to  18 

pa r t i c ipa te  i n  the  po l i t i ca l  p rocess  and  e l ec t  19 

represen ta t i ves  o f  t he i r  own  cho ice .  20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Okay .  21 

 MR.  MORONEY:     That 's  wha t  I  had sa id  22 

ea r l ie r ,  and  tha t ' s  what  I 'm  re fe renc ing  no w.  23 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     That ' s  ac tua l l y  24 

f i ne .  25 
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 I f  we can ge t  i n to  the  map .   Can  you  2 

exp la in  to  me  - -  you r  ro le  to day ,  your  ro le  today  3 

i s  as  the  non-pa r t i san  - -  non -vo t i ng  member  o f  4 

the  Red is t r i c t i ng  Commiss ion  o r  i s  you r  ro l e  5 

today  as  a  repub l i can  s ta f fe r  fo r  the  ma jor i t y?  6 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  am both .  7 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I  know you  wore  8 

two ha ts .   I 'm no t  t ry ing  to  g ive  you a  har d  9 

t ime .  10 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  am both ,  so  I  don ' t  11 

know how to  separa te  tha t .   Bu t  in  answer  t o  you r  12 

ques t ion ,  le t  me  jus t  say  th i s .   When th is  r ecord  13 

was sent  ove r  to  the  p res id ing  o f f i cer ,  the  14 

p res id ing  o f f i ce r  contac ted  the  Commiss ion  to  15 

make  sure  tha t  i t s '  s ta f f ,  i t s '  reco rds ,  an d  16 

t ransc r ip t s  were  ava i l ab le  to  them.   And  wh en the  17 

t ime  came to  come and look  a t  the  map and a na lyze  18 

i t ,  i t  seemed  the  course  o f  l eas t  res i s tanc e  to  19 

have  somebody  who had pa r t i c i pa ted  i n  the  p rocess  20 

- -  21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I  unders tand .   22 

Mr .  Moroney,  bu t  you  do  unders tand  you r  23 

appo in tmen t  to  the  Commiss ion  was by  the  co unty  24 

execut ive ,  co r rec t?  25 
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 MR.  MORONEY:     I  do  unders tand tha t .  2 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     By  the  county  3 

execut ive ,  yes?  4 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Yes .  5 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     You a re  now 6 

work ing  fo r  t he  repub l ican  ma jor i t y .  7 

 MR.  MORONEY:     That 's  a lso  co r rec t .  8 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     By  you  s tand ing  9 

there  today  w i th  th i s  map,  a re  you  say ing ,  as  10 

represen ta t i on  as  the  coun ty  execu t i ve  - -  i s  t he  11 

coun ty  execu t ive  accep t ing  th i s  map?  12 

 MR.  MORONEY:     The work  o f  t he  13 

Commiss ion  ended  on January  5 ,  2013.  14 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Yes .   Bu t  you 15 

jus t  t o ld  me  you  were  wear ing  two ha ts  toda y .   16 

You jus t  sa id  tha t  you  were  do ing  bo th .  17 

 MR.  MORONEY:      No.   You asked me i f  I  18 

was he re  as  one  or  the  o ther  and  - -  19 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     And you sa id  20 

bo th .  21 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  sa id  I  am bo th .   22 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     That ' s  cor rec t .   23 

So  tha t  means  you ' re  s t i l l  r ep resent ing  the  24 

coun ty  execu t ive .  25 
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 MR.  MORONEY:     And then  I  exp la ined  - -  2 

d id  I  no t  exp la in  myse l f  c lea r ly?  3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Maybe  no t .  4 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Okay .  5 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     T ry  a ga in .  6 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I ' l l  do  i t  aga in .   Wha t  I  7 

sa id  was  tha t  a f te r  the  work  o f  the  commiss ion  8 

ended,  the  p res id ing  o f f i cer  communica ted  w i th  9 

commiss ion  s ta f f  t o  have  them ass i s t  i n  10 

imp lemen t ing  ce r ta in  po l i c ies  tha t  t hey  had  11 

de te rm ined  to  be  the  th ings  t hey  wan ted to  s ee  12 

imp lemen ted in  the  p lan .   I t  was  requested  o f  me  13 

to  exp la in  the  map ,  s ince  I  had the  backgro und  14 

and know ledge  as  to  how the  i n i t ia l  map was  15 

deve loped.   Tha t  was  my answer  to  your  ques t ion .  16 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Okay .   But  I  17 

unders tand  - -  so ,  bas i ca l l y ,  you ' re  p resent i ng  18 

the  map today  as  bo th .  19 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I 'm presen t ing  th i s  map 20 

today  as  me.  21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Mr .  Moroney,  22 

you ' re  p resen t ing  th is  map  a l so  as  the  head  o f  23 

the  Temporary  Red is t r i c t ing  Commiss ion ,  wh i ch  was 24 

appo in ted  by  the  county  execu t ive .  25 
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 MR.  MORONEY:     I ’m no t  represen t ing  the  2 

coun ty  execu t ive  here  today  a t  a l l ,  i f  t ha t  3 

answers  the  ques t ion .  4 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     You ' re  no t?   5 

 MR.  MORONEY:     No ,  I 'm no t .   I  have  no t  6 

been  asked  by  h im to  par t i c i pa te  i n  th is  7 

p roceed ing  - -  8 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:      When  you sa id  9 

bo th ,  who is  bo th?   One en t i t y  i s  the  repub l ican -10 

ma jo r i t y  - -  excuse  me,  the  pr es id ing  o f f i ce r ,  and 11 

what 's  t he  o the r  en t i t y?   Who  is  bo th?  12 

 MR.  MORONEY:      I  was  the  cha i rman o f  13 

the  Temporary  D is t r i c t ing  Com miss ion  - -  14 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Mr .  Moroney,  when 15 

you - -  you  sa id  bo th ,  no t  me .   You  sa id  tha t  you  16 

a re  he re  i n  you r  capac i t y  - -  you  re fe renced  bo th .  17 

 MR.  MORONEY:     No .   I  sa id  I  am both .  18 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     You a re  bo th .   19 

 MR.  MORONEY:     That 's  r igh t .  20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Are  you bo th  21 

today?  22 

 MR.  MORONEY:     No .  23 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     No t  anymore?  24 

 MR.  MORONEY:     No .   Thank  God  I 'm  on ly  25 
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one pe rson  today .  2 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     On ly  one  today .   3 

I  unders tand .  4 

 Exp la in  to  me  - -  because  th is  wasn ' t  t he  5 

map tha t  was  presented  on  January  3 ,  cor rec t?  6 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Th is  was  no t  t he  map  tha t  7 

was presen ted  on  January  3 .   I t  has  e lement s  o f  8 

tha t  map  - -  9 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Your  ro le  ended 10 

once  the  commiss ion  cou ldn ' t  come to  a  conc l us ion  11 

on  the  map  tha t  was presen ted  on  the  Th i rd ,  12 

co r rec t?  13 

 MR.  MORONEY:     That 's  cor rec t .   14 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Now,  how d id  - -  15 

were  you  a  pa r t  o f  t h i s  map,  i n  how th is  ma p  was  16 

genera ted?  17 

 MR.  MORONEY:     No .  18 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     No?  Mr .  Moroney ,  19 

I 'm confused .  20 

 MR.  MORONEY:     No  - -  21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Mr .  Moroney,  l e t  22 

me  f in ish ,  p lease.   How can you speak to  th i s  map 23 

i f  you  weren ' t  a  par t  o f  t he  p rocess?  24 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Because the  map f rom 25 
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wh ich  i t  was  deve loped ,  I  was  a  pa r t  o f .  2 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Yes .  3 

 MR.  MORONEY:     And the  changes tha t  were  4 

made  were  changes tha t  I  unders tood.   Th ree  5 

th ings  i n  th i s  map  changed  immed ia te ly ,  and  those 6 

th ree  th ings  were  Grea t  Neck ,  Leg is la t i ve  7 

D is t r i c t  Number  2 ,  and  Leg is la t i ve  D is t r i c t  8 

Number  11 ,  and those  were  - -  and  tha t  was a  9 

ma t te r  o f  the  tes t imony tha t  was  taken  by  t he  10 

Commiss ion ,  mos t  o f  wh ich  occu r red  on  Janua ry  3 ,  11 

pa r t i cu la r ly  w i th  respec t  to  Leg is la t i ve  D i s t r i c t  12 

Number  2 .  13 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I  see .  14 

 MR.  MORONEY:     And Grea t  Nec k .   So I  was  15 

aware  o f  wha t  the  in fo rmat ion  was,  I  cou ld  ver i f y  16 

tha t  t he  d i rec t i on  by  the  pres id ing  o f f i cer  to  17 

the  commiss ion  to  imp lemen t  as  many as  poss ib le  18 

cou ld  have  been  ve r i f i ed  when  th is  map  was 19 

f i na l l y  p roduced  and  sen t  fo r  ana lys is .  20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Okay .   So,  Mr .  21 

Moroney,  exp la in  to  me  - -  and  maybe you can ' t  - -  22 

how d id  i t  ge t  f rom what  was  p resented  a t  t he  23 

commiss ion  du r ing  the  hear ing  in  th i s  chamb er  24 

abou t  a  month  ago to  tha t?   Who made  those 25 
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changes?   Who  changed the  l i nes?  2 

 MR.  MORONEY:     The demographers  and  3 

s ta f f  go ing  ove r  - -  4 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Who a re  the  5 

demographers?  6 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Sky l ine  Demograph ics .  7 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Sky l i ne  8 

Demograph ics .   And  where  a re  they  based?  9 

 MR.  MORONEY:     They ' re  based  in  - -  I  10 

th ink  i t ' s  Sa ra toga.  11 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Sa ra toga .   I  12 

won ' t  ho ld  you to  tha t .   I f  i t  changes ,  i t ' s  13 

okay .  14 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I t ' s  i n  the  cont rac t .  15 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Okay .  16 

 Bas ica l l y ,  Sky l i ne  was  d i rec ted ,  I 'm  17 

guess ing  by  my co l leagues to  the  r igh t ,  to  c ome 18 

up  w i th  th is  based  on the  commenta ry  tha t  y ou had 19 

p rov ided  to  them based  o f f  o f  the  hear ings  and  20 

every th ing  e l se .   Am I  summar i z ing  tha t  21 

co r rec t l y?  22 

 MR.  MORONEY:     The meet ings  tha t  were  23 

he ld  a f te r  my  meet ings  were  he ld  be tween  co unse l  24 

fo r  the  ma jo r i t y  and  the  s ta f f  f o r  t he  25 
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d i s t r i c t ing  commiss ion .  2 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Okay .   And  a t  3 

tha t  t ime the  d i rec t ion  was g i ven to  Sky l in e  to  4 

make  the  changes?  5 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Yes .  6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Okay .   Thank  you .  7 

 Now,  you  had  men t ioned  before  tha t  8 

Sky l ine ,  I  guess ,  when  they  deve loped,  I  gu ess ,  9 

th is  as  we l l  as  the  prev ious  map ,  i t  was  b l i nd  to  10 

i ncumbency .  11 

 MR.  MORONEY:     That 's  cor rec t .  12 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     However ,  I  j us t  13 

want  to  no te ,  your  commentary  du r ing  the  Jan uary  14 

3  meet ing  had  ind i ca ted  or  gave re fe rence t o  the  15 

pub l ic ,  when  re fe renc ing  Leg is la t i ve  D is t r i c t  16 

Number  1 ,  you  re fe renced  the  fac t  tha t  you had  my 17 

wrong address  when  you  were  pu t t ing  toge the r  the  18 

map.    19 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  be l i eve  - -  20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I ’m j us t  cur ious  21 

- -  I 'm  jus t  cu r ious  - -  l e t  me  f i n i sh  and  th en you 22 

can add.  23 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Su re .  24 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I 'm jus t  cur ious  25 
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i f  i t  was  b l i nd  to  i ncumbency ,  why  wou ld  my  2 

address  ma t te r  when you made  tha t  re fe rence  on  3 

the  reco rd?  I  cou ld  pu l l  up  the  commentary ,  i f  4 

you 'd  l i ke .  5 

 MR.  MORONEY:     You don ’ t  need  to .  6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Oh ,  okay .  7 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I 'm jus t  wa i t i ng  fo r  t he  8 

app lause  to  ease .  9 

 I f  I  r eca l l  cor rec t l y ,  i t  was  po in ted  ou t  10 

to  us  tha t  you were  - -  t he re  were  th ree  peop le  i n  11 

D is t r i c t  Number  1  o r  5  - -  I  t h ink  i t  was  5  - -  12 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     F i ve .  13 

 MR.  MORONEY:     and one o f  t hem was you -14 

-  15 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Yes .  16 

 MR.  MORONEY:     And I  sa id  I  was  unaware  17 

o f  t ha t .   I  guess  Leg is la t i ve  Abrahams move d  and  18 

d idn ' t  t e l l  us  o r  someth ing  to  those  e f fec t  - -  o r  19 

words  to  tha t  e f fec t .  20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I  th ink  - -  I  21 

th ink  - -  we ' l l  pu l l  the  commenta ry .   But  I  t h ink  22 

i t  was  to  the  e f fec t  t ha t  you  had the  wrong  23 

address .   I  mean ,  we  cou ld  pu l l  i t  and  take  a  24 

l ook .  25 
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 MR.  MORONEY:     I  m igh t  have  sa id  tha t .  2 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Bu t  why wou ld  the  3 

address  ma t te r ,  Mr .  Moroney,  i f  you  were  b l i nd  to  4 

i ncumbency?  5 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Because a f te r  i t  was  6 

d rawn,  a f te r  the  map  was  d rawn  the  ques t ion s  7 

a rose as  to  who  was in  wha t  d i s t r i c t s ,  and a t  8 

tha t  po in t  t he  ove r lay  o f  incumben ts  were  l a id  9 

i n .   Because  i t ' s  an  impor tan t  ques t ion  to  you ,  10 

i t ' s  an  impor tan t  ques t i on  to  the  pub l ic .  11 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     No ,  no .   Mr .  12 

Moroney,  we ' re  - -  13 

 MR.  MORONEY:     No ,  no .   I t  i s  impor tan t .  14 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     No ,  no ,  no .   I  15 

know i t ' s  impor tan t .   We ' re  sp inn ing ,  though .   16 

Le t  me  see  i f  I  can  say  th is  a  l i t t l e  b i t  17 

c lea re r .  18 

 I t  shou ldn ’ t  ma t te r  - -  you  shou ldn ’ t  even 19 

need  - -  i f  you ' re  do ing  a  map  b l ind  to  20 

i ncumbency ,  you  shou ldn ’ t  even  need address es .   21 

The fac t  t ha t  you sa id  on  the  reco rd  you  ha d  the  22 

wrong address  re f l ec ts  tha t  you weren ' t  do i ng  23 

th ings  b l i nd  to  incumbency .   We ' re  go ing  to  pu l l  24 

the  reco rd ,  and  we ' l l  p resen t  i t  on  Februar y  25  25 
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to  go  th rough  i t .  2 

 MR.  MORONEY:     That  maybe  you r  3 

conc lus ion  bu t  i t ' s  inco r rec t .  4 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Can we  pu l l  the  5 

reco rd?  We ' l l  pu l l  the  reco rd ,  tha t ' s  no t  a  6 

p rob lem.   I f  I  can  go  in to  a  few  more  ques t ions .  7 

 I  want  to  have more  c la r i f i ca t ion  on  8 

what 's  ac tua l l y  be ing  done  w i th  Leg is la t i ve  9 

D is t r i c t s  Number  14 ,  2 ,  and 1  in  regards  to  the  10 

V i l l age  o f  Hemps tead ,  and I  want  to  make  su re  I  11 

unders tand  the  ra t iona le .   F rom what  I  12 

unders tand ,  and  based on  the  tes t imony  tha t  the  13 

mayor  had g i ven ,  t he  V i l lage  o f  Hempstead i s  14 

be ing  sp l i t  i n to  th ree  d is t r i c ts ,  o f  wh ich  a  15 

l i t t le  ove r  7 ,000 peop le  a re  be ing  pu t  i n to  16 

D is t r i c t  Number  14 .   Can  you  exp la in  to  me - -  17 

maybe you can ' t  because,  l i ke  I  sa id ,  th is  i s  18 

a f te r ,  pos t  you r  respons ib i l i t ies  on  the  19 

red i s t r i c t ing  commiss ion .   Bu t  how does som eth ing  20 

l i ke  tha t  happen  in  tha t  par t i cu la r  a rea?  And  21 

can you exp la in  to  me the  commonal i t ies  and  the  22 

common in te res ts  tha t  the  area  tha t  you too k  f rom 23 

Hempstead in to  the  14 th  have  w i th  the  o ther  pa r t s  24 

o f  t he  d is t r i c t?  25 
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 MR.  MORONEY:     D i s t r i c t  1  and  D is t r i c t  2  2 

a re  essent ia l l y  the  same as  they  have been s ince  3 

they  were  c rea ted  20  yea rs  ago .  4 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I  ag ree.  5 

 MR.  MORONEY:     And tha t  rema ins  p re t t y  6 

much  in tac t .  7 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Yes .  8 

 MR.  MORONEY:     The map tha t  was  9 

deve loped by  the  demographers  fo r  the  Commi ss ion  10 

had made  cer ta in  changes  to  the  no r th  end o f  11 

D is t r i c t  2 .   Those  changes  were ,  par t  and p a rce l ,  12 

sub jec t  to  the  hear ing  tha t  was he ld  on  Jan uary  13 

3 .   That  was  changed  back  to  make i t  more  14 

re f l ec t i ve  o f  t he  d i s t r i c t  t ha t  i t  was  and has  15 

been  s ince  the  da te  i t  was  c rea ted .  16 

 The o the r  a reas  around  tha t  a re  - -  i f  17 

you ' re  l im i ted  by  geography - -  can  I  move th is?   18 

I t ' s  eas ie r  f o r  me  i f  I  po in t  to  i t .  19 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Su re .  20 

 MR.  MORONEY:     F i rs t  o f f ,  l e t  me jus t  21 

po in t  someth ing  ou t ,  because  th i s  was the  s ub jec t  22 

o f  a  conversa t i on  I  had ea r l i e r .  23 

 Th is  a rea  he re  tha t ' s  g reen i s  Sa l isbu ry  24 

Park ,  E i senhower  Park ,  and  i t  has  a  ve ry  l i m i ted  25 
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amount  o f  popu la t i on  down he re  i n  th is  end.   I t ' s  2 

a  s ing le  census  b lock ,  a  s ing le  census  p lac e .   3 

There  are  census  b locks  down  in  th is  end .   I n  4 

o rde r  to  sp l i t  t h i s ,  you  have  to  sp l i t  t he  b lock  5 

o r  sp l i t  t he  p lace .   Th i s  i s  connected .    6 

 What  happens  is  as  you  d raw d i s t r i c t s  - -  7 

i n  P la inv iew ,  the  southe rn  ha l f  o f  i t  was  8 

exc luded  under  the  o r ig ina l  map tha t  t he  9 

red i s t r i c t ing  commiss ion  had  pu t  t ogethe r .   When  10 

you push  tha t  down ,  ce r ta in  th ings  have to  11 

happen .   I t ' s  t ha t  bow l  o f  Je l l -O aga in .   Wh en  12 

you push ,  someth ing  comes squ i r t ing  ou t  13 

somewhere .   A  l o t  o f  t hese  a reas  a re  s ing le  14 

fami ly  homes ,  a  lo t  o f  t hem a re  midd le  c las s  15 

homes.   There  was some ta l k  ea r l ie r ,  f o r  ex amp le ,  16 

abou t  schoo l  d i s t r i c ts .   I t ' s  a lmost  imposs ib le  17 

to  keep schoo l  d is t r i c ts  toge the r .   Fo r  exa mple ,  18 

i n  D is t r i c t  10  - -  be t te r  examp le .  19 

 Ea r l ie r  today  somebody  ind ica ted  20 

someth ing  about  Hempstead,  a  por t i on  o f  New  Hyde  21 

Park  be ing  kept  ou t .   Bu t  a  po r t ion  o f  Nor t h  New 22 

Hyde  Park  was  kept  ou t  i n  the  Coa l i t ion  map .  23 

 When  you  push ,  someth ing  e lse  has  go t  to  24 

g i ve  i n  some o ther  p lace ,  and  tha t ' s  p re t ty  much  25 
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what  happened  a round  here .   D is t r i c t  14 ,  wh ich  2 

under  the  or ig ina l  p lan  was D is t r i c t  19  - -  t he  3 

numbers  were  ve ry  d i f f e ren t  t han  they  were  here .   4 

No t  on ly  d id  they  igno re  i ncumbents ,  t hey  i gno red 5 

the  ex is t i ng  d i s t r i c t  l i nes .   They  s ta r ted  f rom a  6 

b lank  s la te ,  as  i t  were .   I t  b r i ngs  in  p iec es  o f  7 

O ld  Westbu ry ,  Garden  C i t y ,  Car le  P lace ,  and  some 8 

Westbu ry .    9 

 A  census  des igna ted  p lace ,  by  the  way,  10 

Westbu ry  has  a lways  been  sp l i t  i n  two.   I t  b r i ngs  11 

i n  a  por t i on  o f  Be thpage ,  H icksv i l le ,  and t he  12 

l i ke .  13 

 Now,  Garden C i t y ,  th is  a rea ,  a  por t i on  o f  14 

i t  i s  ce r ta in ly  in  the  V i l lage  o f  Hempstead ;  to  15 

b r ing  i t  back  to  the  ques t ion  tha t  you  had 16 

o r ig ina l l y  asked .  17 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Wa i t .   You  sa id  a  18 

pa r t  o f  Garden C i t y  i s?  19 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Th is  a rea  beneath  Garden  20 

C i ty .  21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Oh .   Benea th  22 

Garden  C i t y .   Yes .  23 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Okay .   And  to  the  eas t  o f  24 

Garden  C i t y .   I  sa id  to  th is  par t  o f  Hempst ead  25 
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tha t  i s  eas t  o f  Garden  C i t y ,  i n  th is  par t  o f  2 

Hempstead is  - -  there  was too  much  popu la t i o n  in  3 

D is t r i c t  2 .   D is t r i c t  2  was o verpopu la ted  by  14-4 

some-odd  percen t .   I t  was  22- po in t -some-odd  5 

pe rcen t  over  wha t  was leg i t ima te .   So we  ha d  to  6 

downs ize  D is t r i c t  2 .   And in  o rder  to  downs ize  7 

D is t r i c t  2  and no t  ove r  popu la te  D is t r i c t  1 ,  t he  8 

popu la t i on  had to  go  somewhere .   Mos t  o f  th i s  9 

popu la t i on  he re  f rom D is t r i c t  2  to  D is t r i c t  1  i s  10 

l im i ted  by  the  borde r  o f  D is t r i c t  1 .   Th is  11 

popu la t i on  up  he re  i n  D is t r i c t  2  i s  l im i ted  by  an  12 

a rea  tha t  has  no  popu la t ion  i n  i t .  13 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I  see .  14 

 MR.  MORONEY:     So  in  o rde r  to  b r i ng  the  15 

popu la t i on  numbers  down to  comply  w i th  the  one  16 

pe rson ,  one vo te  and  keep the  dev ia t ion  be l ow 17 

f i ve  percent ,  we  had  to  make  some po l i cy  ch o ices ,  18 

and those po l i cy  cho ices  had  to  be  fo l lowed .  19 

 The or ig ina l  map  tha t  the  repub l icans  20 

p roposed  had  fou r  - -  had  fou r  b reaks  i n  the  21 

V i l l age  o f  Hemps tead ;  th is  has  th ree  b reaks  in  22 

the  V i l l age  o f  Hemps tead .   I t ' s  no t  idea l .   I t ' s  23 

no t  the  bes t .   You  on ly  have  cer ta in  popu la t ion  24 

and ce r ta in  geography,  and  you  have to  work  - -  25 
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 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Mr .  Moroney - -  2 

 MR.  MORONEY:     w i th  bo th .  3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I ’m so r ry .   Are  4 

you done?  5 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Yes .  6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Mr .  Moroney,  as  7 

i t  cur ren t ly  i s  cons t i tu ted  on  th i s  map,  LD  2 ' s  8 

popu la t i on  i s  what?  9 

 MR.  MORONEY:     LD  2 's  popu la t ion .    10 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Uhm,  hum.  11 

 MR.  MORONEY:     LD  2 's  popu la t ion  is  12 

69 ,355  peop le ,  w i th  a  dev ia t i on  o f  -1 .7 .  13 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     M inus  1 .7?  14 

 MR.  MORONEY:     That 's  cor rec t .  15 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     LD  14 ' s  16 

popu la t i on?  17 

 MR.  MORONEY:     LD  4 's  popu la t ion  is  18 

72 ,094 .  19 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     H ighe r  than LD 1  20 

- -  LD 2 .  21 

 MR.  MORONEY:     That 's  cor rec t .  22 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     72  - -  I 'm so r ry .   23 

Say tha t  number  aga in .  24 

 MR.  MORONEY:     72 ,094 .   7 -2- 0 -9 -4 .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Wi th  a  s tandard  2 

dev ia t ion  o f  wha t ,  aga in?  3 

 MR.  MORONEY:     That 's  a  dev ia t i on  o f  2 .2  4 

pe rcen t .  5 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     2 .2  over .  6 

 MR.  MORONEY:     R igh t .  7 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     F ina l l y ,  LD 1 ' s  8 

popu la t i on .  9 

 MR.  MORONEY:     LD  1 's  popu la t ion  is  10 

71 ,086 .  11 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     71 ,086 .   W i th  a  12 

s tandard  dev ia t i on  o f?  13 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Po in t  seventh - ten ths  o f  a  14 

pe rcen t .  15 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Okay .   And  the  16 

popu la t i on  tha t  we ' re  ta lk ing  abou t  in  the  17 

V i l l age  o f  Hemps tead  i s  7 ,000  peop le ,  co r re c t?  18 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  don ' t  know,  bu t  I ' l l  19 

take  you r  word  fo r  i t .  20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I f  we  p lay  w i th  21 

tha t  number  fo r  a  second  - -  22 

 MR.  MORONEY:     That 's  rough ly  ten  23 

pe rcen t  o f  t he  - -  7 ,000 is  rough ly  ten  perc ent  o f  24 

the  70 ,000 .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     So ,  i n  essence ,  2 

based on  the  numbers  tha t  you  jus t  p resented  to  3 

me  jus t  now,  the re  i s  a  poss ib i l i t y  tha t  LD  1  and 4 

LD 2  cou ld  abso rb  a  pe rcen tage  o f  those peo p le  5 

w i thou t  v io la t i ng  the  cons t i t u t i ona l i t y  o f  one  6 

man,  one  vo te .   Am I  cor rec t  by  say ing  tha t ?  7 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I 'm no t  su re  wha t  tak ing  8 

7 ,000 peop le  ou t  o f  D is t r i c t  14  wou ld  do ,  b u t  I  9 

th ink  tha t  wou ld  pu t  t ha t  we l l  be low the  lo w  end  10 

o f  t he  dev ia t ion .  11 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     No t  t he  who le  12 

7 ,000.   As  much  as  they  can go  up  - -  t hey  h ave  13 

approx imate l y  2 .7  pe rcen t  they  cou ld  go  up  to .   14 

They  cou ld  go  up  to  nega t i ve  4 .9 .  15 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I f  t he  po l i cy  - -  16 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Ac tua l l y ,  they ' re  17 

2 .2  over .   7 ,000  peop le ,  rough ly ,  they  can go  a  18 

l ong  way ,  ac tua l l y .  19 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Two pe rcen t  i s  700 .  20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Yeah .  21 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Ten pe rcen t  i s  7 ,000 .  22 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     So  they  cou ld  go  23 

a lmost  app rox ima te ly  6 ,000  peop le .   F i f t een  24 

hundred shor t ,  r igh t?  25 
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 MR.  MORONEY:     Ma themat ica l l y  i t  2 

ce r ta in l y  can  be  done.  3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I 'm j us t  t ry ing  4 

to  th ink  o f  a  way,  because  I 'm  hear ing  what  the  5 

pub l ic  i s  say ing  today .   I  don ' t  wan t  th is  to  ge t  6 

l os t  i n  gobb ly  guck  t rans la t i on ,  t o  quote  m y  good 7 

f r iend  Peter  Schmi t t ,  I  know sa id  tha t  phra se.   I  8 

don ' t  want  i t  t o  ge t  caugh t  up  i n  tha t .   I  w an t  9 

to  make su re  i t ' s  no ted  tha t  t he re 's  a  10 

poss ib i l i t y  t ha t  t he  fo l ks  he re  who have  vo i ced a  11 

concern  abou t  the  V i l l age  o f  Hemps tead  be in g  12 

sp l i t  and,  j us t  by  do ing  some rough math ,  i t ' s  13 

ve ry  easy  to  pu t  t he  V i l lage  o f  Hempstead,  i n  i t s  14 

en t i re ty ,  back  i n to  D is t r i c t  Number  2 .  15 

 Can you exp la in  to  me - -  I  ha te  fo r  the  16 

fac t  t ha t  i t  comes  o f f  as  se l f -serv ing .   Bu t  I  17 

have  a  ques t ion  abou t  LD  1  and  the  annex ing  o f  18 

East  Meadow to  tha t  d i s t r i c t .   Can  you  exp l a in  to  19 

me  the  ra t iona le?   I  don ' t  be l ieve  tha t  was  in  20 

your  map  o r  the  map tha t  was  p resented  by  t he  21 

commiss ion .   Cou ld  you  exp la in  to  me  how th a t  22 

pa r t i cu la r ly  happened?  23 

 MR.  MORONEY:     No .   No.   Po l i cy  cho ices  24 

by  the  County  Leg is la tu re ,  a l l  o f  these l in es ,  by  25 
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the  way.   You  do  the  bes t  you  can w i th  what  2 

you ' ve  go t .  3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     And I  - -  4 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Le t  me  f in ish .   You make  5 

a  po l i cy  cho ice  and you pu t  t hem for th .   Yo u  go  6 

ou t  and you do  the  bes t  you can.   I  th ink  t h is  i s  7 

a  p re t ty  good  job .  8 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     The on ly  reason I  9 

ask  - -  I  don ' t  know i f  Mrs .  C oades  i s  s t i l l  he re .   10 

She had made  a  re fe rence  to  the  no r theas t  p o r t ion  11 

o f  F reepor t  be ing  moved in to  a  par t i cu la r  L D ,  LD 12 

5 .   Bu t  what  she  d idn ' t  ment ion  and she pro bab ly  13 

d idn ' t  rea l i ze  i s  the  fac t  t ha t  i t  seems  l i ke  14 

i t ' s  p icked up  Eas t  Meadow bu t  i t  los t  t he  15 

no r theas t  po r t i on  o f  F reepor t .   I  th ink  tha t ' s  16 

the  re fe rence  tha t  she  was  mak ing .   None the less ,  17 

we  can  move on.  18 

 I  want  to  move in to  sp l i t s ,  and then  I 'm  19 

go ing  to  pass  i t  on  to  my co l l eagues ,  I  be l i eve  20 

have  ques t ions  as  we l l .  21 

 You had re fe renced  the  amount  o f  sp l i t s  22 

tha t  occur red .   Fo r  schoo l  d i s t r i c ts  - -  acco rd ing  23 

to  our  numbers ,  and I  don ' t  know how th i s  24 

compares  w i th  your  numbers  - -  we  have a  to ta l  25 
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number  o f  sp l i t s  o f  142 schoo l  d is t r i c ts  ha ve 2 

been  - -  142 sp l i t s  among  schoo l  d i s t r i c t s .   What  3 

was the  number  I  be l ieve  you  had  rep resente d?  4 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  d idn ' t  make  any  5 

represen ta t i on .  6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     So  how many 7 

sp l i t s  do  you  have?  8 

 MR.  MORONEY:     D idn ' t  ana lyze  i t .   9 

D idn ' t  l ook  a t  i t .  10 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     You ana lyzed  11 

sp l i t s  as  pe r  the  towns and the  census  - -  12 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Des ignated  p laces ,  r igh t .  13 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     D id  you look  a t  14 

i t  as  pe r  commun i t ies  o f  i n te res t?  15 

 MR.  MORONEY:     The commun i t i es  o f  16 

i n te res t  t ha t  we  looked a t  were  commun i t ies  o f  17 

i n te res t  t ha t  were  de f ined  by  the  commun i t i e s  18 

tha t  came and  spoke a t  t hese  hear ings .   Kee p ing  19 

i n  m ind ,  t he  o ther  map ,  there  were  ten  o r  e leven  20 

o f  t he  d is t r i c t s  kep t  the i r  co re  shape ,  i f  you  21 

w i l l ,  go ing  i n to  th i s .   I 'm look ing  fo r  the  22 

number .  23 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Wh i le  you look  24 

fo r  tha t  number .   Acco rd ing  to  our  records ,  when  25 
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we  look  a t  communi t i es  o f  in te res t ,  we  ta l l y  2 

abou t  100 sp l i t s .  3 

 MR.  MORONEY:     De f in ing  communi ty  o f  4 

i n te res t  as  wha t?  5 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I ' l l  g ive  you a  6 

rundown o f  t hem,  i f  you  want .  7 

 A lbe r t son.   Ba ldwin  Harbor .   Ba ldw in .   8 

Be thpage .   Cedarhu rs t .   Eas t  Massapequa.   E as t  9 

Meadow.   E lmont .   F lo ra l  Park .   F lower  H i l l .   10 

F rank l in  Square .   F reepor t .   Garden C i ty  Pa rk .   11 

Grea t  Neck .   Hemps tead .   Hew le t t .   H icksv i l l e .   12 

 Maybe i t  m igh t  be  eas ie r  i f  I  jus t  make 13 

th is  a  par t  o f  t he  record .   I  cou ld  cont inu e  and  14 

go  down the  l i s t .   15 

 H icksv i l le .   Je r icho .   Lawrence.   16 

Manhasse t .   Massapequa .   Mer r i ck .   New Hyde  Park .   17 

Nor th  New Hyde Park .   Nor th  Va l l ey  S t ream.   Nor th  18 

Wantagh.   Oceans ide .   O ld  Be thpage .   O ld  19 

Westbu ry .   Rockv i l le  Cen t re .   Ros lyn  He igh t s .   20 

Ros lyn .   Sea ford .   Sear ing town .   Syosset .   21 

Thomas ton.   Va l l ey  S t ream.   Wantagh.   West  22 

Hempstead.   Wes tbu ry .   Woodbury .   Woodmere .   23 

That 's  wha t  we def ine  as  communi t i es  o f  in t e res t .  24 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Are  those CDP s  tha t  you 25 
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were  c i t ing?  2 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     No ,  no t  CDPs .  3 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Then  I  can ' t  - -  un less  4 

you de f ine  each  one o f  t hem,  I  cou ldn ' t  te l l  you  5 

a  reason .    6 

 Bu t  I  w i l l  t e l l  you  th is  much .   The 7 

overa l l  and ove r r i d ing  goa l  was to  keep as  many 8 

v i l l ages  as  poss ib le  and  hamle ts  as  poss ib l e .   We 9 

had - -  10 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I  unders tand  11 

tha t .  12 

 MR.  MORONEY:     spec i f i c  t es t imony  about  13 

hamle ts  be ing  exc luded  and  be ing  d iv ided ,  a nd 14 

tha t ' s  a lways  been  a  p rob lem.  15 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Bu t  t here ' s  been  16 

a  lo t  o f  commentary  on  sp l i t s ,  and  I  j us t  w ant  to  17 

make  sure  tha t  t he  record  is  c lear .    On  th ose  18 

a reas  tha t  have  been  noted  by  the  l i s t  I  ju s t  19 

p rov ided ,  the re ' s  100 o f  t hem.  20 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Mr .  Ab rahams,  i f  I  was  21 

g i ven the  l i ber t y  o f  de f in ing  every  communi t y  o f  22 

i n te res t  i n  the  Coun ty  o f  Nassau ,  you cou ld  be  23 

guaran teed  tha t  there  wou ld  be  fa r  more  tha n  100  24 

and whatever  you  c i t e .    25 
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 As  I  sa id  on  the  record ,  a  communi ty  o f  2 

i n te res t  i s  l i ke  beauty ,  i t ' s  in  the  eyes  o f  t he  3 

beho lder .   And no t  eve rybody  has  the  same t h ing .  4 

 I n  Car le  P lace ,  ou r  schoo l  d i s t r i c t  and 5 

ou r  f i re  d is t r i c t  a re  ve ry ,  ve ry  impor tan t  t o  us .   6 

In  o ther  commun i t i es  i t  doesn ' t  even  r i se  t o  a  7 

commun i t y  o f  in te res t .   We  had ,  fo r  example ,  8 

S teve Markow i tz ,  one  o f  the  democra t ic  memb ers  o f  9 

the  commiss ion ,  go t  up  and  ar gued in  favor  o f  10 

pu t t ing  the  Grea t  Neck  Pen insu la  i n  p lace  n o t  11 

because o f  t he  v i l lages  bu t  because o f  t he  schoo l  12 

d i s t r i c t .   Bu t  I  d id  po in t  ou t  t o  h im tha t  i n  13 

o rde r  to  tha t  he 's  go ing  to  have  the  sp l i t  t he  14 

Manhasse t  Schoo l  D is t r i c t .   So  once you p ick  you r  15 

s t raw man,  you ' re  go ing  to  hu r t  somebody  e l se ' s  16 

s t raw man.   And  my  - -  17 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Bu t  wou ldn ' t  you  18 

ag ree - -  19 

 MR.  MORONEY:     po in t  i s  you  can ' t  p lease 20 

everybody.   And  po l i cy  -  21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Bu t  wou ldn ' t  you  22 

ag ree - -  23 

 MR.  MORONEY:     cho ices  have  to  be  made.  24 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Bu t  one 25 
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commonal i t y ,  Mr .  Moroney ,  I  t h ink  everybody  a t  2 

th is  da i s  can  ag ree;  one  commona l i t y  i s  one  3 

schoo l  d is t r i c t .   I f  I  l i ve  i n  the  Ba ldw in  Schoo l  4 

D is t r i c t  o r  t he  Freepor t  Schoo l  D is t r i c t ,  t ha t  i s  5 

a  ve ry  b ind ing  common in te res t  t ha t  I  have w i th  6 

someone e l se  tha t  l i ves  in  tha t  d i s t r i c t .   7 

However ,  t he  map  tha t ' s  be fo re  us  today ,  by  ou r  8 

accoun t  there  a re  142 sp l i t s  among  schoo l  9 

d i s t r i c t s .   I  wou ld  th ink  tha t ' s  someth ing  tha t ' s  10 

p re t ty  common,  p re t t y  easy  to  fo l l ow .   I f  I  l i ve  11 

i n  the  Un ionda le  Schoo l  D is t r i c t  o r  the  P la inv iew 12 

Schoo l  D is t r i c t  chances  are  I  p robab ly  have  one 13 

b ig  th ing  in  common wi th  them,  wh ich  i s  how  the  14 

schoo l  i s  run  and how much  taxes  I 'm  pay ing .   Why 15 

wou ld  tha t  sp l i t  even occu r?  16 

 MR.  MORONEY:     And ye t ,  Mr .  Abrahams,  i f  17 

you look  - -  18 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     142 t imes,  by  the  19 

way.  20 

 MR.  MORONEY:     a t  t he  record  - -  i f  you  21 

l ook  a t  the  reco rd  you  w i l l  no t  see 142 sch oo l  22 

d i s t r i c t s  coming  in  and tes t i f y i ng  a t  any  o f  23 

these hear ings .   The re 's  v i r t ua l l y  none.   O t he r  24 

than  Great  Neck ,  you  d idn ' t  have  a  l o t  o f  s choo l  25 
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d i s t r i c t s  coming  in  t r y ing  to  ask  tha t  t hey  be  2 

kept  i n  a  s ing le  l eg is la t i ve  d is t r i c t .  3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I  ag ree.  4 

 MR.  MORONEY:     They  make po l i cy  cho ices  5 

too .  6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I  agr ee tha t  we 7 

won ' t  see  schoo l  d is t r i c ts  come down,  bu t  w e 've  8 

had,  l i t e ra l l y  - -  and the  Pres id ing  Of f i cer  can 9 

co r rec t  me  - -  we 've  had a t  le as t  75  to  100 p eop le  10 

speak today  and  ta lk  about  the i r  communi t ie s  11 

be ing  sp l i t .   Fo r  me ,  as  we l l  as  I 'm  sure  12 

everyone  wou ld  agree  up  he re ,  someth ing  as  a  13 

common denomina tor  as  schoo l  d is t r i c ts  can be ,  I  14 

t ru l y  be l i eve  tha t  peop le  wou ld  l i ke  to  kno w tha t  15 

the i r  ne ighbors  and the  fo lks  tha t  a re  i n  t he i r  -16 

-  w i th in  the  same schoo l  d is t r i c ts  as  themse lves  17 

can appea l  t o  the i r  leg i s la to r  o r  make  a  p le a  to  18 

the i r  leg i s la to r  t o  ensu re  tha t  they ' re  t ry ing  to  19 

ge t  someth ing  done .   But ,  be  tha t  as  i t  may .   I  20 

guess  we ' l l  agree  to  d isag ree .  21 

 I  jus t  wan t  to  no te  fo r  the  reco rd  tha t  22 

among the  schoo l  d is t r i c ts  the re  a re  142  sp l i t s .  23 

 Bu t  thank  you ,  Mr .  Moroney ,  f o r  your  24 

t ime .  25 
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 MR.  MORONEY:     Thank you.  2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Are  you f i n i shed?  3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Yes .  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Okay .   Leg is la to r  5 

Jacobs .  6 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Mr .  Moroney ,  h i .   7 

I t ' s  Judy .  8 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Good  a f te rnoon .   P re t t y  9 

soon  i t  w i l l  be  good  even ing .  10 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    A lmos t  good  even ing .   11 

 There ' s  been  a  l o t  o f  ques t i ons  asked 12 

a l ready ,  bu t  I  do  have  jus t  a  few.  13 

 F i rs t  p lace ,  w i th  a l l  due respec t ,  and  I  14 

know how hard  you ' ve  worked.   I  rea l i ze  you  were  15 

on  the  o r ig ina l  commiss ion  and  now you  a re  here  16 

tes t i f y i ng .  17 

 The impor tan t  t o  us ,  t o  have  somebody 18 

tha t ' s  t es t i f y i ng  be fo re  us  tha t  cou ld  ac tu a l l y  19 

speak to  us  rega rd ing  the  why  o f  t he  d is t r i c ts  as  20 

they  l ook  today ;  I  be l ieve  tha t ' s  what  Keva n  was  21 

be t t ing  a t .   So  cons ider ing  the  fac t  t ha t  w e  a l l  22 

know Sky l i ne  was  the  demographer  - -  co r rec t  me  23 

where  I 'm go ing  wrong he re .   My f i rs t  reque s t  - -  24 

and I  guess  th i s  wou ld  be  to  the  p res id ing  25 
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o f f i ce r ,  as  we l l  as  a  suggest ion  to  you - -  i s  2 

tha t  we have  someone  f rom Sky l ine  he re  on  t he  3 

25 th  to  enab le  us  to  ac tua l l y  ques t i on  the i r  4 

dec i s ion  mak ing  tha t  wen t  in to  the  d rawing o f  the  5 

map.   That 's  someth ing  tha t  I  th ink  we ,  on  bo th  6 

s ides  o f  t he  a i s le ,  tha t  wou ld  be  a  good  th i ng .   7 

I t ' s  s i l l y  t o  pu t  you on  tha t  spot ,  because  you 8 

admi t ted  you  were  no t  the  one  who used  the  9 

ph i l osophy  tha t  was go ing  in to  th i s  to  ac tu a l l y  10 

d raw the  l ines  here .  11 

 MR.  MORONEY:     That 's  cor rec t .  12 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Okay .   So  le t  me ask  13 

you th is .   You  sa id  tha t  t he re  were  demograp hers ,  14 

wh ich  obv ious ly  i s  Sky l i ne ,  and s ta f f .   Who  are  15 

the  s ta f f?  16 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Ma t t  K ie rnan .  17 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Pardon me?  18 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Ma t t  K ie rnan .  19 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Oh,  sor ry .   Okay .   20 

And were  the re  any  repub l i can  s ta f fe rs  he lp i ng  i n  21 

th is  p rocess?  22 

 MR.  MORONEY:     No t  d i rec t ly ,  no .   I t  was  23 

more  communica t i on  be tween  p r imar i l y  Mat t  a nd the  24 

ma jo r i t y  o f f i ce .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    And  the  major i t y  2 

o f f i ce .   Okay .  3 

 Once  you  knew tha t  t h i s  map was go ing  to  4 

be  the  one  coming be fo re  us  was there  any  th ough t  5 

g i ven to  have  someone l i ke  Ma t t  come to  the  6 

m ino r i ty  l eader  and say ,  l ook  - -  I  rea l i ze  y ou ' re  7 

no t  go ing  to  ask  permiss ion  - -  bu t  j us t  to  s ay  8 

th is  i s  the  map  we ' re  go ing  fo rward  w i th ,  l e t  us  9 

know wha t  you ' re  th ink ing .  10 

 MR.  MORONEY:     No .   Tha t  wasn ' t  a  11 

d i scuss ion  tha t  we  had ,  I ' l l  t e l l  you  hones t ly .   12 

That 's  t he  cho ice  o f  t he  l eg i s la to rs .  13 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  don ' t  know.   I  14 

j us t  t h ink  somet imes  the  communica t i on  a rou nd 15 

he re  i s  what  rea l l y  leads  to  wha t  goes  on  16 

a f te rwards  w i th  a l l  these que s t ions  and innu endos 17 

and d i s t rus t  tha t  goes  on .   Se r ious l y .  18 

 I  have  to  p iggyback  on  wha t  Kevan was 19 

say ing .   I ' ve  go t  to  te l l  you ,  mos t  peop le ,  when  20 

they  l i ve  in  a  communi ty ,  because o f  t he  ta xes  21 

tha t  we pay  i n  the  county ,  because  so  much o f  i t  22 

i s  based  on schoo ls ,  i s  the  un i t ing  fac tor  f o r  23 

somebody  where  they  l i ve .   When you take  Wo odbury  24 

-  Woodbury  i s  t i ny  - -  when  you  take  tha t  and  cu t  25 
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i t  i n  ha l f  and you  take  Syosse t  and cu t  tha t  i n  2 

ha l f ,  and tha t ' s  t he  Syosset  schoo l  sys tem,  i t  3 

seems l i ke  a  cu t  t ha t  i s  f e l t  by  the  peop le  tha t  4 

l i ve  the re .   You  can  re la te  to  the  fac t  tha t  even 5 

when  we have  ou r  assessmen t  hear ings  o r  wha tever ,  6 

the  d i scuss ion  i s  based on  the  demograph ics  o f  7 

where  they  l i ve .   Norma,  even  in  you rs ,  whe re  8 

Eas t  Meadow i s  cu t  i n to  - -  I 'm  jus t  t r y ing  t o  9 

th ink .   Pa r t s  o f  Eas t  Meadow a re  go ing  i n to  10 

d i f f e ren t  a reas .   Now you br ing  Nor th  Mer r i ck  and 11 

Nor th  Be l lmore  i n to  yours .    12 

 The t ru th  o f  the  mat te r  i s ,  i f  we ' re  13 

be ing  b l ind  to  i ncumbency  he re ,  I  jus t  don ' t  know 14 

the  ra t i ona le  i n  a l l  o f  th is ,  un less  tha t  we ' re  15 

no t  - -  t ha t  you  weren ' t  - -  no t  you  - -  tha t  t he re  16 

wasn ' t  a  b l i ndness  to  incumbency  when th is  was  17 

pu t  toge ther .  18 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Once  the  maps  were  ou t  19 

and the  incumben t  over lay  was  pu t  in ,  obv io us l y  20 

everybody was  aware  o f  i ncumbency .   So  a t  t h a t  21 

po in t  everybody  was aware  o f  i ncumbency .   T he 22 

ques t ion  then  i s  wha t  po l i cy  was  d r i v ing  th e  23 

l i nes ,  who  was go ing  to  be  e lec ted ,  o r  who was  24 

go ing  to  be  the  peop le  i n  the  d i s t r i c t  t o  e lec t  25 
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somebody .   And the  p r io r i t y  has  to  be  the  v o te rs ,  2 

no t  the  incumben t .  3 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    But  t hose  dec is ions  4 

- -  t hose  a re  exac t ly  t he  dec i s ions  I 'm  ta lk i ng  5 

abou t .   Those  n i t t y  g r i t t y ,  bo t tom l ine  6 

dec i s ions ,  i s  t ha t  done by  Sky l i ne ,  i s  t ha t  done  7 

by  the  i nput  o f  the  ma jo r i t y ,  o r  by  Ma t t ,  i f  he  8 

was the  s ta f fe r?   I  jus t  wan t  to  know who ma kes 9 

tha t  n i t t y  g r i t t y  dec i s ion  on  schoo l  d is t r i c ts  o r  10 

whatever ,  o r  wha teve r  makes you c ross  f rom Oys te r  11 

Bay in to  Nor th  Hemps tead  o r  v i ce  versa .  12 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Aga in ,  t ha t ' s  a  13 

popu la t i on  dec i s ion .   The c leanup - -  t he  14 

temporary  d i s t r i c t ing  map,  i f  I  can  be  perm i t ted  15 

to  ca l l  tha t  the  c leanup  o f  t ha t  map ,  came a f te r  16 

January  3 .   On January  3 ,  the  tes t imony be f o re  17 

tha t  commiss ion ,  and  i t s  sub jec t  t o  ve r i f i c a t i on ,  18 

I  don ’ t  be l i eve  i t  once ment ioned an  incumb ent .   19 

I  th ink  the  ques t ion  dea l t  w i th  no t  who was  the  20 

represen ta t i ve ,  bu t  the  issues  dea l t  w i th  21 

c lean ing  up  cer ta in  a reas .  22 

 Now,  the re  were  peop le  w i th  fans .   I  23 

th ink  somebody was  even he re  w i th  a  Dave  24 

Denenberg  s ign .   A  l o t  o f  peop le  spoke  - -  l o ve  25 
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Jud i  Boswor th .   I  love  Jud i  Boswor th .  2 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:     I  do  too .  3 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Bu t  what  we were  t ry ing  4 

to  accompl ish  was what  the  mayors  and what  the  5 

d i f f e ren t  peop le  who  came to  th i s  hear ing  a nd pu t  6 

i t  i n  a  map tha t  made sense.  7 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  guess  I ' l l  ge t  8 

back  to  my  o r ig ina l  po in t  then .   To  me ,  the  on ly  9 

way we  can  have  a  mean ing fu l  hea r ing  on  the  25 th ,  10 

as  a  fo l low up to  th is ,  i s  t o  have  the  ac tu a l  11 

pe rson  o r  peop le  who  ac tua l l y  d rew the  l ines ,  so  12 

tha t  i f  somebody  says  - -  Jud i ,  o r  De l i a ,  o r  13 

Car r ie ,  o r  Rober t ,  o r  myse l f ,  o r  any  o f  us  say  14 

how d id  you make  th i s  dec i s ion ,  tha t  person  15 

ac tua l l y  has  no th ing  to  do  bu t  answer .  16 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  de fe r  to  the  p res id ing  17 

o f f i ce r .  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I ’m go ing  to  say  19 

th is .   The  map speaks  fo r  i t se l f .   Who  d rew  the  20 

l i ens  is  immate r ia l  a t  t h i s  po in t  in  t ime.   We 21 

have  to  dec ide  on  whethe r  o r  no t  t ha t  map i s  fa i r  22 

and t ransparent ,  and  tha t  i s  p rese rves  the  Vot ing  23 

R igh ts  Ac t  o f  1965 ,  g i v ing  one  person,  one v o te ;  24 

the  premise  on  wh ich  the  Leg is la tu re  was  fo rmed 25 
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in  1994,  and  we  need  to  go  f rom there .  2 

 I f  t he re  i s  any th ing  tha t  needs to  be  3 

ques t ioned  fu r ther ,  we  w i l l  hear  i t  a t  t he  Fu l l  4 

Leg is la tu re  mee t ing .   And i f  t he re 's  any th i ng  5 

tha t  came ou t  o f  t oday 's  mee t ing  tha t  needs  to  be  6 

addressed,  i t  w i l l  be  addressed.   That 's  wh ere  i t  7 

s tands .  8 

 We a re  now owners  o f  t h i s  map ;  the re fo re ,  9 

we  need to  address  the  map  as  i t  ex i s t s  now .   I f  10 

i t ' s  no t  someth ing  tha t  the  body  i s  comfor t ab le  11 

w i th ,  then  we  w i l l  hea r  a l l  o f  t he  comments  and 12 

l i s ten  to  them,  as  we l l .  13 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    P res id ing  O f f i cer ,  I  14 

have  to  speak  to  you  as  one g randma to  anot her .   15 

I t  rem inds  me  o f  when we  say  th i s  i s  i t ,  be cause  16 

th is  i s  what  i t  i s  and  the re ' s  no  d i scuss io n .   17 

Because tha t ' s  t he  i dea o f  a  hea r ing ,  to  ge t  t he  18 

answers ,  i n  my m ind anyway .  19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    You know,  Judy ,  I  20 

don ' t  want  to  rehash  the  pas t .   Bu t  you kno w 21 

what?   Wha t  wen t  on  ten  years  ago was no  22 

d i f f e ren t  than wha t ' s  go ing  on  now.   I  can  read 23 

tes t imony r i gh t  in  f ron t  o f  me  r igh t  now,  o kay .   24 

The bo t tom l i ne  he re  i s  tha t  we have  worked  on  25 
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th is  map  long  and ha rd  and  the  democra t i c  s ide  o f  2 

the  a i s le  has  come up w i th  the i r  map  tha t  b ased 3 

on  the  fac t  t ha t  abso lu te l y  no  map  came out  o f  4 

the  commiss ion .   Then,  o f  cou rse ,  the  ques t ion  5 

was who drew the  map?  Obv ious ly ,  i t  was  w i th  ou r  6 

i npu t  tha t  t h is  map was drawn .   That 's  exac t ly  7 

what  Mr .  Moroney  had  sa id .  8 

 Then  you  wen t  on  fu r ther .   The  maps are  9 

no t  the  produc t  o f  hea r ings  i n  the  communi t i es .   10 

Maps  tha t  a re  d rawn fo r  red i s t r i c t ing  are  p ub l ic  11 

po l i cy  cho ices .   I t  goes  on  and on  and  on .   Th is  12 

i s  t he  t ransc r ip t  f rom the  2003 Februa ry  me e t ing .  13 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    But  t ha t  answered  14 

i t ,  No rma.  15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    You know wha t?   16 

We have an  ob l i ga t ion  to  l i s ten  to  the  pub l i c ,  17 

and th is  i s  wha t  we d id  today .   And we  have  18 

anothe r  oppor tun i t y  to  l i s ten  to  the  pub l ic  on  19 

Februa ry  25 .   They  have reg i s te red  the i r  co nce rns  20 

w i th  us .   We are  no t  here  to  answer  a l l  o f  t he  21 

ques t ions  tha t  have come fo r th  today .   But  we 22 

ce r ta in l y  a re  g i v ing  cons ide ra t i on  to  whate ver  23 

has  been  d iscussed  today  so  we  can  do  what  i s  24 

r i gh t  on  the  pa r t  o f  a l l  o f  t he  res idents  i n  25 
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Nassau  County .  2 

 Nobody  l i kes  change;  ne i ther  do  I .   3 

Somet imes change  i s  no t  the  o rde r  o f  t he  da y .   4 

Bu t ,  we have  to  look  a t  th is  map ,  know tha t  we  5 

a re  the  owners  o f  th is  map  a t  th is  po in t ,  a nd we  6 

w i l l  add ress  the  map  as  i t  ex i s t s  w i thou t  t he  7 

i npu t  o f  Sky l ine .  8 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    W i thout  t he  i nput .   9 

So  you 've  made tha t  dec i s ion  then abou t  Sky l ine?  10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Yes .  11 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    A l r igh t .   So  what  12 

you quoted  f rom me ten  yea rs  ago  was  my say ing  13 

tha t  we had s ta f fe rs  and  i t  i s  our  map .   No w you  14 

jus t  sa id  the  same th ing .   Now i t ' s  in  the  15 

reco rd .   Now we  know tha t  nobody  on  your  s i de  is  16 

go ing  to  answer  th is  as  to  how you  a r r i ved  a t  17 

these dec i s ions .   So ,  le t  i t  me.   I 'm no t  go ing  18 

to  be labor  i t  anymore .  19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  W ink .  20 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Mr .  Moroney ,  how are  21 

you?  22 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Ve ry  f ine ,  t hank  you .  23 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Mr .  Moroney ,  you 24 

ind i ca ted  in  you r  tes t imony tha t  t he re  were  th ree  25 
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commun i t ies  tha t  were  changed  be tween the  m ap 2 

tha t  you r  commiss ion  - -  we l l ,  ce r ta in  member s  o f  3 

the  commiss ion  p roposed,  and  th i s  map tha t ' s  4 

be fo re  us  today .   Spec i f i ca l l y ,  you  re fe r re d  to  5 

the  Grea t  Neck  pen insu la ,  the  2nd Leg is la t i ve  6 

D is t r i c t ,  and  the  11 th  Leg is la t i ve  D is t r i c t .  7 

 Mr .  Moroney,  based  on the  tes t imony tha t  8 

was g i ven to  the  commiss ion  up  un t i l  t he  vo te  on  9 

the  map tha t  the  repub l i can  members  propose d ,  10 

what  tes t imony gave cause to  a l t e r  t he  11 th  11 

Leg is la t i ve  D is t r i c t?  12 

 MR.  MORONEY:     There  were  tw o  p ieces  o f  13 

tes t imony,  i f  I  may.   The hear ing  tha t  was he ld  14 

i n  G len  Cove  on  September  27 ,  there  was som e 15 

concern  expressed f rom the  res iden ts  o f  Por t  16 

Wash ing ton  w i th  respec t  to  keep ing  the  coas t l i ne  17 

i n tac t .  18 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I n  fac t ,  i f  I  r eca l l  19 

co r rec t l y ,  t hey  ac tua l l y  asked  to  keep  the  20 

pen insu la  in tac t ,  wh ich  80  pe rcent  o f  the  w ay you 21 

succeeded w i th  - -  we l l ,  you  l a rge ly  succeed ed in  22 

the  commiss ion  map  and  you  80  pe rcen t  succe eded 23 

in  th i s  map.   As  I  reca l l ,  t he  d iscuss ion  w as 24 

abou t  keep ing  tha t  pen insu la  togethe r .  25 
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 MR.  MORONEY:     As  I  reca l l  t he  2 

tes t imony,  t he  coas t l i ne  i ssues  were  the  is sues  3 

tha t  d rove  tha t  tes t imony.  4 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I n  fac t ,  wasn ' t  t he  5 

coas t l ine  in  d i scuss ion  he re  Manhasset  Bay  and  6 

no t  Hempstead  Harbor?   The  fac t  tha t  Hempst ead  7 

Bay,  under  the  commiss ion  map ,  wou ld  have b een  8 

the  means by  wh ich  Leg is la to r  N ico le l l o  wou ld  9 

have  gone f rom K ing  Po in ts  to  New Hyde  Park ,  and  10 

there  was no  ac tua l  land  mass  tha t  wou ld  ha ve 11 

connec ted  K ings  Po in t  and Sadd le  Rock  w i th  the  12 

P ladomes  and  the  res t  o f  Leg is la to r  N ico le l l o ' s  13 

d i s t r i c t .  14 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I 'm so r ry .   We ' re  15 

re fe r r ing  to  two  d i f fe ren t  t h ings .   I 'm re f e r r ing  16 

to  the  tes t imony  a t  the  Glen  Cove hear ing  th a t  17 

was pr imar i l y  keep ing  the  coas t l ine  as  one.  18 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Excuse us  one  19 

second .  20 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Su re .  21 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I n  confer r i ng  w i th  22 

Leg is la to r  Jacobs,  she  was  reminded o f  t he  fac t  23 

tha t  t en  yea rs  ago  - -  and po in t  o f  f ac t ,  th i s  24 

en t i re  Leg is la tu re  ac tua l l y  d id ,  i n  fac t ,  h ear  25 
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the  tes t imony  o f  and  have the  ab i l i t y  to  c r oss  2 

examine the  exper t s  who deve loped the  maps in  3 

2003 .   So i f  pas t  i s  p ro logue ,  then pe rhaps  you 4 

shou ld  recons ide r  your  pos i t i on ,  P res id ing  5 

O f f i ce r  Gonsa lves .   Bu t  be  tha t  as  i t  may.  6 

 You don ' t  deny  the  fac t  tha t  Manhasset  7 

Bay  was the  veh ic le  by  wh ich  K ings  Po in t  an d  8 

Sadd le  Rock  was  ac tua l l y  connected  up  to  th e  res t  9 

o f  t he  d is t r i c t  tha t  ran  to  New Hyde  Park ,  r igh t?  10 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  don ' t  be l ie ve  there  was 11 

a  land  b r idge ,  no .  12 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    R igh t .   So ,  i n  fac t ,  13 

tha t  was  the  d i scuss ion ,  i f  I 'm no t  mis take n ,  on  14 

beha l f  o f  Po r t  Wash ing ton .  15 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Yes .  16 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    But  hav ing  sa id  tha t .  17 

In  the  map  tha t  the  commiss ion  cons ide red,  w as  18 

Ros lyn  i n  any  way,  shape ,  o r  f o rm d i v ided?  The 19 

commiss ion  map.  20 

 MR.  MORONEY:      I ' d  have to  go  back  and  21 

look .  22 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Le t  me g i ve  you  a  t ip .   23 

Hav ing  l i ved  in  Ros lyn  fo r  qu i te  some t ime now,  I  24 

can te l l  you  tha t  Ros lyn  was ,  in  fac t ,  un i t ed  as  25 
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a  commun i t y  o f  i n te res t ,  as  i t  has  a lways  b een  in  2 

th is  l eg is la tu re .  3 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I t  l ooks  l i ke  in  the  4 

commiss ion  map tha t  d id  no t  pass .   I t  looks  tha t  5 

way.  6 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    And  ye t  now Ros lyn  is  7 

d i v ided in to  no t  one ,  no t  two ,  no t  t h ree ,  bu t  8 

four  l eg is la t i ve  d is t r i c ts .   You  have qu i te  9 

l i te ra l l y  d rawn  and quar te red  the  commun i ty  o f  10 

Ros lyn .  11 

 MR.  MORONEY:     And ye t  to  th i s  day  we  12 

haven ' t  heard  w i tness  one ta l k  about  Ros lyn .  13 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    When was th is  map  14 

p roposed ,  Mr .  Moroney?   And,  by  the  way,  yes ,  you 15 

have .   I n  fac t ,  as  Jane Thomas  i s  po in t i ng  ou t  i n  16 

the  back ,  the  League  o f  Women Vo te rs  d id  te s t i f y  17 

to  th i s  ve ry  i ssue  today .  18 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  be l i eve  I  sa id  19 

res ident .  20 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    When was th is  map  21 

p roposed?  22 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  be l i eve  I  s a id  res iden t  23 

o f  Ros lyn .  24 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Excuse me?  25 
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 MR.  MORONEY:     I  be l i eve  I  used  the  word  2 

res ident  o f  Ros lyn .  3 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Okay .   We ' re  go ing  to  4 

remedy  tha t .   Bu t  the  fac t  o f  the  ma t te r  i s  th is  5 

map was proposed  on Wednesday  even ing ,  on  th e  eve 6 

o f  a  b ig  snowsto rm,  f rom Monday morn ing  7 

l eg i s la t i ve  sess ion .   And two  weeks  f rom no w I  8 

th ink  you w i l l  hea r  p len ty  f rom the  Ros lyn  9 

commun i t y .   However ,  I  suspec t ,  g i ven what  I 'm  10 

hear ing  he re  today ,  tha t ' s  p re t t y  much  go in g  to  11 

be  a  moo t  po in t  and a  fa i t  ac compl i .     12 

 The fac t  o f  t he  ma t te r  i s  th i s  th ing  has  13 

been  in  ex is tence fo r  less  than a  week ,  and  the  14 

Ros lyn  commun i t y  i s  on ly  now lea rn ing  o f  th e  fac t  15 

tha t  t hey  are  be ing  d i v ided up  in to  ins ign i f i can t  16 

po r t ions  o f  f ou r  l eg is la t i ve  d is t r i c ts .   Fo r  the  17 

f i rs t  t ime ,  they  a re  hear ing  about  th i s  now .   18 

Because i t  wasn ' t  pa r t  o f  you r  commiss ion  m ap,  i t  19 

wasn ' t  even par t  o f  the  C iampo l i  map  two  ye a rs  20 

ago.   I t  wasn ' t  pa r t  o f  any  d i scuss ions  un t i l  21 

Wednesday n igh t ,  t ha t ' s  when  Ros lyn  was f i r s t  22 

d i v ided up .   So  le t ' s  be  c lea r ,  Mr .  Moroney .   You 23 

haven ' t  heard  f rom Ros lyn  ye t  because Ros ly n  24 

d idn ' t  know unt i l  jus t  now tha t  they  a re  be ing  25 
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d i v ided up  in to  four  d is t r i c t s .  2 

 Le t ' s  cont inue.    3 

 You spen t  some t ime and energy  d iscuss ing  4 

the  use o f  c i t i zen  vo t ing  age  popu la t i on  as  a  5 

measure  fo r  t h i s  map .   I s  tha t  cor rec t?   As  6 

opposed to  vo t i ng  age popu la t i on .  7 

 MR.  MORONEY:     No .   I t  was  a  measuremen t  8 

- -  CVAP is  used  as  a  measurem ent  o f  de te rmin ing  9 

whethe r  the  d is t r i c t s  tha t  a re  deemed to  be  10 

m ino r i ty -major i t y  d i s t r i c t s  m eet  tha t  s tanda rd .  11 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    And  you  th ink  CVAP is  12 

the  co r rec t  - -  13 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Fo r  tha t  purpose ,  yes .  14 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    For  tha t  pu rpose.   Was 15 

CVAP used in  the  p r io r  cou r t  case when  the  - -  16 

I ' l l  ca l l  i t  the  C iampol i  map ,  fo r  l ack  o f  a  17 

be t te r  t e rm,  because  he  c lea r l y  owned i t  an d  took  18 

ownersh ip  o f  i t ?  19 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  have  no  idea .  20 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Was  CVAP the  measure  21 

tha t  t he  coun ty  a t to rney  sough t  to  use?  22 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  have  no  idea .  23 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    No.   In  po in t  o f  fac t  24 

- -  i n  po in t  o f  f ac t ,  t he  CVAP  s tandard  was b e ing  25 
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used  by  the  p la in t i f f s  i n  the  fede ra l  case 2 

aga ins t  the  C iampo l i  map  and ,  in  fac t ,  were  3 

c r i t i c ized  by  the  coun ty  a t to rney ,  h imse l f ,  and 4 

h i s  represen ta t i ves  fo r  us ing  CVAP as  oppos ed to  5 

us ing  VAP.  6 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  wasn ' t  par t  o f  t ha t  7 

p rocess .   I  d idn ' t  see  the  s ta t i s t i cs  on  th a t  map 8 

o r  ana lyze  i t ,  so  I  can ' t  speak  to  tha t .  9 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Wel l ,  we ' l l  b r i ng  tha t  10 

ou t  as  we go  fo rward ,  I 'm su re .    11 

 I n  po in t  o f  f ac t ,  VAP is  cons ide red the  12 

p re fer red  s tandard  because  i t ' s  ac tua l l y  ba sed  on 13 

ac tua l  census  da ta  as  opposed  to  CVAP,  wh ic h  h is  14 

based on  per iod i c  samp l ing .   I s  tha t  cor rec t?  15 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I f  you  say  i t  i s ,  then  16 

I ' l l  t ake  you r  word  fo r  i t .  17 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Mr .  Moroney ,  you ' re  18 

too  good  a  l awyer  to  do  tha t .   You  know bet te r .    19 

 You based you r  who le  tes t imony  on  the  use 20 

o f  CVAP as  a  s tandard  by  wh ich  to  say  th is  i s  a  21 

cons t i tu t i ona l  map .  22 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Fo r  compar ison  purposes ,  23 

yes .  24 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    For  compar i son 25 
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pu rposes .   To  say  tha t  t h i s  i s  a  cons t i t u t i ona l  2 

map,  you  used  CVAP as  the  s tandard .  3 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Th is  map  mee ts  a l l  t he  4 

l ega l  s tandards  tha t  ex i s t  t oday .  5 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Excuse me .   I 'm  sor ry .   6 

Cou ld  you repea t  tha t?  7 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Th is  map  mee ts  a l l  t he  8 

l ega l  s tandards  tha t  ex i s t  t oday .  9 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    By  use o f  CVAP? 10 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Whatever  s tandard  you 11 

want  to  use ,  th i s  map meets  a l l  those lega l  12 

s tandards .  13 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Mr .  Moroney ,  I ' ve  go t  14 

to  te l l  you ,  I  l ook  a t  t he  communi t i es  tha t  were  15 

sp l i t  in  t h i s  map,  many o f  wh ich  were  sp l i t  fo r  16 

the  f i rs t  t ime - -  Ros lyn ,  the  F i ve  Towns ,  w h ich  17 

had h i s to r ica l l y  a lways  been  one  en t i t y  fo r  18 

d i s t r i c t ing  pu rposes ,  where  H ewle t t  i s  now s p l i t  19 

i n to  two  par t s ,  Woodmere  i s  sp l i t  in  f ou r  p a r t s ,  20 

Lawrence  i s  sp l i t  in  two  par t s ,  Mer r ick  i s  sp l i t  21 

i n  two  par ts ,  no tw i ths tand ing  E lmont  and  ma ny 22 

o the r  commun i t i es  -  Je r i cho ,  Syosset ,  Woodb ury .   23 

A l l  these commun i t ies  have  so meth ing  i n  comm on,  24 

qu i te  f rank l y ,  and  i t ' s  no t  j us t  t he  fac t  t ha t  25 
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they  may  f rom t ime  to  t ime  vo te  democra t .   I t  2 

seems to  me tha t  suspect  c lass i f i ca t ion  or  no t ,  3 

the  Jewish  popu la t ion  o f  t h i s  coun ty  i s  be i ng  4 

s l i ced  and  d i ced  fo r  t he  purposes  o f  c rea t i ng  a  5 

map tha t  w i l l  guaran tee  a  ma jo r i t y  o f  6 

repub l icans ,  and  fo r  no  o the r  reasons.  7 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  wou ld  respec t fu l l y  8 

d i sagree  w i th  you.   That  maybe  an in f l ammat o ry  9 

th ing  to  ge t  you r  peop le  ou t ,  bu t  tha t  i s  n o t  a  10 

cons idera t ion  i n  th i s  map - -  11 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I t  seems l i ke  i t  was  12 

the  resu l t .  13 

 MR.  MORONEY:     there  was no  re l ig ious -14 

based reason  fo r  d rawing  any  o f  these d i s t r i c t s ,  15 

even  cons ide red .  16 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    You  know what ,  Mr .  17 

Moroney?   As  Leg is la to r  Gonsa lves  has  sa id ,  the  18 

map speaks  fo r  i t se l f ,  and  in  th is  case the  fac ts  19 

speak fo r  themse lves .  20 

 Spec i f i c  t o  the  commun i t y  o f  E lmon t ,  i s  21 

i t  you r  conten t ion  tha t  there  was no  way  to  d raw 22 

a  mino r i ty  d i s t r i c t  w i th  E lmon t  be ing  a t  th e  23 

hear t  o f  i t  un less  i t  ex tended  a l l  t he  way to  24 

Inwood?  I s  tha t  you r  conten t ion?  25 
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 MR.  MORONEY:     My  con ten t ion  is  t ha t  the  2 

Th i rd  D is t r i c t ,  as  d rawn  on th is  map ,  meets  the  3 

Vo t ing  R igh ts  Ac t  s tandards  and is  a  l eg i t i mate  4 

m ino r i ty -major i t y  d i s t r i c t  th a t  w i l l  w i ths ta nd  5 

any  cour t  cha l l enge.  6 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Cou ld  E lmon t  have  7 

se rved  as  the  hear t  o f  a  m ino r i t y  d i s t r i c t  8 

w i thou t  ex tend ing  a l l  the  way  south  to  Inwo od?  9 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  don ' t  be l i eve  so ,  no .  10 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    D id  you  t r y  to  11 

de te rm ine?  12 

 MR.  MORONEY:     No .  13 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    No?  14 

 MR.  MORONEY:     No .  15 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    D id  you  o r  d id  you no t  16 

a t  t he  E lmon t  hear ing  o f  t he  commiss ion  pro mise  17 

tha t  E lmon t  wou ld  s tay  togethe r?  18 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Oh ,  no .   I  d id  no t .  19 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    We ' l l  b r i ng  tha t  ou t .  20 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  be l i eve  wha t  I  sa id  a t  21 

the  end o f  t ha t  hear ing  is  - -  I  be l i eve  tha t  wha t  22 

was sa id  a t  t he  end o f  t ha t  hear ing  was s im p ly  23 

tha t  t he  commiss ione rs  heard  the  res iden ts  o f  24 

E lmont  l oud and  c lea r ;  you  wan t  to  keep E lm ont  25 
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toge ther .  2 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    And  you  dec ided  3 

aga ins t  tha t ,  i n  sp i te  o f  wha t  you  heard  f ro m the  4 

E lmont  commun i t y .  5 

 MR.  MORONEY:     As  I  sa id  to  Ms.  Jacobs 6 

when  I  answered  he r  ques t i on ,  I  d idn ' t  d raw  the  7 

d i s t r i c t .   What  happened  was  we asked them to  8 

c rea te ,  them be ing  the  demographers ,  a f te r  us ing  9 

the  s tandards  o f  a  l ea rned  co unse l  who  tes t i f i ed  10 

be fo re  the  commiss ion ,  t o  d raw a  m inor i t y -11 

ma jo r i t y  d is t r i c t .   And they  adv ised  us  tha t  12 

tha t ' s  t he  bes t  job  tha t  cou ld  be  done ,  and  I  13 

have  no  reason to  d i sagree  w i th  them.  14 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Mr .  Moroney ,  in  15 

anothe r  l i fe ,  anothe r  l i fe  yo u  cur ren t ly  lea d,  16 

you ' re  the  repub l i can  leader  o f  the  Town o f  Nor th  17 

Hempstead.   I s  t ha t  co r rec t?  18 

 MR.  MORONEY:     That 's  cor rec t .  19 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    And  cur ren t ly  t he re  20 

a re  f i ve  l eg i s la to rs  tha t  touch upon  some e lemen t  21 

o f  t he  Town o f  Nor th  Hemps tea d ,  r i gh t?   Unde r  the  22 

cu r ren t  map,  no t  t he  one  we ' re  l ook ing  a t  t oday .   23 

No t  the  one we ' re  cons ider ing  today .   I ' l l  name 24 

them for  you ,  i f  you 'd  l i ke ;  Leg is la to r  Bos wor th ,  25 
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Leg is la to r  W ink ,  Leg is la to r  T ro iano,  Leg is l a to r  2 

N ico le l l o ,  and Leg is la to r  DeR igg i -Wh i t ton ,  a re  3 

the  f i ve  l eg i s la to rs  tha t  rep resen t  po r t ion s  o f  4 

West  Hemps tead.  5 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Co r rec t .  6 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Has  Nor th  Hemps tead 's  7 

popu la t i on  changed  rad ica l l y  i n  the  las t  te n  8 

years?  9 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Yes .  10 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    How much so?  11 

 MR.  MORONEY:     G ive  me a  moment .  12 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Nor th  Hemps tead .  13 

 MR.  MORONEY:     That 's  wha t  - -  14 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I 'm  no t  t a l k ing  about  15 

the  2nd LD.   I 'm  ta l k ing  abou t  Nor th  Hempst ead  as  16 

a  town .  17 

 MR.  MORONEY:     We ' l l  ta lk  about  i t  a l l .   18 

Jus t  g ive  me  a  moment  to  f ind  my  s ta t i s t i cs  he re .  19 

 I t  has  changed d ramat i ca l l y .   No r th  20 

Hempstead,  the  d is t r i c ts  tha t  we  have he re  a re  21 

D is t r i c t s  9 ,  10 ,  and  11 ,  as  cu r ren t l y  d rawn .   As  22 

cu r ren t l y  d rawn ,  j us t  those th ree ,  i gnor ing  the  23 

o the r  f i ve  because  9 ,  10  and  11  take  up  the  bu lk  24 

o f  Nor th  Hempstead ,  the  As ian ,  t he  non-H ispa n ic  25 
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As ian  vo t i ng  age  popu la t ion  has  exp loded .   I n  2 

add i t i on ,  D is t r i c t  2 ,  the  H ispan ic  vo t ing  a ge 3 

popu la t i on  has  l i kew ise  exp loded  - -  4 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    F ine .   Okay .   I n  te rms 5 

o f  p ropor t ion ,  a re  you  ta l k ing  i n  te rms o f  6 

p ropor t i on  o r  i n  te rms  o f  sha red  vo lume - -  7 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I 'm answer ing  your  8 

ques t i on .   I 'm g iv ing  you the  s ta t i s t i cs  ba sed  9 

upon  you r  ques t i on .  10 

 Those mino r i t ies  have exp loded  in  the  11 

Town o f  Nor th  Hempstead.  12 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Have they  exp loded a t  13 

the  expense o f  o ther  demograph ics  or  i s  i t  j us t  14 

an  aggrega te  inc rease o f  popu la t ion  15 

d i sp ropor t ionate  i n  the  Town o f  Hempstead a nd the  16 

Town o f  Oys te r  Bay?  17 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I 'm no t  su re  I  unders tand 18 

what  you ' re  ask ing .    19 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Wha t  I 'm say ing  i s  20 

there  may be  fa r  more  H ispan ic  vo ters  today  than  21 

there  were  ten  yea rs  ago .   Bu t  a re  the re  - -  i s  i t  22 

a  ne t  inc rease in  vo te rs ,  keep ing  every  o th e r  23 

demograph ic  even  o r  i s  i t  tha t  t he re  were  o t he r  24 

demograph ics  tha t  decreased in  numbers  and the  25 
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H ispan ic  vo te  has  supp lan ted  i t  in  t e rms  o f  2 

p ropor t i on  - -  3 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  be l i eve  tha t  t ha t ' s  the  4 

case .   Tha t ' s  t he  case .  5 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    So,  i n  o the r  words ,  6 

there  hasn ' t  been a  vas t  i nc rease in  the  num ber  7 

o f  vo ters  in  Nassau Coun ty ,  s imp ly  an  incre ase  in  8 

ce r ta in  popu la t i ons  and o the rs  have dec l ine d .  9 

 MR.  MORONEY:     In  re la t ion  to  o ther  10 

popu la t i ons ,  yes .   Tha t ' s  co r rec t .  11 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Okay .   So ,  then  i f  12 

Nor th  Hempstead  is  i nd ica t ive  o f  t he  en t i re  13 

Coun ty  i n  tha t  regard  - -  14 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Wh ich  i t  i s  no t .  15 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    why  does  Nor th  16 

Hempstead now to  f rom f i ve  l eg is la t i ve  d is t r i c ts  17 

to  seven?  18 

 MR.  MORONEY:     We  need he lp .  19 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    We need  he lp?   I  th ink  20 

the  f i ve  o f  us  a re  do ing  a  pr e t t y  damn good  job ,  21 

myse l f .   Bu t  hav ing  sa id  tha t .  22 

 Mr .  Moroney,  as  o f  t oday ,  the re  are  f i ve  23 

l eg i s la to rs  rep resen t ing  Nor th  Hemps tead ;  f our  o f  24 

them happen to  be  democra ts  and one o f  happ ens  to  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  261  Rules Committee – 2 - 11- 13 

be  a  repub l i can .   We l l ,  fo r  t he  moment .   And  2 

we ' re  work ing  on  tha t  one,  Mr .  N ico le l lo .   Bu t  3 

hav ing  sa id  tha t .    4 

 The popu la t i on  s tay ing  even,  Nor th  5 

Hempstead is  now ga in ing  two  leg is la t i ve  6 

d i s t r i c t s  as  pa r t  o f  i t s  popu la t ion .   By  my  7 

coun ts ,  g ran ted  we  haven ' t  he ld  e lec t i ons  y e t .   8 

Bu t ,  cer ta in l y ,  by  a l l  i nd ica t ions  i t  wou ld  9 

appear  then o f  t he  seven  leg i s la t i ve  d is t r i c ts  10 

represen t ing  Nor th  Hemps tead  fou r  wou ld  be  11 

democra ts  and  th ree  wou ld  be  repub l i cans .   Tha t  12 

sounds  l i ke  someth ing  l i ke  someth ing  a  repu b l i can  13 

l eader  o f  Nor th  Hempstead wou ld  ac tua l l y  rea l l y  14 

want  to  see happen  and  wou ld  he lp  make  happ en i f  15 

he  was  so  ab le .  16 

 MR.  MORONEY:     May I ,  j us t  f o r  the  sake  17 

o f  l igh ten ing  the  conversa t i on ,  pu t  my  tong ue in  18 

my  cheek?  19 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    By  a l l  means.  20 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I f  you 've  eve r  had  to  21 

f i nd  cand ida tes ,  you  wou ld  no t  s ta te  tha t .  22 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Based  on the  d i s t r i c t s  23 

I 'm see ing ,  l ooks  l i ke  p resen t  company  may be one 24 

o f  t hose  cand ida tes ,  ac tua l l y .   I ' l l  l eave tha t  25 
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to  o thers  to  dec ide ,  who  i s  ac tua l l y  go ing  to  be  2 

runn ing  in  some o f  t hese  d is t r i c ts .  3 

 A t  t he  end  o f  t he  day ,  i t  seems to  me 4 

i t ' s  no t  such  a  bad g ig  fo r  peop le  who  can f ind  5 

themse lves  i n  a  s ign i f i can t  ma jo r i t y .   I  do n ' t  6 

th ink  i t ' s  t ha t  much  o f  a  heavy  l i f t ,  fo r  p eop le  7 

to  f ind  cand ida tes  i n  some o f  these d i s t r i c t s .  8 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  apprec ia te  you r  9 

conf idence ,  bu t  tha t ' s  ou t  o f  my  sys tem a  l ong  10 

t ime  ago .  11 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Okay .   Unders tood .  12 

 I  rea l l y  t h ink  th i s  en t i re  p rocess  has  13 

been  noth ing  bu t  a  ba i t  and sw i t ch .   I  be l i eve  14 

the  Commiss ion  map  was  pu t  ou t  purpose ly  to  d raw 15 

the  i re  o f  communi t i es  l i ke  G rea t  Neck  and,  a t  16 

the  end o f  t he  day ,  commun i t i es  l i ke  Ros lyn  17 

su f fe red  the  brun t  o f  i t  because  Ros lyn  was  kept  18 

who le  r i gh t  up  un t i l  t he  e leventh  hour .   He re  we  19 

a re  now in  the  e leventh  hour ,  w i th  eve ry  20 

conce ivab le  poss ib i l i t y  tha t  two  weeks  f rom now 21 

we ' re  go ing  to  ho ld  a  hear ing  and vo te  the  same 22 

day  on  th i s  exac t  map,  because  we won ' t  en t e r ta in  23 

amendments  be tween  now and  then,  and  becaus e  24 

g i ven the  l im i ted  t ime  per iod  in  wh ich  peop le  25 
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have  had  t ime  to  ana lyze  and  d iscuss  th i s  n ew 2 

map,  the re  a re  a  l o t  o f  commu n i t ies  tha t  su f fe r  3 

because o f  t h is  map and never  knew they  wer e  i n  4 

the  c rossha i r s  un t i l  Wednesday  n igh t ,  fo r  t he  5 

f i rs t  t ime .  6 

 I t  seems  to  me tha t  tha t  i s  someth ing  7 

tha t  i s  rea l l y  rep rehens ib le  about  th i s  en t i re  8 

p rocess  he re ,  t ha t  i n  the  e le ven th  hour  we a re  9 

no t  pu t t ing  commun i t ies  a t  r i sk  tha t  were  n eve r  10 

a t  r i sk  be fo re ,  and w i thou t  even  a  fa i r  pub l ic  11 

no t i ce  o f  i t ,  t o  da te .  12 

 Le t  me  jus t  t ake  one  las t  l i ne  o f  13 

ques t ion ing ,  i f  I  cou ld .  14 

 Mr .  Moroney,  back  in  2011 - -  I  unders tand 15 

you were  no t  pa r t  o f  t he  p rocess  i n  2011 .   But  as  16 

I ' ve  men t ioned,  the  Coun ty  A t to rney ,  John 17 

C iampo l i ,  was ,  i n  fac t ,  an  i n teg ra l  pa r t  o f  the  18 

p rocess ,  t he  po in t  where  we weren ' t  su re  wh o  he 19 

was work ing  fo r ,  t he  county  execut ive  or  the  20 

repub l ican  ma jo r i t y .   Bu t  hav ing  sa id  tha t .   One  21 

o f  t he  key  concerns  on  the  pa r t  o f  t he  coun ty  22 

a t to rney  was  tha t  d i s t r i c t  l i nes  honor  town  23 

l i nes .   In  fac t ,  as  I  - -  as  my  qu ick  perusa l  o f  24 

Mr .  C iampo l i ' s  map  came to  rea l i ze  i t  looks  as  25 
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though  the re  were  th ree  d i s t r i c t s  tha t  c ros sed  2 

town  l ines ,  under  Mr .  C iampo l i ' s  map .   Mr .  3 

C iampo l i  i nd i ca ted  tha t  s ta te  law,  wh i le  no t  4 

i nc lud ing  v i l lages  as  a  po l i t i ca l  subd iv is i on ,  5 

says  we shou ld  honor  town l i nes .  6 

 We have seven  a reas  where  a  l eg i s la t i ve  7 

d i s t r i c t  c rosses  town l i nes  based on  you r  m aps .   8 

How does  tha t  j i ve  w i th  Mr .  C iampo l i ' s  conc ern  9 

fo r  s ta te  law ,  and  do  you be l i eve  tha t  he  w as 10 

wrong in  p r i o r i t i z ing  town  l i nes  under  s ta t e  l aw?  11 

 MR.  MORONEY:     As  I  unders tand the  Cour t  12 

o f  Appea ls '  dec i s ion ,  there  was no  dec la ra t i on  13 

tha t  t ha t  map  was inva l i d  on  i t s  f ace  in  an y  way ,  14 

bu t  tha t  t he  process  was  f lawed and the  pro cess  15 

needed  to  go  fo rward .  16 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    We ce r ta in l y  knew 17 

tha t ,  hav ing  l i ved  th rough  i t .  18 

 MR.  MORONEY:     Hav ing  sa id  tha t ,  my  19 

guess  is  t ha t  he  was  cor rec t .  20 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Tha t  he  was  cor rec t?  21 

 MR.  MORONEY:     The map tha t  was  passed 22 

in  2011 was a  co r rec t  map.  23 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Because  the  cou r t s  24 

neve r  op ined  about  i t  you  th ink  i t  was  cor r ec t?  25 
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 MR.  MORONEY:     I  wou ld  imag ine .  2 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Wou ld  you name one 3 

cour t  fo r  me  tha t  ac tua l l y  sa id  tha t  t hese l ines  4 

were  va l id?   Wasn ' t  i t ,  in  f ac t ,  a  th resho l d  5 

i ssue as  to  whe the r  o r  no t  t he  p rocess  was 6 

p roper ly  fo l l owed and tha t  t he  Leg is la tu re  was ,  7 

i n  fac t ,  en t i t l ed  to  red is t r i c t  when  i t  d id?   8 

Wasn ' t  i t  the  th resho ld  ques t ion ,  and there fore  9 

the  issue o f  the  subs tance  and  the  ac tua l  l i nes  10 

were  never  addressed  by  any  cour t?  11 

 MR.  MORONEY:     As  I  unders tand - -  as  I  12 

unders tand  the  cou r t ' s  dec is ion ,  wha t  the  c our t  13 

d id  was res t ra in  the  e lec t ion  in  2011 f rom t ak ing  14 

p lace  under  the  l i nes  as  red rawn  in  2011 .  15 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    W i thout  add ress ing  the  16 

i ssue o f  whe the r  those  l ines  were  in  fac t  17 

cons t i tu t i ona l  suspect  o r  inva l i d .  18 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  don ' t  necessar i l y  know 19 

tha t  t o  be  t rue .   Aga in ,  t he  dec is ion  speaks  fo r  20 

i t se l f .  21 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Okay .   Bu t  you embrace 22 

the  concep t  tha t  Mr .  C iampol i  addressed,  wh ich  i s  23 

tha t  s ta te  l aw requ i res  tha t  we honor  town l ines .  24 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  th ink  the  p iece  o f  t ha t  25 
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op in ion  tha t ' s  m iss ing  i s  tha t  cer ta in  s tand ards  2 

take  p recedence .   One pe rson ,  one vo te  take s  3 

p recedence .   The  Vot ing  R igh ts  Ac t  t akes  4 

p recedence .   You  have a  peck ing  orde r ,  i f  y ou  5 

w i l l ,  o f  p r i o r i t ies ,  t ha t  some take  precede n t  6 

over  o thers .   C ross ing  town l i nes  fo r  popu l a t i on  7 

pu rposes ,  vo t ing  r igh ts  pu rposes  i s  pe r fec t l y  8 

l eg i t ima te  and i t ' s  been  on a l l  the  maps  th a t  9 

have  eve r  come out  o f  th is  body  or  any  o the r  body  10 

be fo re  th i s  body .  11 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Unders tandab ly  - -  12 

 MR.  MORONEY:     By  the  way ,  j us t  l e t  me 13 

co r rec t  you.   The map tha t ' s  here  c rosses  s even 14 

t imes - -  s ix  t imes .    15 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Ac tua l l y ,  t he  14 th  16 

D is t r i c t  c rosses  i n  two p laces ;  i t  c rosses  f rom 17 

Hempstead to  Nor th  Hemps tead  to  Oys ter  Bay .  18 

 MR.  MORONEY:     The map then  to  wh ich  19 

everyone  runs  he re ,  c rosses  the  d i s t r i c t  l i nes  20 

seven t imes,  the  cur ren t  map .   The  Coa l i t io n  map  21 

I  be l i eve  is  f i ve  c ross ings ,  and  the  democr a t  22 

map,  I  be l ieve ,  tha t ' s  p roposed bu t  no t  in  f ron t  23 

o f  you  i s  a lways  seven  c ross ings .  24 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I t ' s  no t  i n  f ron t  o f  25 
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us ,  c lea r l y ,  because  i t ' s  been  kep t  o f f  the  2 

ca lendar .  3 

 MR.  MORONEY:     My  on ly  po in t  i s  t ha t  4 

tha t ,  in  and  o f  i t se l f ,  w i l l  no t  be  the  dow n fa l l  5 

o f  t he  map .  6 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    And  my po in t  i s  t ha t  7 

you ' ve  embraced  the  ph i l osoph ies  beh ind  the  8 

coun ty  a t to rney ' s  map and ye t  you haven ' t  e xac t l y  9 

adop ted them.  10 

 MR.  MORONEY:     No ,  I  haven ' t  adop ted  11 

them.   I  t h ink  tha t  you can ' t  take  one  s tan dard  12 

ou t  o f  con tex t  t o  cha l lenge d i s t r i c t s  tha t  ex i s t  13 

because they  are  d rawn  to  mee t  a  h ighe r  s ta ndard .   14 

In  o ther  words ,  i t  was  done ten  years  ago a nd i t  15 

was f i ne ,  tha t  was  no t  a  p rob lem.   I  don ’ t  t h ink  16 

i t ' s  a  p rob lem now,  and I  don ' t  th ink  i t  wa s  a  17 

p rob lem in  any  o f  the  o the r  maps .   I  unders tand 18 

and respec t  why  you ' re  ra i s ing  the  i ssue .   But  19 

tha t  sa id ,  I  don ' t  t h ink  i t ' s  a  leg i t ima te  20 

cha l lenge to  the  map .  21 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    We ' re  go ing  to  have  to  22 

ag ree to  d isagree.   The coun ty  a t to rney  cer ta in l y  23 

made  tha t  a  h igh  p r io r i t y  in  h is  map  d rawin g  and  24 

the  fac t  t ha t  you ' ve  chosen a  d i f f e ren t  roa d  i s  I  25 
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guess  your  p reroga t i ve ,  bu t  a t  t he  same t im e  i t  2 

seems to  me to  ra i se  susp ic ion  about  many o f  t he  3 

ph i l osoph ies  tha t  have  been adop ted he re .  4 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I f  t h i s  map ge ts  to  the  5 

coun ty  execu t ive 's  o f f i ce ,  you  may  have an  6 

oppor tun i t y  to  ques t ion  Mr .  C iampo l i .  7 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    And  I  suspect  we w i l l  8 

have  tha t  oppor tun i t y .  9 

 Thank you ve ry  much,  Mr .  Moroney .   I  l ook  10 

fo rward  to  the  nex t  hear ing  on  th i s  when  yo u  w i l l  11 

hear  f rom the  commun i t ies  tha t  have been  12 

adve rse ly  a f fec ted  w i th in  the  las t  96  hours ,  13 

wh ich  had no  reason to  be l ieve  tha t  they  we re  14 

be ing  adve rse ly  a f fec ted  p r io r  t o  then .  15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  16 

Abrahams.  17 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Thank  you,  18 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r  Gonsa lves .   I  jus t  have t wo 19 

th ings .   I  was  l i s ten ing  to  the  ques t ions  a nd 20 

answers  be tween  yourse l f  and  Leg is la to r  Win k  21 

rega rds  to  E lmon t  and the  fac t  t ha t  we  had t o  22 

d raw E lmon t  and  Inwood  to  ma in ta in  a  m inor i t y -23 

ma jo r i t y  d is t r i c t .   I  don ' t  know i f  you  hav e  the  24 

numbers  in  f ron t  o f  you,  bu t  can  you  te l l  m e  wha t  25 
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the  cu r ren t  demograph ics  a re  fo r  LD 3?  2 

 MR.  MORONEY:     You mean  under  the  2003 3 

map?  4 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Yes .   Cur ren t l y  5 

the  2003  map  a t  the  t ime  o f  t he  Census .  6 

 MR.  MORONEY:     That  I  cou ldn ' t  te l l  you .   7 

Bu t  I  can  te l l  you  th i s  much .   Leg is la t i ve  8 

D is t r i c t  3  was ove rpopu la ted  by  1 .89  percen t .  9 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Ac tua l l y ,  Mr .  10 

Moroney,  no t  t o  cu t  you o f f .   I 'm ac tua l l y  11 

l ook ing  fo r  t he  rac ia l  compos i t i on  o f  the  12 

d i s t r i c t ,  ac tua l l y ,  because we ' re  ta lk ing  a bou t  13 

m ino r i ty -major i t y .  14 

 MR.  MORONEY:     I  don ' t  be l i eve  I  have  15 

tha t .  16 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I t  was  our  17 

unders tand ing ,  based  o f f  t he  tes t imony  tha t  I  18 

th ink  came up  ou t  o f  t he  2011  process ,  t ha t  19 

Leg is la t i ve  D is t r i c t  3 ,  by  na tura l  p rogress ion  o f  20 

fo lks  mov ing  in to  tha t  par t i cu la r  d i s t r i c t ,  was  21 

becoming  more  and more  o f  a  m ino r i ty -major i t y  22 

d i s t r i c t  j us t  by  the  p rocesses  o f  peop le  mo v ing  23 

i n  f rom the  Queens  borde r  and  poss ib ly  f rom  the  24 

C i ty  i n to  tha t  a rea .  25 
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 MR.  MORONEY:     I ' l l  accep t  tha t .   I  2 

don ' t  know tha t .   I  don ’ t  have  the  numbers .  3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I 'm jus t  4 

re fe renc ing  tha t  as  a  po in t .   We  wen t  f rom a  5 

s t re tch ,  t o  go  down th rough four  communi t ies  to  6 

t i e  i t  i n to  Inwood .   I t  jus t  seems to  me  th a t  i f  7 

a  d i s t r i c t  - -  you  had ta lked about  i t  a  l i t t le  8 

b i t  ea r l ie r ,  the  concern  tha t  obv ious l y  we don ' t  9 

want  to  d raw d i s t r i c ts  i n to  a  s tandard  dev i a t i on  10 

where  they  sudden ly  wou ld  fa l l  ou t  o f  compl iance  11 

in  the  nex t  coup le  o f  years  be fo re  the  ten  yea rs .   12 

To  me,  i t  jus t  seems the  na tu ra l  p rogress io n  13 

wou ld  be  to  l eave th is  d is t r i c t  a lone as  mu ch as  14 

poss ib le ,  and  tha t  wou ld  ensu re  tha t  i t  wou ld  15 

become a  m ino r i t y -ma jo r i t y  as  we  see  f i t .   I  16 

t ru l y  be l i eve  tha t  d is t r i c t  e lec ts  peop le ,  t he  17 

bes t  and  b r igh tes t ,  and I 'm no t  jus t  say ing  tha t  18 

because my  f r iend Car r ie  A .  So lages  is  here .   Mr .  19 

So lages  has  a  Ha i t ian  background ,  as  we l l  a s  he ' s  20 

A f r i can  Amer i can .   F rom tha t  s tandpo in t ,  i f  tha t  21 

d i s t r i c t  i s  capab le  o f  e lec t i ng  h im once ,  I  wou ld  22 

th ink  the  na tura l  p rog ress ion  wou ld  be  tha t  tha t  23 

a re  wou ld  be  ab le  to  se lec t  a  mino r i ty ,  i f  t hey  24 

choose  to ,  t hey  may no t  choose  to ,  o f  the i r  25 
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choos ing .   I  th ink  tha t  b lock  is  a l ready  be ing  2 

es tab l i shed.   That 's  my on ly  concern  i n  reg a rds  3 

to  - -  i t  wasn ' t  a  ques t i on ,  j us t  more  o f  a  4 

commenta ry .   Tha t ' s  my  concern  i n  rega rds  t o  5 

d raw ing the  way  we  see  i t  now.   I  th ink  tha t  6 

d i s t r i c t  t ru l y  cou ld  have - -  i t ' s  na tu ra l  7 

p rog ress ion .  8 

 My  nex t  commenta ry ,  I  jus t  rea l l y  have  9 

more  o f  a  ques t i on  fo r  Mrs .  G arone .   Mrs .  Ga rone  10 

- -  i f  tha t ' s  okay ,  P res id ing  O f f i cer .  11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Go  r i gh t  ahead .  12 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Mrs .  Garone,  13 

you ' ve  heard  a  l o t  o f  commenta ry  i n  te rms o f  wha t  14 

the  commiss ion  has  done.   No  d is respec t  to  Mr .  15 

Moroney,  t he re ' s  a lways  two s ides  o f  t he  co i n .   I  16 

wou ld  l i ke  to  have  you  jus t  t a lk  about  i f  17 

every th ing  you be l ieve  i t  to  be  the  case  or  no t  18 

be  the  case o r  reco l lec t ions ,  and then  tha t ' s  i t  19 

fo r  me  today .  20 

 MRS.  GARONE:    Yes .   I 'm  happy  to .  21 

 I  th ink  Mr .  Moroney,  I  w i l l  g i ve  h im 22 

c red i t ,  he 's  a  very  s l i ck  speaker .   I  don ' t  th ink  23 

he  rea l l y  - -  he  pu rpor ted  to  re fu te  the  th in gs  I  24 

sa id ;  I  don ’ t  t h ink  he  d id  so .    25 
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 Bu t  jus t  so  tha t  we ' re  c lear ,  he  began  by  2 

seeming to  say  tha t  we  were  ques t ion ing  whe the r  3 

we  had  to  red is t r i c t  t hem.   We l l ,  o f  cou rse  we  4 

have  to  red i s t r i c t  now.   And  tha t ' s  exac t ly  what  5 

I  exp la ined to  the  pub l i c  a t  t he  s ta r t  o f  e very  6 

sess ion ,  t o  g ive  them a  l i t t l e  backg round a nd 7 

educat ion  about  why we  red is t r i c t  now.   So 8 

there ' s  no  ques t ion  abou t  tha t .  9 

 He  purpo r ted  to  re fu te  my c la im tha t  t he  10 

pub l ic  d idn ' t  ge t  to  speak .   Wel l ,  I  never  sa id  11 

the  pub l ic  d idn ' t  ge t  to  speak ;  the  pub l ic  spoke ,  12 

the  pub l ic  wanted to  be  heard .   What  I  sa id  was 13 

the  pub l ic  wasn ' t  l i s tened  to ;  t he  pub l i c  w as 14 

igno red.   And  tha t ' s  exac t ly  wha t  happened w i th  15 

respec t  to  the  reso lu t ion .  16 

 Mr .  Moroney purpor ted  to  re fu te  my  17 

c la imed a l legat ions  abou t  a  reso lu t i on ,  tha t  18 

there  was a  p rob lem wi th  our  reso lu t ion .   N o ,  we  19 

vo ted  on  the  reso lu t ion ;  eve ry  repub l i can  m ember  20 

vo ted  aga ins t  i t ,  tha t  was  the i r  cho ice .   B u t  my  21 

po in t  was tha t  he  re fused to  a l l ow  the  pub l i c  to  22 

be  heard  abou t  the  te rms  o f  t he  reso lu t i on  be fore  23 

he  fo rced a  vo te .   The  pub l i c  was there ,  th ey  24 

wanted  to  be  heard .   We made  a  mot ion .   We 25 
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p ro tes ted  v igorous ly ,  and were  to ld  by  Mr .  2 

Moroney,  who  con t ro l led  the  func t i on ing  o f  t h i s  3 

commiss ion ,  we were  to ld  tha t  we  were  go ing  to  4 

vo te  and  then  we  were  go ing  to  hea r  f rom th e  5 

peop le .   Tha t 's  r i d i cu lous .   When he  go t  a  l i t t l e  6 

f l us te red  and  he  was  exp la in ing  why,  he  sa i d  7 

pub l ic  comment  i s  g ra tu i tous .   We 've  a l l  se en the  8 

v ideo.   I f  you  haven ' t  seen the  v ideo,  you ought  9 

to  go  to  YouTube  and  take  a  l ook .   He ac tua l l y  - -  10 

I  don ' t  th ink  he  meant  to  - -  bu t  he  ac tua l l y  t o ld  11 

us  wha t  he  rea l l y  though t ,  wh ich  was  tha t  p ub l ic  12 

comment  was g ra tu i tous .   So,  ya ,  we vo ted  o n  the  13 

reso lu t i on ,  bu t  he  wou ldn ' t  g e t  the  pub l ic  b e  14 

heard  be fo re  we  vo ted  - -  t ha t ' s  c razy  - -  and  15 

tha t ' s  apparent l y  what 's  go ing  to  happen  on  the  16 

25 th .   We ' re  go ing  to  le t  the  pub l ic  speak bu t  17 

we ' re  no t  go ing  to  l i s ten  because as  soon a s  18 

they ' re  done  speak ing  there ' s  go ing  to  be  a  vo te .   19 

So  the re 's  a  g rea t  para l le l  he re .  20 

 What  I  exp la ined  happened a t  t he  21 

commiss ion  i s  exac t l y  what  happened,  and  no  22 

amount  o f  s l i ck  ta lk  i s  go ing  to  change wha t  23 

occu r red .  24 

 I  a l so  no ted  in  Mr .  Moroney ' s  rec i ta t i on  25 
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o f  a l l  o f  the  pub l ic  sess ions  a t  wh ich  the  p ub l i c  2 

go t  to  speak ,  I  d idn ' t  hea r  h im ment ion  one  3 

work ing  sess ion ,  and  tha t ' s  because there  w as no  4 

work ing  sess ion .   He  d idn ' t  re fu te  the  fac t ,  t he  5 

key  fac t ,  tha t  t he re  was  no  d i scuss ion  what soever  6 

be tween the  democra t ic  appo in tees  and the  7 

repub l ican  appo in tees .   As  a  mat te r  o f  f ac t ,  j us t  8 

l i ke  today ,  Mr .  Moroney d id  a l l  o f  t he  ta lk ing  9 

fo r  the  repub l i can  appo in tees .   They  v i r tua l l y  10 

neve r  even  spoke  to  the  pub l i c ,  much  less  t o  us .   11 

So ,  Mr .  Moroney ,  who  admi t s  tha t  he  d idn ' t  even 12 

work  on  th is  map ,  i s  here  as  the  spokesperso n fo r  13 

the  map because  he 's  a  s l i ck  speaker ,  and I  do  14 

g i ve  h im c red i t  fo r  tha t .  15 

 He  d id  no t  say  one  th ing  abou t  the  key  16 

po in t ,  wh ich  is  they  re fused  to  speak to  us ,  he  17 

re fused to  pu t  me in  touch  w i th  them,  he  re fused  18 

to  g ive  me  the i r  e -mai l  addresses .   I  went  on l ine  19 

and found them.   I  ca l led  them.   I  e -mai led  them.   20 

There  was no t  a  s ing le  d iscuss ion  abou t  any  21 

red i s t r i c t ing  sub jec t  whatsoever  w i th  the  22 

repub l ican  commiss ione r ,  so  tha t  says  to  me  he  23 

o rches t ra ted  tha t  commiss ion  as  a  sham,  as  a  24 

charade.   Because the  cour t  t o ld  us  to  have  a  25 
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commiss ion ,  t hey  came back  and  they  made  be l ieve  2 

they  had  a  commiss ion  and i t  abso lu te l y  d id n ' t  3 

func t i on  as  a  commiss ion .  4 

 I  w i l l  say  what  I  sa id  ear l i e r  t oday .   I  5 

hope  tha t  the  peop le  w i l l  be  be t te r  se rved b y  6 

th is  Leg is la tu re .   I  hope tha t  wha t  I 'm hea r ing  7 

he re  today  w i l l  change ,  and we ' re  no t  go ing  to  go  8 

th rough the  same charade  o f  hav ing  the  pub l i c  9 

come in  and take  a  day  o f f  f rom work ,  and h ave  to  10 

spend money fo r  ch i l d  ca re ,  and come here  a nd 11 

speak to  the i r  e lec ted  rep resenta t ives  abou t  wha t  12 

they  wou ld  l i ke  to  see  happens ,  and as  soon  as  13 

the  las t  person  s i ts  down,  you  ca l l  a  vo te  and  14 

igno re  eve ry th ing  they  sa id .   That 's  exac t l y  wha t  15 

happened  in  the  commiss ion ,  and I  hope  tha t ' s  no t  16 

go ing  to  happen  he re .  17 

 I  a l so ,  as  l ong  as  I 'm  here ,  I  can ' t  he lp  18 

myse l f .   I  have  a  ques t ion .   We heard  f rom Mr .  19 

Moroney tha t  those  a re  po l i cy  cho ices .   We heard  20 

f rom the  p res id ing  o f f i cer ,  t hose are  po l i c y  21 

cho ices .   Doesn ' t  the  pub l ic  have a  r i gh t  t o  hea r  22 

what  you r  po l i c i es  a re?   Why a re  you  mak ing  those 23 

po l i cy  changes?   Because  i f  you  don ’ t  te l l  us ,  i f  24 

you don ' t  te l l  a l l  o f  these peop le  wha t  you r  25 
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po l i cy  cho ices  a re ,  then  we a re  go ing  to  co nc lude 2 

- -  we know wha t  your  po l i cy  - -  you r  po l i cy  3 

cho ices  are  to  es tab l i sh  unassa i lab le  repub l ican  4 

seats  so  you  s tay  in  the  majo r i t y  fo r  the  n ex t  5 

ten  years .   I f  you  have pub l i c  - -  i f  you  ha ve 6 

po l i cy  cho ices  o ther  than tha t ,  then  we beg  you 7 

to  te l l  us .   And  I  t h ink  the  cons t i t uents  h ave  a  8 

r i gh t  to  know.  9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Mrs .  10 

Garone .  11 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I  jus t  have a  12 

coup le  o f  qu i ck  po in ts .  13 

 There  was much d iscuss ion  be fo re  ove r  14 

c ross ing  schoo l  d i s t r i c t  l ines .   And  wh i le  I  was  15 

s i t t ing  he re ,  I  coun ted  the  schoo l  d is t r i c t  l i nes  16 

i n  my own 9 th  D is t r i c t  t ha t  was drawn in  200 3 and 17 

I  came up w i th  seven  in  my  d i s t r i c t  a lone.   So  I  18 

th ink  you can  ca lcu la te  tha t  t he  numbers  ar e  19 

p robab ly  no t  tha t  fa r  o f f  be tween the  2003 map  20 

and the  cu r ren t  map.    21 

 To  show you how d i f f i cu l t  i t  i s  to  d raw 22 

leg i s la t i ve  d is t r i c t s  a round  schoo l  d i s t r i c t s ,  i n  23 

my  own  commun i t y  o f  New Hyde  Park  we  have f our  24 

separa te  schoo l  d i s t r i c t s  tha t  d i f fe ren t  pa r ts  o f  25 
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11040 send  the i r  s tudents  to  - -  E lmont ,  New Hyde  2 

Park ,  Garden  C i t y  Pa rk ,  Her r i cks ,  Grea t  Nec k  3 

South .   I t  i s  a  ve ry  d i f f i cu l t  t h ing  to  do .   And  4 

to  con f i rm  tha t  I  wou ld  jus t  l i ke  to  quo te  my 5 

ve ry  good f r i end  Judy  Jacobs  f rom the  Ru les  6 

Meet ing  in  2003 .   Here  you  go .   Ready?  7 

 My  po in t  i s  t ha t  no  ma t te r  how hard  you 8 

t r y  - -  I  j us t  was te l l ing  Leg is la to r  A l tman n  - -  9 

tha t  j us t  in  my  d i s t r i c t ,  my  own  d is t r i c t ,  w hen 10 

Mr .  Dunne ta l ks  abou t  how ho r r ib le .   And  o f  11 

course  we wou ld  a l l  love  to  keep  schoo l  d is t r i c t s  12 

toge ther  and  make tha t  t he  bas is  o f  19  d is t r i c ts .   13 

Syosse t  was sp l i t  among th ree  leg i s la to rs .   14 

Je r i cho,  wh ich  i s  t i ny ,  was sp l i t  amongs t  t wo,  15 

and P la inv iew was sp l i t  among s t  one.   Le t ' s  ca l l  16 

i t  t he  way  i t  i s .   I  mean,  as  much  as  you m ay 17 

t r y ,  i t  i s  ve ry  d i f f i cu l t  to  keep these sch oo l  18 

d i s t r i c t s  together .    19 

 I  ag ree.   Thank  you.  20 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  do  have  to  say  one 21 

th ing .   Judy  was  obv ious ly  no t  speak ing  cor rec t l y  22 

because Syosset  has  on ly  a lways  been  one  sc hoo l  23 

d i s t r i c t ,  a  p re t ty  l a rge  one  bu t  t hey ' ve  ne ver  24 

been  sp l i t .   Bu t  Jer icho ,  Je r i cho  was sp l i t  in  25 
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two a l l  the  t ime .  2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I ' d  l i ke  to  say  3 

thank  you to  a l l  o f  the  members  o f  t he  pub l i c  who 4 

came today  and those ,  o f  cou rse ,  who  were  a b le  to  5 

s tay  un t i l  t he  end  o f  today ' s  sess ion .    6 

 I ' d  l i ke  to  thank  Bonn ie  Garone,  I 'd  l i ke  7 

to  thank  Mr .  Moroney ,  because  th is  i s  no t  a n  easy  8 

task  fo r  anyone .  9 

 A t  t h i s  pa r t i cu la r  t ime I  wan t  to  10 

re i t e ra te  the  fac t  t ha t  th is  i s  the  procedur e  to  11 

hear  the  case  be fo re  the  Ru les  Commi t tee ,  a nd 12 

then  the  Ru les  Commi t tee  vo tes  to  move  i t  f o rward  13 

to  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re ,  wh ich  wou ld  be  on  the  14 

25 th  o f  February .  15 

 A t  t h i s  t ime  - -  I  know you ' re  a l l  wa i t ing  16 

w i th  ba ted  b rea th  to  hea r  the  vo te .  17 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  the  mo t ion ,  wh ich  18 

i s  t o  pass  th is  map on to  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  on  19 

the  25 th ,  p lease  ind ica te  by  say ing  aye.  20 

 (Aye . )  21 

 Any  opposed?  22 

 (Nay . )  23 

 The vo te  i s  f ou r  to  th ree .   I t  passes  and 24 

goes  fo rward  to  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  on  the  25 th .   25 
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I  jus t  p ray  to  God  we don ' t  have  ano ther  sn ow 2 

s to rm in  be tween .  3 

 Thank you,  aga in .    4 

 Mo t ion  to  ad jou rn?  5 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  6 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Second.  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mo t ion  to  ad journ  8 

by  Leg is la to r  Dunne,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  9 

Wa lker .  10 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  ad journ ing  i nd ica te  11 

by  say ing  aye .  12 

 (Aye . )  13 

 Any  opposed?  14 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   15 

 The mo t ion  to  ad journ  passes  unan imous ly .  16 

 Thank you.   17 

 (Whereupon ,  the  Ru les  Commi t tee  ad journed 18 

a t  4 :35  p .m. )  19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 
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C  E R T  I  F  I  C  A T  E  

 

 I ,  FRANK GRAY,  a  Shor thand  Repor te r  and 

No ta ry  Pub l i c  i n  and  fo r  t he  S ta te  o f  New Y ork ,  

do  hereby  s ta te :  

 THAT I  a t tended  a t  t he  t ime and p lace  above  

ment ioned and  took  s tenograph ic  reco rd  o f  t he  

p roceed ings  i n  the  above-ent i t led  ma t te r ;  

 THAT the  fo rego ing  t ranscr ip t  i s  a  t rue  and  

accu ra te  t ransc r ip t  o f  t he  same and the  who le  

thereo f ,  acco rd ing  to  the  bes t  o f  my  ab i l i t y  and  

be l i e f .  

 IN  WITNESS WHEREOF,  I  have  he reunto  se t  my 

hand  th i s  25 th  day  o f  Februa ry ,  2013 .  

 

 

    __________ _________________  

       FRANK GRAY 


